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TENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST – TREE OF LIFE SERMON SERIES
August 13 & 14, 2022
5:00 PM & 8:15 AM
AS WE GATHER
As our summer sermon series, “The Tree of Life,” comes to a close this weekend, we focus our attention
on the heavenly Tree of Life. John writes about this tree in Revelation chapter 22:1-3, “Then the angel
showed me the river of the water of life, bright as crystal, flowing from the throne of God and of the
Lamb through the middle of the street of the city; also, on either side of the river, the tree of life with its
twelve kinds of fruit, yielding its fruit each month. The leaves of the tree were for the healing of the
nations. No longer will there be anything accursed, but the throne of God and of the Lamb will be in it,
and his servants will worship him.” We look forward to eager anticipation to this eternal, ever-living tree
of life!
Organ

PRELUDE
RINGING OF THE BELLS
WELCOME
OPENING HYMN: LORD, KEEP US STEADFAST IN YOUR WORD

Text and tune: Public domain

(Please Stand)
INVOCATION Matthew 28:19b; 18:20
P
C

In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

OPENING SENTENCES Isaiah 11:1; Matthew 19:21
P
C

There shall come forth a shoot from the stump of Jesse,
and a branch from his roots shall bear fruit.
1

LSB 655

P
C

The tree of life:
God’s promise of salvation.

P
C

The One who was seated on the throne said,
“Behold, I am making all things new.”

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION
P
C

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and cleanse
us from all unrighteousness.

P
C

Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.
Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have sinned
against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left
undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as
ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your
Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may
delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen.

P

Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you all your
sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all
your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

C
(or)
A

C

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for His sake God forgives
us all our sins. To those who believe in Jesus Christ He gives the power to become the children of
God and bestows on them the Holy Spirit. May the Lord, who has begun this good work in us, bring
it to completion in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ.
Amen.

HYMN OF PRAISE: FRUITFUL TREES, THE SPIRIT’S SOWING

Text: © 1984 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003477
Tune: © 1980 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003477
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LSB 691 v. 1-3

SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY
P
C

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

P

Let us pray.
Merciful Lord, cleanse and defend Your Church by the sacrifice of Christ. United with Him in Holy
Baptism, give us grace to receive with thanksgiving the fruits of His redeeming work and daily
follow in His way; through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with
You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

C

(Please Be Seated)
☩ WORD ☩
OLD TESTAMENT READING Jeremiah 23:16-29
16

Thus says the LORD of hosts: “Do not listen to the words of the prophets who prophesy to you,
filling you with vain hopes. They speak visions of their own minds, not from the mouth of the LORD.
17
They say continually to those who despise the word of the LORD, ‘It shall be well with you’; and to
everyone who stubbornly follows his own heart, they say, ‘No disaster shall come upon you.’”
18

For who among them has stood in the council of the LORD
to see and to hear his word,
or who has paid attention to his word and listened?
19
Behold, the storm of the LORD!
Wrath has gone forth,
a whirling tempest;
it will burst upon the head of the wicked.
20
The anger of the LORD will not turn back
until he has executed and accomplished
the intents of his heart.
In the latter days you will understand it clearly.
21

“I did not send the prophets,
yet they ran;
I did not speak to them,
yet they prophesied.
22
But if they had stood in my council,
then they would have proclaimed my words to my people,
and they would have turned them from their evil way,
and from the evil of their deeds.
23

“Am I a God at hand, declares the LORD, and not a God afar off? 24Can a man hide himself in
secret places so that I cannot see him? declares the LORD. Do I not fill heaven and earth? declares
the LORD. 25I have heard what the prophets have said who prophesy lies in my name, saying, ‘I have
dreamed, I have dreamed!’ 26How long shall there be lies in the heart of the prophets who prophesy
lies, and who prophesy the deceit of their own heart, 27who think to make my people forget my name
by their dreams that they tell one another, even as their fathers forgot my name for Baal? 28Let the
prophet who has a dream tell the dream, but let him who has my word speak my word faithfully. What
has straw in common with wheat? declares the LORD. 29Is not my word like fire, declares the LORD,
and like a hammer that breaks the rock in pieces?”
L
C

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
3

EPISTLE Revelation 21:1-8
1

Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first earth had passed away,
and the sea was no more. 2And I saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from
God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. 3And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying,
“Behold, the dwelling place of God is with man. He will dwell with them, and they will be his people, and
God himself will be with them as their God. 4He will wipe away every tear from their eyes, and death
shall be no more, neither shall there be mourning, nor crying, nor pain anymore, for the former things
have passed away.”
5
And he who was seated on the throne said, “Behold, I am making all things new.” Also he said, “Write
this down, for these words are trustworthy and true.” 6And he said to me, “It is done! I am the Alpha and
the Omega, the beginning and the end. To the thirsty I will give from the spring of the water of life
without payment. 7The one who conquers will have this heritage, and I will be his God and he will be
my son. 8But as for the cowardly, the faithless, the detestable, as for murderers, the sexually immoral,
sorcerers, idolaters, and all liars, their portion will be in the lake that burns with fire and sulfur, which is
the second death.”
L
C

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

(Please Stand)
ALLELUIA AND VERSE John 6:68

HOLY GOSPEL Luke 12:49-56
P
C

The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the twelfth chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.
49

