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EIGHTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST – TREE OF LIFE SERMON SERIES
July 30 & 31, 2022
5:00 PM & 8:15 AM
AS WE GATHER
Our Readings today all tell of the contrasts between people who have faith in Christ and those who do
not. The important message is that we recognize God’s gracious blessings and so reflect them as we
live. When in Ecclesiastes “the Preacher” sees vanity all around, he writes, “to the one who pleases
Him God has given wisdom and knowledge and joy” (Ecclesiastes 2:26). In the Epistle, Paul promises
that we who, in our Baptism, “have been raised with Christ, . . . will appear with Him in glory” (Colossians
3:1a, 4b). We have been given not only physical life but also eternal life.
Organ

PRELUDE
RINGING OF THE BELLS
WELCOME
OPENING HYMN: GRACIOUS GOD, YOU SEND GREAT BLESSINGS

Text: © 2004 Gregory J. Wismar. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003477
Tune: Public domain

(Please Stand)

1

LSB 782

INVOCATION Matthew 28:19b; 18:20
P
C

In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

OPENING SENTENCES Isaiah 11:1; 1 John 1:9
P
C

There shall come forth a shoot from the stump of Jesse,
and a branch from his roots shall bear fruit.

P
C

The tree of life:
God’s promise of salvation.

P
C

If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins
And to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION
P
C

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and cleanse
us from all unrighteousness.

P
C

Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.
Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have sinned
against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left
undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as
ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your
Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may
delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen.

P

Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you all your
sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all
your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

C
(or)
A

C

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for His sake God forgives
us all our sins. To those who believe in Jesus Christ He gives the power to become the children of
God and bestows on them the Holy Spirit. May the Lord, who has begun this good work in us, bring
it to completion in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ.
Amen.

2

HYMN OF PRAISE: FRUITFUL TREES, THE SPIRIT’S SOWING

LSB 691 v. 1-3

Text: © 1984 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003477
Tune: © 1980 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003477

SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY
P
C

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

P

Let us pray.
O Lord, grant us wisdom to recognize the treasures You have stored up for us in heaven, that we
may never despair but always rejoice and be thankful for the riches of Your grace; through Jesus
Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.
Amen.

C

(Please Be Seated)
☩ WORD ☩
FIRST READING Ecclesiastes 1:2, 12–14; 2:18-26
2

Vanity of vanities, says the Preacher,
vanity of vanities! All is vanity. . . .

12

I the Preacher have been king over Israel in Jerusalem. 13And I applied my heart to seek and to
search out by wisdom all that is done under heaven. It is an unhappy business that God has given to
the children of man to be busy with. 14I have seen everything that is done under the sun, and behold,
all is vanity and a striving after wind. . . .
18
I hated all my toil in which I toil under the sun, seeing that I must leave it to the man who will come
after me, 19and who knows whether he will be wise or a fool? Yet he will be master of all for which I
toiled and used my wisdom under the sun. This also is vanity. 20So I turned about and gave my heart
up to despair over all the toil of my labors under the sun, 21because sometimes a person who has toiled
with wisdom and knowledge and skill must leave everything to be enjoyed by someone who did not toil
for it. This also is vanity and a great evil. 22What has a man from all the toil and striving of heart with
which he toils beneath the sun? 23For all his days are full of sorrow, and his work is a vexation. Even in
the night his heart does not rest. This also is vanity.
3

24

There is nothing better for a person than that he should eat and drink and find enjoyment in his toil.
This also, I saw, is from the hand of God, 25for apart from him who can eat or who can have enjoyment?
26
For to the one who pleases him God has given wisdom and knowledge and joy, but to the sinner he
has given the business of gathering and collecting, only to give to one who pleases God. This also is
vanity and a striving after wind.
L
C

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

EPISTLE Colossians 3:1-11
1

If then you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are above, where Christ is, seated at
the right hand of God. 2Set your minds on things that are above, not on things that are on earth. 3For
you have died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God. 4When Christ who is your life appears, then
you also will appear with him in glory.
5
Put to death therefore what is earthly in you: sexual immorality, impurity, passion, evil desire, and
covetousness, which is idolatry. 6On account of these the wrath of God is coming. 7In these you too
once walked, when you were living in them. 8But now you must put them all away: anger, wrath, malice,
slander, and obscene talk from your mouth. 9Do not lie to one another, seeing that you have put off the
old self with its practices 10and have put on the new self, which is being renewed in knowledge after the
image of its creator. 11Here there is not Greek and Jew, circumcised and uncircumcised, barbarian,
Scythian, slave, free; but Christ is all, and in all.
L
C

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

(Please Stand)
ALLELUIA AND VERSE John 6:68

HOLY GOSPEL Luke 23:26, 32-46
P
C

The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the twenty third chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.

