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AS WE GATHER
Holy Trinity, a time we commemorate and celebrate, is different than any other recognized time in the
Church Year. Unlike Christmas, Easter, or last week’s Pentecost, where we rejoice in and reflect upon
an action of God for our salvation, Holy Trinity is a time to rejoice in and reflect upon a doctrine. We
gather around our shared confession of God as we know Him to be in the Trinity: Father, Son, and Holy
Spirit. Even in the mystery of things we cannot fully understand or comprehend by our own reason, we
trust God’s revelation through His Word made known to us of who He is and what He has done, that
apart from Him there is no other.
Organ

PRELUDE
RINGING OF THE BELLS
WELCOME
OPENING HYMN: ETERNAL FATHER, STRONG TO SAVE

LSB 717

(Please Stand)
INVOCATION Matthew 28:19b; 18:20
P
C

In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

OPENING SENTENCES Isaiah 11:1; Psalm 139:14
P
C

There shall come forth a shoot from the stump of Jesse,
and a branch from his roots shall bear fruit.

P
C

The tree of life:
God’s promise of salvation.

P
C

I praise you, for I am fearfully and wonderfully made.
Wonderful are your works; my soul knows it very well

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION
P
C

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and cleanse
us from all unrighteousness.

1

P
C

Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.
Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have sinned
against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left
undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as
ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your
Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may
delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen.

P

Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you all your
sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all
your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

C
(or)
A

C

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for His sake God forgives
us all our sins. To those who believe in Jesus Christ He gives the power to become the children of
God and bestows on them the Holy Spirit. May the Lord, who has begun this good work in us, bring
it to completion in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ.
Amen.

HYMN OF PRAISE: FRUITFUL TREES, THE SPIRIT’S SOWING

LSB 691

Text: © 1984 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003477
Tune: © 1980 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003477

SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY
P
C

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

P

Let us pray.
Almighty and everlasting God, You have given us grace to acknowledge the glory of the eternal
Trinity by the confession of a true faith and to worship the Unity in the power of the Divine Majesty.
Keep us steadfast in this faith and defend us from all adversities; for You, O Father, Son, and Holy
Spirit, live and reign, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

C

(Please Be Seated)
2

☩ WORD ☩
OLD TESTAMENT READING Genesis 3:1-15
1

Now the serpent was more crafty than any other beast of the field that the LORD God had made.
He said to the woman, “Did God actually say, ‘You shall not eat of any tree in the garden’?” 2And the
woman said to the serpent, “We may eat of the fruit of the trees in the garden, 3but God said, 'You shall
not eat of the fruit of the tree that is in the midst of the garden, neither shall you touch it, lest you die.’”
4
But the serpent said to the woman, “You will not surely die. 5For God knows that when you eat of it
your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil.” 6So when the woman saw
that the tree was good for food, and that it was a delight to the eyes, and that the tree was to be desired
to make one wise, she took of its fruit and ate, and she also gave some to her husband who was with
her, and he ate. 7Then the eyes of both were opened, and they knew that they were naked. And they
sewed fig leaves together and made themselves loincloths.
8
And they heard the sound of the LORD God walking in the garden in the cool of the day, and the man
and his wife hid themselves from the presence of the LORD God among the trees of the garden. 9But
the LORD God called to the man and said to him, “Where are you?” 10And he said, “I heard the sound
of you in the garden, and I was afraid, because I was naked, and I hid myself.” 11He said, “Who told you
that you were naked? Have you eaten of the tree of which I commanded you not to eat?” 12The man
said, “The woman whom you gave to be with me, she gave me fruit of the tree, and I ate.” 13Then the
LORD God said to the woman, “What is this that you have done?” The woman said, “The serpent
deceived me, and I ate.”
14

The LORD God said to the serpent,
“Because you have done this,
cursed are you above all livestock
and above all beasts of the field;
on your belly you shall go,
and dust you shall eat
all the days of your life.
15
I will put enmity between you and the woman,
and between your offspring and her offspring;
he shall bruise your head,
and you shall bruise his heel.”
L
C

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

EPISTLE Acts 2:14a, 22-36
14

Peter, standing with the eleven, lifted up his voice and addressed them, . . .
“Men of Israel, hear these words: Jesus of Nazareth, a man attested to you by God with mighty
works and wonders and signs that God did through him in your midst, as you yourselves know— 23this
Jesus, delivered up according to the definite plan and foreknowledge of God, you crucified and killed
by the hands of lawless men. 24God raised him up, loosing the pangs of death, because it was not
possible for him to be held by it. 25For David says concerning him,
22