[Jesus said:] “I came to cast fire on the earth, and would that it were already kindled! 50I have a
baptism to be baptized with, and how great is my distress until it is accomplished! 51Do you think that I
have come to give peace on earth? No, I tell you, but rather division. 52For from now on in one house
there will be five divided, three against two and two against three. 53They will be divided, father
against son and son against father, mother against daughter and daughter against mother, mother-inlaw against her daughter-in-law and daughter-in-law against mother-in-law.”
54
He also said to the crowds, “When you see a cloud rising in the west, you say at once, ‘A shower
is coming.’ And so it happens. 55And when you see the south wind blowing, you say, ‘There will be
scorching heat,’ and it happens. 56You hypocrites! You know how to interpret the appearance of earth
and sky, but why do you not know how to interpret the present time?”
P
C

This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.
4

(Please Be Seated)
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 8:15 AM GOD LOVES ME DEARLY

LSB 392 v.1

Text and tune: Public domain

LSB 675

HYMN OF THE DAY: OH, WHAT THEIR JOY

Text and tune: Public domain

SERMON
BACK TO SCHOOL MILESTONE: BLESSING OF THE BACKPACKS

5

CREDAL HYMN: WE ALL BELIEVE IN ONE TRUE GOD

LSB 953

(Please Stand)
PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING FOR ASCENSION’S 2 YEAR READING THROUGH THE BIBLE
P

C

Blessed Lord, You have caused all Holy Scriptures to be written for our learning. Grant that we
may so hear them, read, mark, learn, and inwardly digest them that, by patience and comfort of
You holy Word, we may embrace and ever hold fast the blessed hope of everlasting life; through
Jesus Christ, our Lord.
Amen.

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
P

C
P

C
P

C
P

C

Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and for all people according to their
needs.
Lord God Almighty, behold our nation and all those in authority in Your mercy and replenish them
by Your grace, that all who receive the sword would bear it according to Your Word, always
inclining to Your will and walking in Your way. Grant that we might lead a quiet and peaceable life
in all godliness and honesty. Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.
O Lord, grant healing to the sick, [especially to _____________,] strength to the weak,
endurance to bear up under trial, patience to await His deliverance and peace at the last. Lord, in
Your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Lord God, Your Son promises division even as He promises salvation. Inspire our hearts to prize
our Baptism and the communion of the saints, even as we fervently pray and strive for the
salvation of those we know and love. Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.
God of our fathers, You bless Your Church with the enduring witness of Your saints, who now
rest from their labors. As we join their heavenly communion in our Lord’s Supper, grant that we
would share their faith in Christ now and to life’s end. Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.
6

(Special Petitions)
P

C

Hear us, most merciful Father, in these our humble requests, which we offer unto You in the
name and for the sake of Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

(Please Be Seated)
GATHERING OF OFFERINGS
Your tithes and offerings shape the lives of people through the Gospel of Jesus Christ for now and eternity. Thank you for your
generosity! “Each one must give as he has decided in his heart, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful
giver.” 2 Corinthians 9:7

LSB 783 v. 1, 4 & 6

OFFERTORY: TAKE MY LIFE AND LET IT BE

Text and tune: Public domain

(Please Stand)
☩ SACRAMENT ☩
We believe Holy Communion is the true body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ under the bread and wine, instituted
by Christ Himself for us Christians to eat and to drink. If you are a communicant member of a Lutheran Church—
Missouri Synod congregation, please feel free to commune with us. If not, please speak with the pastor before
receiving the Lord’s Supper.
How should we each examine ourselves before coming to Holy Communion?
1.
Be aware of our sins and be sorry for them
2.
Believe in our Savior, Jesus Christ, and in His words in the Sacrament
3.
Intend, by the help of the Holy Spirit, to live as God’s forgiven people walking in newness of life

PREFACE
P
C

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

P
C

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

P
C

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give Him thanks and praise.
7

PROPER PREFACE
P

It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to You,
holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who, having created
all things, took on human flesh and was born of the virgin Mary. For our sake He died on the cross
and rose from the dead to put an end to death, thus fulfilling Your will and gaining for You a holy
people. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and
magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and singing:

SANCTUS Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9

WORDS OF OUR LORD
P

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had given
thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T body, which is
given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.”
In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it to
them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My T blood, which is shed for
you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”

LORD'S PRAYER
C

Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.
8

PAX DOMINI John 20:19
P
C

The peace of the Lord be with you always.
Amen

AGNUS DEI John 1:29

(Please Be Seated)
☩ DISTRIBUTION HYMNS ☩
LSB 673

JERUSALEM, MY HAPPY HOME

5

Apostles, martyrs, prophets, there
Around my Savior stand;
And soon my friends in Christ below
Will join the glorious band.
9

6

O Christ, do Thou my soul prepare
For that bright home of love
That I may see Thee and adore
With all Thy saints above.

Text and tune: Public domain

LSB 748

I’M BUT A STRANGER HERE

Text and tune: Public domain

LSB 411

I WANT TO WALK AS A CHILD OF THE LIGHT

10

Text and tune: © 1970, 1975 Celebration. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003477

(Please Stand)
POST COMMUNION VERSE: SENT FORTH BY GOD’S BLESSING

Text: © 1964 World Library Publications. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003477
Tune: Public domain

11

LSB 643 v. 2

BENEDICAMUS
P
C

We are people loved by Christ
Sharing Christ’s love.

P
C

Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

BENEDICTION Numbers 6:24-26
P

C

The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace.
Amen.
LSB 672

CLOSING HYMN: JERUSALEM THE GOLDEN

Text and tune: Public domain

Organ

POSTLUDE
ACKNOWLEDGMENTS

Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from the ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, English Standard Version®), copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used
by permission. All rights reserved. Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2022 Concordia Publishing House.
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