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AS WE GATHER
The shepherds had a sudden awakening when angelic light dispelled the darkness of night. God was
entering human history in Bethlehem then, but for centuries He had been shedding light on His plans.
This evening we thank God that His grace has dawned within us, giving us believing hearts to joyfully
celebrate His birth. We not only recall what God has done in the past, but also we shine the light of
Christ to spread God’s love to one another. And then we go out into a world where many people still
walk in darkness. What joy there will be when they see the Light!
INSTRUMENTAL

PRE-SERVICE
RINGING OF THE BELLS
WELCOME
(Please Stand)
PROCESSIONAL HYMN: O COME, ALL YE FAITHFUL
O come, all ye faithful,
Joyful and triumphant!
O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem;
Come and behold Him
Born the king of angels:
O come, let us adore Him,
O come, let us adore Him,
O come let us adore Him, Christ the Lord!
Highest, most holy,
Light of Light eternal,
Born of a virgin, a mortal He comes;
Son of the Father
Now in flesh appearing!
O come, let us adore Him,
O come, let us adore Him,
O come let us adore Him, Christ the Lord!
Sing, choirs of angels,
Sing in exultation,
Sing, all ye citizens of heaven above!
Glory to God
In the highest:
O come, let us adore Him,
O come, let us adore Him,
O come let us adore Him, Christ the Lord!
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Yea, Lord, we greet Thee,
Born this happy morning;
Jesus, to Thee be glory giv’n!
Word of the Father
Now in flesh appearing!
O come, let us adore Him,
O come, let us adore Him,
O come let us adore Him, Christ the Lord!
OPENING SENTENCES Isaiah 9:2
P The people who walked in darkness
C have seen a great light;

LSB 361, v.1

P those who dwelt in a land of deep darkness,
C on them has light shined.
P O little town of Bethlehem,
C How still we see thee lie!
P Above thy deep and dreamless sleep
C The silent stars go by;
P Yet in thy dark streets shineth
C The everlasting light.
P The hopes and fears of all the years
C Are met in thee tonight. Amen.
CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION

Titus 2:11–14

(If you would like private confession and absolution, please call the office at
(314) 832-5600 to make an appointment with Pastor Clark)

P “For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation for all people, training us to renounce
ungodliness and worldly passions, and to live self-controlled, upright, and godly lives in the present
age.” As we gather together this Christmas Eve, let us confess our sins to God our Father.
C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have sinned
against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left
undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as
ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your
Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may
delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen.
P Tonight we celebrate “the appearing of the glory of our great God and Savior Jesus Christ, who
gave Himself for us to redeem us from all lawlessness and to purify for Himself a people for His
own possession who are zealous for good works.” Because of this Savior born for us, I, by virtue
of my office, as a called and ordained servant of the Word, announce the grace of God to all of
you, and in the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ, I forgive you all your sins in
the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.
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(or)
A In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for His sake God forgives
us all our sins. To those who believe in Jesus Christ He gives the power to become the children of
God and bestows on them the Holy Spirit. May the Lord, who has begun this good work in us, bring
it to completion in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. John 1:12, Philippians 1:6
C Amen.
(Please Be Seated)

☩WORD ☩
FESTIVE GLORIA – The Songs of the Angels
HYMN VERSE: ANGELS FROM THE REALMS OF GLORY

LSB 367, v. 1 & 2

Angels from the realms of glory,
Wing your flight o’er all the earth.
Ye who sang creation’s story,
Now proclaim Messiah’s birth.
Refrain:

Come and worship, come and worship;
Worship Christ, the newborn King.

Shepherds in the field abiding,
Watching o’er your flocks by night,
God with us is now residing,
Yonder shines the Infant Light. Refrain
HYMN VERSE: ANGELS WE HAVE HEARD ON HIGH
Angels we have heard on high,
Sweetly singing o’er the plains,
And the mountains in reply,
Echoing their joyous strains.
Refrain:

Gloria in excelsis Deo. Gloria in excelsis Deo.

