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SIXTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST – TREE OF LIFE SERMON SERIES
July 16 & 17, 2022
5:00 PM & 8:15 AM
AS WE GATHER
Our prayers are filled with “just one more thing” that we ask of God. Crowded into the prayers of God’s
people are the manifold concerns and burdens of this mortal life. But from another perspective, it is not
one more thing but one thing only. In the Gospel for today, we see the contrast between the many
things occupying the attention and creating stress upon Martha and the one thing needful, which her
sister, Mary, has recognized. It is this one thing to which we are called today, and it is the key to finding
our way through the stresses, burdens, and concerns that complicate our lives of faith.
Organ

PRELUDE
RINGING OF THE BELLS
WELCOME

LSB 728

OPENING HYMN: HOW FIRM A FOUNDATION

Text and tune: Public domain

(Please Stand)
1

INVOCATION Matthew 28:19b; 18:20
P
C

In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

OPENING SENTENCES Isaiah 11:1; 1 Corinthians 6:11
P
C

There shall come forth a shoot from the stump of Jesse,
and a branch from his roots shall bear fruit.

P
C

The tree of life:
God’s promise of salvation.

P
C

But you were washed, you were sanctified,
You were justified in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ.

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION
P
C

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and cleanse
us from all unrighteousness.

P
C

Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.
Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have sinned
against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left
undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as
ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your
Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may
delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen.

P

Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you all your
sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all
your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

C
(or)
A

C

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for His sake God forgives
us all our sins. To those who believe in Jesus Christ He gives the power to become the children of
God and bestows on them the Holy Spirit. May the Lord, who has begun this good work in us, bring
it to completion in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ.
Amen.

2

HYMN OF PRAISE: FRUITFUL TREES, THE SPIRIT’S SOWING

LSB 691 v. 1-3

Text: © 1984 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003477
Tune: © 1980 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003477

SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY
P
C

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

P

Let us pray.
O Lord, grant us the Spirit to hear Your Word and know the one thing needful that by Your Word
and Spirit we may live according to Your will; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives
and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

C

(Please Be Seated)
☩ WORD ☩
OLD TESTAMENT READING Genesis 18:1-14
1

The LORD appeared to [Abraham] by the oaks of Mamre, as he sat at the door of his tent in the heat
of the day. 2He lifted up his eyes and looked, and behold, three men were standing in front of him.
When he saw them, he ran from the tent door to meet them and bowed himself to the earth 3and said,
“O Lord, if I have found favor in your sight, do not pass by your servant. 4Let a little water be brought,
and wash your feet, and rest yourselves under the tree, 5while I bring a morsel of bread, that you may
refresh yourselves, and after that you may pass on—since you have come to your servant.” So they
said, “Do as you have said.” 6And Abraham went quickly into the tent to Sarah and said, “Quick! Three
seahs of fine flour! Knead it, and make cakes.” 7And Abraham ran to the herd and took a calf, tender
and good, and gave it to a young man, who prepared it quickly. 8Then he took curds and milk and the
calf that he had prepared, and set it before them. And he stood by them under the tree while they ate.
9
They said to him, “Where is Sarah your wife?” And he said, “She is in the tent.” 10The LORD said, “I
will surely return to you about this time next year, and Sarah your wife shall have a son.” And Sarah
was listening at the tent door behind him. 11Now Abraham and Sarah were old, advanced in years. The
way of women had ceased to be with Sarah. 12So Sarah laughed to herself, saying, “After I am worn
out, and my lord is old, shall I have pleasure?” 13The LORD said to Abraham, “Why did Sarah laugh and
say, ‘Shall I indeed bear a child, now that I am old?’ 14Is anything too hard for the LORD? At the appointed
time I will return to you about this time next year, and Sarah shall have a son.”
3

L
C

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

EPISTLE Colossians 1:21-29
21

You, who once were alienated and hostile in mind, doing evil deeds, 22he has now reconciled in his
body of flesh by his death, in order to present you holy and blameless and above reproach before him,
23
if indeed you continue in the faith, stable and steadfast, not shifting from the hope of the gospel that
you heard, which has been proclaimed in all creation under heaven, and of which I, Paul, became a
minister.
24
Now I rejoice in my sufferings for your sake, and in my flesh I am filling up what is lacking in Christ’s
afflictions for the sake of his body, that is, the church, 25of which I became a minister according to the
stewardship from God that was given to me for you, to make the word of God fully known, 26the mystery
hidden for ages and generations but now revealed to his saints. 27To them God chose to make known
how great among the Gentiles are the riches of the glory of this mystery, which is Christ in you, the
hope of glory. 28Him we proclaim, warning everyone and teaching everyone with all wisdom, that we
may present everyone mature in Christ. 29For this I toil, struggling with all his energy that he powerfully
works within me.
L
C

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

(Please Stand)
ALLELUIA AND VERSE John 6:68

HOLY GOSPEL Matthew 3:13–17
P
C

The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the third chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.

13

Then Jesus came from Galilee to the Jordan to John, to be baptized by him. 14John would have
prevented him, saying, “I need to be baptized by you, and do you come to me?” 15But Jesus answered
him, “Let it be so now, for thus it is fitting for us to fulfill all righteousness.” Then he consented. 16And
when Jesus was baptized, immediately he went up from the water, and behold, the heavens were
opened to him, and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and coming to rest on him; 17and
behold, a voice from heaven said, “This is my beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased.”
P
C

This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.