“‘I saw the Lord always before me,
for he is at my right hand that I may not be shaken;
26
therefore my heart was glad, and my tongue rejoiced;
my flesh also will dwell in hope.
27
For you will not abandon my soul to Hades,
or let your Holy One see corruption.
28
You have made known to me the paths of life;
you will make me full of gladness with your presence.’
3

29

“Brothers, I may say to you with confidence about the patriarch David that he both died and was
buried, and his tomb is with us to this day. 30Being therefore a prophet, and knowing that God had sworn
with an oath to him that he would set one of his descendants on his throne, 31he foresaw and spoke
about the resurrection of the Christ, that he was not abandoned to Hades, nor did his flesh see
corruption. 32This Jesus God raised up, and of that we all are witnesses. 33Being therefore exalted at
the right hand of God, and having received from the Father the promise of the Holy Spirit, he has poured
out this that you yourselves are seeing and hearing. 34For David did not ascend into the heavens, but
he himself says,
“‘The Lord said to my Lord,
Sit at my right hand,
35
until I make your enemies your footstool.’
36

Let all the house of Israel therefore know for certain that God has made him both Lord and Christ, this
Jesus whom you crucified.”
L
C

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

(Please Stand)
ALLELUIA AND VERSE John 6:68

HOLY GOSPEL John 8:48-59
P
C

The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the eighth chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.
48

The Jews answered [Jesus], “Are we not right in saying that you are a Samaritan and have a
demon?” 49Jesus answered, “I do not have a demon, but I honor my Father, and you dishonor me. 50Yet
I do not seek my own glory; there is One who seeks it, and he is the judge. 51Truly, truly, I say to you,
if anyone keeps my word, he will never see death.” 52The Jews said to him, “Now we know that you
have a demon! Abraham died, as did the prophets, yet you say, ‘If anyone keeps my word, he will never
taste death.’ 53Are you greater than our father Abraham, who died? And the prophets died! Who do you
make yourself out to be?” 54Jesus answered, “If I glorify myself, my glory is nothing. It is my Father who
glorifies me, of whom you say, ‘He is our God.’ 55But you have not known him. I know him. If I were to
say that I do not know him, I would be a liar like you, but I do know him and I keep his word. 56Your
father Abraham rejoiced that he would see my day. He saw it and was glad.” 57So the Jews said to him,
“You are not yet fifty years old, and have you seen Abraham?” 58Jesus said to them, “Truly, truly, I say
to you, before Abraham was, I am.” 59So they picked up stones to throw at him, but Jesus hid himself
and went out of the temple.
P
C

This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.
4

(Please Be Seated)
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 8:15 AM GOD LOVES ME DEARLY

LSB 392 v.1

Text and tune: Public domain

LSB 507

HYMN OF THE DAY: HOLY, HOLY, HOLY
SERMON
VBS VOLUNTEER COMMISSIONING
ATHANASIAN CREED
Part 1
P
C

Whoever desires to be saved must, above all, hold the catholic (universal) faith.
Whoever does not keep it whole and undefiled will without doubt perish eternally.

P
C

And the catholic faith is this,
that we worship one God in Trinity and Trinity in Unity, neither confusing the persons nor
dividing the substance.

P
C

For the Father is one person, the Son is another, and the Holy Spirit is another.
But the Godhead of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit is one: the glory equal,
the majesty coeternal.

P
C

Such as the Father is, such is the Son, and such is the Holy Spirit:
the Father uncreated, the Son uncreated, the Holy Spirit uncreated;

P
C

the Father infinite, the Son infinite, the Holy Spirit infinite;
the Father eternal, the Son eternal, the Holy Spirit eternal.

P
C

And yet there are not three Eternals, but one Eternal,
just as there are not three Uncreated or three Infinites, but one Uncreated and one Infinite.

P
C

In the same way, the Father is almighty, the Son almighty, the Holy Spirit almighty;
and yet there are not three Almighties, but one Almighty.
5

P
C

So the Father is God, the Son is God, the Holy Spirit is God;
and yet there are not three Gods, but one God.

P
C

So the Father is Lord, the Son is Lord, the Holy Spirit is Lord;
and yet there are not three Lords, but one Lord.

Part 2
P
C

Just as we are compelled by the Christian truth to acknowledge each distinct person as God and
Lord, so also are we prohibited by the catholic religion to say that there are three Gods or Lords.
The Father is not made nor created nor begotten by anyone.

P
C

The Son is neither made nor created, but begotten of the Father alone.
The Holy Spirit is of the Father and of the Son, neither made nor created nor begotten, but
proceeding.

P

Thus, there is one Father, not three Fathers; one Son, not three Sons; one Holy Spirit, not three
Holy Spirits.
And in this Trinity none is before or after another; none is greater or less than another;

C
P
C

but the whole three persons are coeternal with each other and coequal, so that in all things, as has
been stated above, the Trinity in Unity and Unity in Trinity is to be worshiped.
Therefore, whoever desires to be saved must think thus about the Trinity.