Come to Bethlehem and see
Him whose birth the angels sing;
Come, adore on bended knee
Christ the Lord, the newborn King. Refrain
Text: French, tr. The Crown of Jesus, Part 2, London, 1862, alt., public domain
Tune: GLORIA, French, public domain
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LSB 368, v. 1 & 3

HYMN VERSE: HARK! THE HERALD ANGELS SING

LSB 380, V. 1 & 3

Hark! The herald angels sing, “
Glory to the newborn King;
Peace on earth and mercy mild,
God and sinners reconciled!”
Joyful, all ye nations, rise,
Join the triumph of the skies;
With the angelic host proclaim,
“Christ is born in Bethlehem!”
Refrain:

Hark! The herald angels sing,
“Glory to the newborn King!”

Hail, the heav’n-born Prince of Peace!
Hail, the Sun of Righteousness!
Light and life to all He brings,
Ris’n with healing in His wings.
Mild He lays His glory by,
Born that man no more may die,
Born to raise the sons of earth,
Born to give them second birth. Refrain
Text: Charles Wesley, 1707–88, alt., public domain

(Please Stand)
HYMN VERSE: ANGELS FROM THE REALMS OF GLORY

LSB 367, v. 5

All creation, join in praising
God the Father, Spirit, Son,
Evermore your voices raising
To the eternal Three in One.
Refrain:

Come and worship, come and worship;
Worship Christ, the newborn King.

Text: Salisbury Hymn Book, Salisbury, 1857, alt., public domain

SALUTATION and COLLECT
P The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.
P Let us pray. O God,
C because You once caused this holy night to shine with the brightness of the true Light,
grant that we who have known the mystery of that Light on earth may come to the full
measure of its joys in heaven;
P through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and forever.
C Amen.
(Please Be Seated)
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OLD TESTAMENT Isaiah 9:2–7 (The prophet proclaims the birth of Him who sits on David’s throne and
who will be known as the Prince of Peace.)
2

The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who dwelt in a land of deep
darkness, on them has light shined. 3 You have multiplied the nation; you have increased its joy; they
rejoice before you as with joy at the harvest, as they are glad when they divide the spoil. 4For the yoke
of his burden, and the staff for his shoulder, the rod of his oppressor, you have broken as on the day of
Midian. 5For every boot of the tramping warrior in battle tumult and every garment rolled in blood will
be burned as fuel for the fire. 6For to us a child is born, to us a son is given; and the government shall
be upon his shoulder, and his name shall be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting
Father, Prince of Peace. 7Of the increase of his government and of peace there will be no end, on the
throne of David and over his kingdom, to establish it and to uphold it with justice and with righteousness
from this time forth and forevermore. The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this.
A This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God!
EPISTLE Titus 2:11–14 (The grace of God that has appeared for the salvation of all people.)
11
For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation for all people, 12training us to renounce
ungodliness and worldly passions, and to live self-controlled, upright, and godly lives in the present
age, 13waiting for our blessed hope, the appearing of the glory of our great God and Savior Jesus Christ,
14
who gave himself for us to redeem us from all lawlessness and to purify for himself a people for his
own possession who are zealous for good works.
A This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God!
LSB 370, v. 1

GOSPEL VERSE: WHAT CHILD IS THIS
What child is this, who, laid to rest,
On Mary’s lap is sleeping?
Whom angels greet with anthems sweet
While shepherds watch are keeping?
This, this is Christ the King,
Whom shepherds guard and angels sing;
Haste, haste to bring Him laud,
The babe, the son of Mary!
(Please Stand)

HOLY GOSPEL Luke 2: 1-14 (The birth of our Lord Jesus Christ.)
The congregation is invited to read the words in bold
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the second chapter.
C Glory to You, O Lord.
2