26

And as they led him away, they seized one Simon of Cyrene, who was coming in from the country,
and laid on him the cross, to carry it behind Jesus.
32
Two others, who were criminals, were led away to be put to death with him. 33And when they came
to the place that is called The Skull, there they crucified him, and the criminals, one on his right and
one on his left. 34And Jesus said, “Father, forgive them, for they know not what they do.” And they cast
lots to divide his garments. 35And the people stood by, watching, but the rulers scoffed at him, saying,
“He saved others; let him save himself, if he is the Christ of God, his Chosen One!” 36The soldiers also
mocked him, coming up and offering him sour wine 37and saying, “If you are the King of the Jews, save
yourself!” 38There was also an inscription over him, “This is the King of the Jews.”
4

39

One of the criminals who were hanged railed at him, saying, “Are you not the Christ? Save yourself
and us!” 40But the other rebuked him, saying, “Do you not fear God, since you are under the same
sentence of condemnation? 41And we indeed justly, for we are receiving the due reward of our deeds;
but this man has done nothing wrong.” 42And he said, “Jesus, remember me when you come into your
kingdom.” 43And he said to him, “Truly, I say to you, today you will be with me in paradise.”
44
It was now about the sixth hour, and there was darkness over the whole land until the ninth hour,
45
while the sun's light failed. And the curtain of the temple was torn in two. 46Then Jesus, calling out
with a loud voice, said, “Father, into your hands I commit my spirit!” And having said this he breathed
his last.
P
C

This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.

(Please Be Seated)
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 8:15 AM GOD LOVES ME DEARLY

LSB 392 v.1

Text and tune: Public domain

HYMN OF THE DAY: WHEN I SURVEY THE WONDROUS CROSS

Text and tune: Public domain

5

LSB 425

SERMON
CREDAL HYMN: WE ALL BELIEVE IN ONE TRUE GOD

LSB 953

(Please Stand)
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
P

Let us come before our heavenly Father in prayer confident that He hears and answers for Jesus’
sake.

P

For the Church around the world, wherever the Gospel is proclaimed, calling people to follow our
Lord as pilgrims treading toward the gracious and eternal promises of Christ, that God would
protect and direct her, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.

C
P
C
P
C
P
C

For all who call out to God for relief from illness, pain, or difficult circumstances, [especially . . .],
that God would hear their prayers and graciously answer them in His almighty wisdom and love,
let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.
For health care workers, first responders, and all who minister to people nearing the end of this
mortal life, that God would sustain them in their vocation and use them as His instruments for
Jesus’ sake, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.
For ourselves, that we look beyond the grave in our daily living, anticipating our entry into heaven
and living in the light of God’s love, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.

(Special Petitions)
P
C

Into Your hands, heavenly Father, we commend ourselves and all for whom we pray, trusting in
Your mercy for the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord.
Amen.

(Please Be Seated)
6

GATHERING OF OFFERINGS
Your tithes and offerings shape the lives of people through the Gospel of Jesus Christ for now and eternity. Thank you for your
generosity! “Each one must give as he has decided in his heart, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful
giver.” 2 Corinthians 9:7

LSB 783 v. 1, 4 & 6

OFFERTORY: TAKE MY LIFE AND LET IT BE

Text and tune: Public domain

(Please Stand)

☩ SACRAMENT ☩

We believe Holy Communion is the true body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ under the bread and wine, instituted
by Christ Himself for us Christians to eat and to drink. If you are a communicant member of a Lutheran Church—
Missouri Synod congregation, please feel free to commune with us. If not, please speak with the pastor before
receiving the Lord’s Supper.
How should we each examine ourselves before coming to Holy Communion?
1.
Be aware of our sins and be sorry for them
2.
Believe in our Savior, Jesus Christ, and in His words in the Sacrament
3.
Intend, by the help of the Holy Spirit, to live as God’s forgiven people walking in newness of life
PREFACE

P
C

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

P
C

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

P
C

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

PROPER PREFACE
P

It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to You,
holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who, having created
all things, took on human flesh and was born of the virgin Mary. For our sake He died on the cross
and rose from the dead to put an end to death, thus fulfilling Your will and gaining for You a holy
people. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and
magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and singing:

7

SANCTUS Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9

WORDS OF OUR LORD
P

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had given
thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T body, which is
given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.”
In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it to
them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My T blood, which is shed for
you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”

LORD'S PRAYER
C

Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

PAX DOMINI John 20:19
P
C

The peace of the Lord be with you always.
Amen
8

AGNUS DEI John 1:29

(Please Be Seated)
☩ DISTRIBUTION HYMNS ☩
LSB 453

UPON THE CROSS EXTENDED

9

5

Your soul in griefs unbounded,
Your head with thorns surrounded,
You died to ransom me.
The cross for me enduring,
The crown for me securing,
You healed my wounds and set me free.

6

Your cords of love, my Savior,
Bind me to You forever,
I am no longer mine.
To You I gladly tender
All that my life can render
And all I have to You resign.

7

Your cross I place before me;
Its saving pow’r restore me,
Sustain me in the test.
It will, when life is ending,
Be guiding and attending
My way to Your eternal rest.

Text and tune: Public domain

LSB 861

CHRIST BE MY LEADER

Text: © 1964, renewed 1992 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003477
Tune: Public domain

10

LSB 611

CHIEF OF SINNERS THOUGH I BE

Text and tune: Public domain

(Please Stand)
POST COMMUNION VERSE: SENT FORTH BY GOD’S BLESSING

11

LSB 643 v. 2

Text: © 1964 World Library Publications. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003477
Tune: Public domain

BENEDICAMUS
P
C

We are people loved by Christ
Sharing Christ’s love.

P
C

Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

BENEDICTION Numbers 6:24-26
P

C

The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace.
Amen.
LSB 837

CLOSING HYMN: LIFT HIGH THE CROSS

12

5

Let ev’ry race and ev’ry language tell
Of Him who saves our lives from death and hell. Refrain

6

So shall our song of triumph ever be:
Praise to the Crucified for victory! Refrain

Text and tune: © 1974 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003477

Organ

POSTLUDE
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