Part 3
P
C

P

But it is also necessary for everlasting salvation that one faithfully believe the incarnation of our
Lord Jesus Christ.
Therefore, it is the right faith that we believe and confess that our Lord Jesus Christ, the
Son of God, is at the same time both God and man.

C

He is God, begotten from the substance of the Father before all ages; and He is man, born from
the substance of His mother in this age:
perfect God and perfect man, composed of a rational soul and human flesh;

P
C

equal to the Father with respect to His divinity, less than the Father with respect to His humanity.
Although He is God and man, He is not two, but one Christ:

P
C

one, however, not by the conversion of the divinity into flesh, but by the assumption of the humanity
into God;
one altogether, not by confusion of substance, but by unity of person.

P
C

For as the rational soul and flesh is one man, so God and man is one Christ,
who suffered for our salvation, descended into hell, rose again the third day from the dead,

P

ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father, God Almighty, from whence
He will come to judge the living and the dead.
At His coming all people will rise again with their bodies and give an account concerning
their own deeds.

C

6

P

And those who have done good will enter into eternal life, and those who have done evil into eternal
fire.
C This is the catholic faith; whoever does not believe it faithfully and firmly cannot be saved.
(Please Stand)
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
P

Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus and for all people according to their needs.

C

Before Abraham was, You were and are and ever will be—Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. From You
comes all that is from creation to redemption in Jesus Christ. Your grace preserves all things. Grant
us continued faith and trust in who You have revealed Yourself to be that we trust in Your mercy
and rejoice in the forgiveness accomplished for us through all our days. Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.

P

C

Ever-providing Lord—Father, Son, and Holy Spirit—You have suffered fully the cost of love through
the only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ. Give healing and peace to all who are afflicted, and give Your
comfort to the grieving and dying. We lift up to You those who have requested our prayer,
[especially . . .], those whose needs are known only to You, and those in our hearts [silence for
private prayer]. Give them all that is needful so they may endure trials confident of Your presence
and grace sufficient for every need. Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.

(Special Petitions)
P
C

All these things we pray to You, through Christ Jesus, for You live and reign as the triune and
eternal God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, who always has been and always will be.
Amen.

(Please Be Seated)
GATHERING OF OFFERINGS
Your tithes and offerings shape the lives of people through the Gospel of Jesus Christ for now and eternity. Thank you for your
generosity! “Each one must give as he has decided in his heart, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful
giver.” 2 Corinthians 9:7

LSB 783 v. 1, 4 & 6

OFFERTORY: TAKE MY LIFE AND LET IT BE

Text and tune: Public domain

(Please Stand)
7

☩ SACRAMENT ☩
We believe Holy Communion is the true body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ under the bread and wine, instituted
by Christ Himself for us Christians to eat and to drink. If you are a communicant member of a Lutheran Church—
Missouri Synod congregation, please feel free to commune with us. If not, please speak with the pastor before
receiving the Lord’s Supper.
How should we each examine ourselves before coming to Holy Communion?
1.
Be aware of our sins and be sorry for them
2.
Believe in our Savior, Jesus Christ, and in His words in the Sacrament
3.
Intend, by the help of the Holy Spirit, to live as God’s forgiven people walking in newness of life

PREFACE
P
C

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

P
C

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

P
C

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

PROPER PREFACE
P

It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to You,
holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, who with Your only-begotten Son and the Holy Spirit
are one God, one Lord. In the confession of the only true God, we worship the Trinity in person
and the Unity in substance, of majesty coequal. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all
the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and
singing:

SANCTUS Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9

8

WORDS OF OUR LORD
P

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had given
thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T body, which is
given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.”
In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it to
them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My T blood, which is shed for
you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”

LORD'S PRAYER
C

Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

PAX DOMINI John 20:19
P
C

The peace of the Lord be with you always.
Amen

AGNUS DEI John 1:29

9

(Please Be Seated)
☩ DISTRIBUTION HYMNS ☩
GLORY BE TO GOD THE FATHER

LSB 506

AT THE NAME OF JESUS

LSB 512

CHRIST IS THE WORLD’S REDEEMER

LSB 539

(Please Stand)
POST COMMUNION VERSE: SENT FORTH BY GOD’S BLESSING

Text: © 1964 World Library Publications. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003477
Tune: Public domain
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LSB 643 v. 1

BENEDICAMUS
P
C

We are people loved by Christ
Sharing Christ’s love.

P
C

Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

BENEDICTION Numbers 6:24-26
P

C

The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace.
Amen.

CLOSING HYMN: THY STRONG WORD

LSB 578

POSTLUDE

Organ
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