In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the world should be registered. 2 This
was the first registration when Quirinius was governor of Syria. 3 And all went to be registered, each to
his own town. 4 And Joseph also went up from Galilee, from the town of Nazareth, to Judea, to the city
of David, which is called Bethlehem, because he was of the house and lineage of David, 5 to be
registered with Mary, his betrothed, who was with child. 6 And while they were there, the time came for
her to give birth. 7 And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in swaddling cloths and laid
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him in a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn. 8 And in the same region there were
shepherds out in the field, keeping watch over their flock by night. 9 And an angel of the Lord appeared
to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were filled with great fear. 10 And the
angel said to them, “Fear not, for behold, I bring you good news of great joy that will be for all the
people. 11 For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the
Lord. 12 And this will be a sign for you: you will find a baby wrapped in swaddling cloths and
lying in a manger.” 13 And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising
God and saying, 14 “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace among those with whom he
is pleased!” 15 When the angels went away from them into heaven, the shepherds said to one another,
“Let us go over to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has made known
to us.” 16 And they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby lying in a manger. 17 And
when they saw it, they made known the saying that had been told them concerning this child. 18 And all
who heard it wondered at what the shepherds told them. 19 But Mary treasured up all these things,
pondering them in her heart. 20 And the shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had
heard and seen, as it had been told them.
P This is the Gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to You, O Christ.
APOSTLES’ CREED
C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, BORN
OF THE VIRGIN MARY, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried.
He descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the dead. He ascended into
heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence He will come to
judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.
(Please Be Seated)
Green/Lowery

HYMN OF THE DAY: MARY DID YOU KNOW
Mary did you know
That your baby boy Would one day walk on water
Mary did you know
That your baby boy Would save our sons and daughters
Did you know
That your baby boy Has come to make you new
This Child that you delivered Will soon deliver you
Mary did you know
That your baby boy Would give sight to the blind man
Mary did you know
That your baby boy Would calm a storm with His hand
Did you know
That your baby boy Has walked where angels trod
And when you kiss your little baby You've kissed the face of God
6

The blind will see The deaf will hear
The dead will live again
The lame will leap The dumb will speak
The praises of the Lamb
Mary did you know
That your baby boy Is Lord of all creation
Mary did you know
That your baby boy Will one day rule the nations
Did you know
That your baby boy Is heaven's perfect Lamb
And the sleeping Child you're holding Is the great I Am
Oh Mary did you know
CCLI #219979 Used by permission

SERMON
(Please Stand)
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH Isaiah 9:6
P Father, with joy and wonder we gather around the manger on this night as we recall how great is
Your love for us, sending Your Son into our world wrapped in our flesh as a tiny child to forgive our
sins. O come let us adore Him,
C Christ, the Lord.
P Jesus, on this night we recall how great is Your love for us. You gave up heaven to live on earth
as one of us, and one with us, to forgive our sin. O come let us adore Him,
C Christ, the Lord.
P Holy Spirit, on this night we recall how great is Your love for us, gathering us together through the
waters of Baptism and nourishing our faith through the Word and by the body and blood of Jesus
for the forgiveness of our sin. O come let us adore Him,
C Christ, the Lord.
P Renewing Lord, let the Good News of Christmas inspire a renewing of hope, faith, joy, wonder, and
witness in our hearts, our homes, in this congregation, and in the Church throughout the world.
Lord, in Your mercy, O come let us adore Him,
C Christ, the Lord.
P Comforting Lord, we lift up all those who lack joy this Christmastime due to afflictions spiritually,
mentally, and physically. We lift up those who request our prayers, [especially . . .], and those we
name in our hearts [time for silent prayer]. Grant that the hope and promise found in a Savior born
for them will give peace in times of trial. O come let us adore Him,
C Christ, the Lord.
(Special Petitions)
P Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in Your mercy through the
Savior born for us, Jesus Christ, our Lord. O come let us adore Him,
C Christ, the Lord. Amen.
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☩ SACRAMENT ☩
We believe Holy Communion is the true body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ under the bread and wine, instituted by Christ
Himself for us Christians to eat and to drink. If you are a communicant member of a Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod
congregation, please feel free to commune with us. If not, please speak with the pastor before receiving the Lord’s Supper.
How should we each examine ourselves before coming to Holy Communion?
1.
Be aware of our sins and be sorry for them
2.
Believe in our Savior, Jesus Christ, and in His words in the Sacrament
3.
Intend, by the help of the Holy Spirit, to live as God’s forgiven people walking in newness of life

PREFACE
P The Lord be with you. [2 Timothy 4:22]
C And also with you.
P Lift up your hearts. [Colossians 3:1]
C We lift them to the Lord.
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. [Psalm 136]
C It is right to give Him thanks and praise.
PROPER PREFACE
P

It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to You,
holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, whose way John the
Baptist prepared, proclaiming Him the promised Messiah, the very Lamb of God who takes away
the sin of the world, and calling sinners to repentance that they might escape from the wrath to be
revealed when He comes again in glory. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the
company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and singing:
LSB 386, v. 1

HYMN VERSE: NOW SING WE, NOW REJOICE
Now sing we, now rejoice,
Now raise to heav’n our voice;
He from whom joy streameth
Poor in a manger lies;
Not so brightly beameth
The sun in yonder skies.
Thou my Savior art!
Thou my Savior art!