(Please Be Seated)
4

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 8:15 AM GOD LOVES ME DEARLY

LSB 392 v.1

Text and tune: Public domain

HYMN OF THE DAY: GOD’S OWN CHILD, I GLADLY SAY IT

5

LSB 594

Text: © 1991 Robert E. Voelker. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003477
Tune: Public domain

SERMON
CREDAL HYMN: WE ALL BELIEVE IN ONE TRUE GOD

LSB 953

(Please Stand)
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
P

C
P
C

Let us pray to the Lord on behalf of all people and especially for the people of God and the saints
in this place.
For the Lord to grant us knowledge of the mystery long hidden and revealed in Christ, that we may
rejoice in our own salvation and be bearers of this Good News to the world at large, let us pray to
the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.
For loving hearts, patience, and compassion, that we not speak harshly but with kindness, putting
the best construction on all things, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.
6

P
C
P

C
P

C

For hospitality, that our homes be places of love and that our churches welcome new people with
genuine affection in Christ, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.
For peace among the nations, for an end to violence and hate, and for responsible leaders in
government who will hearken to the voice of God’s Word and serve us with justice and integrity,
let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.
For the sick, the suffering, the grieving, and the dying, [especially . . .], and all whom we name
before the Lord in our hearts [silence], that God answer them with mercy, heal them in accordance
with His will, and bring them to everlasting life, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.

(Special Petitions)
P
C

Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in Your mercy; through
Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord.
Amen.

(Please Be Seated)
GATHERING OF OFFERINGS
Your tithes and offerings shape the lives of people through the Gospel of Jesus Christ for now and eternity. Thank you for your
generosity! “Each one must give as he has decided in his heart, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful
giver.” 2 Corinthians 9:7

LSB 783 v. 1, 4 & 6

OFFERTORY: TAKE MY LIFE AND LET IT BE

Text and tune: Public domain

(Please Stand)

7

☩ SACRAMENT ☩
We believe Holy Communion is the true body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ under the bread and wine, instituted
by Christ Himself for us Christians to eat and to drink. If you are a communicant member of a Lutheran Church—
Missouri Synod congregation, please feel free to commune with us. If not, please speak with the pastor before
receiving the Lord’s Supper.
How should we each examine ourselves before coming to Holy Communion?
1.
Be aware of our sins and be sorry for them
2.
Believe in our Savior, Jesus Christ, and in His words in the Sacrament
3.
Intend, by the help of the Holy Spirit, to live as God’s forgiven people walking in newness of life
PREFACE

P
C

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

P
C

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

P
C

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

PROPER PREFACE
P

It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to You,
holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who, having created
all things, took on human flesh and was born of the virgin Mary. For our sake He died on the cross
and rose from the dead to put an end to death, thus fulfilling Your will and gaining for You a holy
people. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and
magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and singing:

SANCTUS Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9

8

WORDS OF OUR LORD
P

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had given
thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T body, which is
given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.”
In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it to
them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My T blood, which is shed for
you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”

LORD'S PRAYER
C

Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

PAX DOMINI John 20:19
P
C

The peace of the Lord be with you always.
Amen

AGNUS DEI John 1:29

(Please Be Seated)
9

☩ DISTRIBUTION HYMNS ☩
LSB 434

LAMB OF GOD, PURE AND HOLY

Text and tune: Public domain

LSB 597

WATER, BLOOD, AND SPIRIT CRYING

Text: © 1999 Stephen P. Starke, admin. Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003477
Tune: © 2003 Jeffrey N. Blersch. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003477

10

LSB 512

AT THE NAME OF JESUS

5

In your hearts enthrone Him;
There let Him subdue
All that is not holy,
All that is not true:
Crown Him as your captain
In temptation’s hour;
Let His will enfold you
In its light and pow’r.

6

Christians, this Lord Jesus
Shall return again
In His Father’s glory,
With His angel train;
For all wreaths of empire
Meet upon His brow,
And our hearts confess Him
King of glory now.

D 7

Glory then to Jesus,
Who, the Prince of light,
To a world in darkness
Brought the gift of sight;
Praise to God the Father;
In the Spirit’s love
Praise we all together
Him who reigns above.

Text and tune: Public domain

11

(Please Stand)
POST COMMUNION VERSE: SENT FORTH BY GOD’S BLESSING

Text: © 1964 World Library Publications. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003477
Tune: Public domain

BENEDICAMUS
P
C

We are people loved by Christ
Sharing Christ’s love.

P
C

Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

BENEDICTION Numbers 6:24-26
P

C

The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace.
Amen.

12

LSB 643 v. 2

CLOSING HYMN: WE PRAISE YOU AND ACKNOWLEDGE YOU, O GOD

LSB 941

Text: © 1999 Stephen P. Starke, admin. Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003477
Tune: Public domain

Organ

POSTLUDE
ACKNOWLEDGMENTS

Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from the ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, English Standard Version®), copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used
by permission. All rights reserved. Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2022 Concordia Publishing House.
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