WORDS OF OUR LORD Matthew 26:26–28; Mark 14:22–24; Luke 22:19–20;
1 Corinthians 11:23–25
P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had given
thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T body, which is
given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.”
In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it to
them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My T blood, which is shed for
you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”
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LORD’S PRAYER (Matthew 6:9–13)
P Hear us as we pray in His name as He has taught us:
C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver
us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

THE PEACE OF THE LORD
P The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C Amen.
LSB 386, v. 4

HYMN VERSE: NOW SING WE, NOW REJOICE
Oh, where shall joy be found?
Where but on heav’nly ground?
Where the angels singing
With all His saints unite,
Sweetest praises bringing
In heav’nly joy and light.
Oh, that we were there!
Oh, that we were there!
(Please Be Seated)
DISTRIBUTION HYMNS/SONGS

Martel/Germain

HOW MANY KINGS
Follow the star to a place unexpected
Would you believe after all we've projected
A child in a manger
Lowly and small the weakest of all
Unlikeliest hero wrapped in His mother's shawl
Just a child
Is this who we've waited for 'cause
CHORUS 1:

How many kings stepped down from their thrones
How many lords have abandoned their homes
How many greats have become the least for me
And how many gods have poured out their hearts
To romance a world that is torn all apart
How many fathers gave up their sons for me

Bringing out gifts for the newborn Savior
All that we have whether costly or meek
Because we believe
Gold for His honor and frankincense for His pleasure
And myrrh for the cross He'll suffer
Do you believe
Is this who we've waited for
9

CHORUS 2:

How many kings stepped down from their thrones
How many lords have abandoned their homes
How many greats have become the least
How many gods have poured out their hearts
To romance a world that is torn all apart
How many fathers gave up their sons for me REPEAT CHORUS 2
Only one did that for me, oh
All for me all for you
CCLI #219979 Used by permission

Tomlin

HYMN OF JOY
Joyful joyful we adore Thee God of glory Lord of love
Hearts unfold like flowers before Thee Opening to the sun above
Melt the clouds of sin and sadness Drive the dark of doubt away
Giver of immortal gladness Fill us with the light of day
CHORUS:

Rejoice rejoice Emmanuel
Your love has come here to dwell

All Thy works with joy surround Thee Earth and heav'n reflect Thy rays
Stars and angels sing around Thee Center of unbroken praise
Field and forest vale and mountain Flow'ry meadow flashing sea
Singing bird and flowing fountain Call us to rejoice in Thee CHORUS X2
Mortals join the happy chorus Which the morning stars began
Father love is reigning o'er us Brother love binds man to man
Ever singing march we onward Victors in the midst of strife
Joyful music leads us sunward In the triumph song of life
(Please Remain Seated)
DISMISSAL
THE LIGHTING OF THE CANDLES
(The pastor takes the light from the Christ candle and gives it to the acolytes and ushers. They pass
the light on to the congregation. Tip only the unlighted candle.)
On December 24, 1818 the carol “Stille Nacht! Heilige Nacht! (Silent Night) was heard for the first time
in a church in Oberndorf, Austria. The congregation at that midnight service in St. Nicholas Church
sang to the accompaniment of guitar. 200 years later we sing these same words with guitar this
Christmas Eve.
(The lights are fully dimmed)
Pastor:

As the light of these candles illumine our faces, it symbolizes the Light of Christ, a child
in the manger at Bethlehem, a Savior suffering our death on the cross, and soon to come
from His throne on high as Judge of all. He is our Light here on earth and the eternal Light
who enlightens heaven, where there is no need of candle or sun. Rejoice for the Light of
the World has come, who transforms us with the brightness of His glory.
10
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HYMN: SILENT NIGHT, HOLY NIGHT”
Stille Nacht, heilige Nacht!
Alles schlaft, einsam wacht
Nur das traute, hochheilige Paar.
Holder Knabe im lockigen Haar,
Schlaf in himmlischer Ruh,
Schlaf in himmlischer Ruh.
Silent night, holy night!
All is calm, all is bright
Round yon virgin mother and child.
Holy Infant, so tender and mild,
Sleep in heavenly peace,
Sleep in heavenly peace.
Silent night, holy night!
Shepherds quake at the sight;
Glories stream from heaven afar,
Heav’nly hosts sing, Alleluia!
Christ, the Savior, is born!
Christ, the Savior, is born!
Silent night, holy night!
Son of God, love’s pure light
Radiant beams from Thy holy face
With the dawn of redeeming grace,
Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth, Jesus,
Lord at Thy birth.

(Please extinguish candles and hold them upright until the wax is cooled.
Please place the candles in the box in the Narthex as you exit the church.)
(Please Stand)
LSB 364:3

CLOSING PRAYER
P Be near me, Lord Jesus; I ask Thee to stay
Close by me forever and love me, I pray.
Bless all the dear children in Thy tender care,
And take us to heaven to live with Thee there.
C Amen.
BENEDICTION Luke 2:10–11
P Fear not, for behold, I bring you good news of a great joy
C that will be for all the people.
P For unto you is born this day in the city of David
C a Savior, who is Christ the Lord.

P The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you peace. Numbers 6:24–26
C Amen.
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RECESSIONAL HYMN: JOY TO THE WORLD
Joy to the world, the Lord is come!
Let earth receive her King;
Let ev’ry heart prepare Him room
And heav’n and nature sing,
And heav’n and nature sing,
And heav’n, and heav’n and nature sing.
Joy to the earth, the Savior reigns!
Let men their songs employ,
While fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains
Repeat the sounding joy,
Repeat the sounding joy,
Repeat, repeat the sounding joy.
No more let sin and sorrows grow
Nor thorns infest the ground;
He comes to make His blessings flow
Far as the curse is found,
Far as the curse is found,
Far as, far as the curse is found.
He rules the world with truth and grace
And makes the nations prove
The glories of His righteousness
And wonders of His love,
And wonders of His love,
And wonders, and wonders of His love.

Instrumental

POSTLUDE
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WORSHIP NOTES
MUSIC MINISTRY: Gabe Maichel, organist & Worship Team Director;
Worship Team Gabe Maichel, piano; Mark Maxfield guitar; Gary Notch, drums
ACOLYTES: Volunteers
ALTAR GUILD: Sharon Agne
ELDERS: Volunteers
READER: Dianne Thies
USHERS: Volunteers
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POINSETTIAS AND CHRISTMAS GREENS ARE GIVEN BY:
Randy & Sharon Agne Heavenly Father we ask be near us, Lord Jesus. We ask you to
stay close by us forever and in thanksgiving for the blessing of our church family, our
family and friends
Joe & Bonita Benda to the glory of God and for the blessing of grandchildren
Diane Broughton & Ed Shimamoto-Christmas blessings to our family
Jim & Cheryl Chambers to our Lord and Savior
Pastor Matt, Lisa, Noah & Anna Clark in thanksgiving for the Ascension staff, WOL
faculty, and our church family
Kathy Driskill to the glory of God for His many blessings!
Sherry Elliott in loving memory of my parents, Amos & Alice Trout
The Fox Family with thankfulness for all God’s gifts
The Jones Family with thanks for the beautiful Christmas decorations for Erica’s wedding
Roberta Kern in loving memory of Joseph J. Dietrich Sr., missed and loved beyond words
Debra Meyer in memory of Art & Shirley Kuecker and Dave & Florence Meyer
The Nickolotsky Family in loving memory of Craig, our son, brother and uncle

Jack & Jan Pendleton being thankful for our Savior, Jesus and in memory of Jim Pendleton
The Pfaffs to the glory of God
Doug & Ruth Pritchard in memory of our parents
Cathy & Vic Salini-May God continue to bless this congregation richly!
Vernon & Debbie Schmidt for a multitude of blessings received
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