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FIRST SUNDAY AFTER CHRISTMAS
A SERVICE OF PROPHECY AND FULFILLMENT
AS WE GATHER
The events of Jesus’ birth, ministry, death, and resurrection are not random or by chance. Instead, our
loving God made promises throughout the Old Testament of who the Savior would be, and what the
Savior would do. In this season of Christmas, we rejoice that Jesus has fulfilled all the prophecies of
the Savior of the world. We give thanks to our faithful God who always keeps His promises!
PRELUDE WHEN A CHILD IS BORN

CARL ANDERSON, SOLO

RINGING OF THE BELLS - We Prepare our hearts and minds for worship
WELCOME

☩ PREPARATION ☩
HYMN: O SING OF CHRIST

LSB 362

(Please Stand)
INVOCATION Matthew 28:19b; 18:20
P
C

In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION Psalm 124:8; 130:3, adapt.
P
C

Our help is in the name of the LORD,
who made heaven and earth.

P
C

If You, O LORD, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand?
But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared.

P
C

Let us confess our sins to God our Father.
Most merciful God, we confess that we are sinful and unclean. We have taken for granted
the free gift of salvation You give us through Jesus. Help us to focus on the reason for the
season, the birth of Your Son. Forgive us, O God, and let us depart in peace, according to
Your Word, for the sake of Your Son, Jesus, who came to save us from our sins.

P

Receive the free gift that Jesus offers: the forgiveness of sins. As a called and ordained servant
of our newborn King, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and
of the Holy Spirit.
Thank You, Jesus! Amen.

C
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☩ WORD ☩
HYMN OF PRAISE GENTLE MARY LAID HER CHILD

LSB 374, v. 1 & 3

Gentle Mary laid her child Lowly in a manger;
There He lay, the Undefiled, To the world a stranger.
Such a babe in such a place, Can He be the Savior?
Ask the saved of all the race Who have found His favor.
Gentle Mary laid her child Lowly in a manger;
He is still the Undefiled But no more a stranger.
Son of God of humble birth, Beautiful the story;
Praise His name in all the earth; Hail the King of glory!
SALUTATION
P
C

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
P

Let us pray.

C

O God, our Maker and Redeemer, You wonderfully created us and in the incarnation of Your Son
yet more wondrously restored our human nature. Grant that we may ever be alive in Him who
made Himself to be like us; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

NICENE CREED
I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth and of all things visible
and invisible.
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of His Father before all
worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, begotten, not made, being of one
substance with the Father, by whom all things were made; who for us men and for our salvation
came down from heaven and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the Virgin Mary and was made
man; and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was buried. And the
third day He rose again according to the Scriptures and ascended into heaven and sits at the
right hand of the Father. And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the
dead, whose kingdom will have no end.
And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the
Son, who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, who spoke by the
prophets. And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, I acknowledge one Baptism
for the remission of sins, and I look for the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to
come. Amen.
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(Please Be Seated)
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE
The Old Testament Prophecies of a Savior and Their New Testament Fulfillment in Jesus Christ
That He would be called Immanuel
Isaiah 7:14
Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign. Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and
shall call his name Immanuel.
Matthew 1:23
But as he considered these things, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream, saying,
“Joseph, son of David, do not fear to take Mary as your wife, for that which is conceived in her is from
the Holy Spirit. She will bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus, for he will save his people from
their sins. All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had spoken by the prophet: “Behold, the virgin shall
conceive and bear a son, and they shall call his name Immanuel.”
That He would be born in Bethlehem
Micah 5:2
But you, O Bethlehem Ephrathah,
who are too little to be among the clans of Judah,
from you shall come forth for me
one who is to be ruler in Israel,
whose coming forth is from of old,
from ancient days.
Luke 2:4-5
And Joseph also went up from Galilee, from the town of Nazareth, to Judea, to the city of David, which
is called Bethlehem, because he was of the house and lineage of David, to be registered with Mary, his
betrothed, who was with child.
That He would be worshipped by wise men and presented with gifts
Isaiah 60:3-9
And nations shall come to your light,
and kings to the brightness of your rising.
Lift up your eyes all around, and see;
they all gather together, they come to you;
your sons shall come from afar,
and your daughters shall be carried on the hip.
Then you shall see and be radiant;
your heart shall thrill and exult,
because the abundance of the sea shall be turned to you,
the wealth of the nations shall come to you.
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A multitude of camels shall cover you,
the young camels of Midian and Ephah;
all those from Sheba shall come.
They shall bring gold and frankincense,
and shall bring good news, the praises of the LORD.
Matthew 2:9-11
After listening to the king, they went on their way. And behold, the star that they had seen when it rose
went before them until it came to rest over the place where the child was. When they saw the star, they
rejoiced exceedingly with great joy. And going into the house, they saw the child with Mary his mother,
and they fell down and worshiped him. Then, opening their treasures, they offered him gifts, gold
and frankincense and myrrh.
That His birthplace would suffer a massacre of children
Jeremiah 31:15
Thus says the LORD:
“A voice is heard in Ramah,
lamentation and bitter weeping.
Rachel is weeping for her children;
she refuses to be comforted for her children,
because they are no more.”
Matthew 2:16-18
Then Herod, when he saw that he had been tricked by the wise men, became furious, and he sent and
killed all the male children in Bethlehem and in all that region who were two years old or under,
according to the time that he had ascertained from the wise men. Then was fulfilled what was spoken
by the prophet Jeremiah:
“A voice was heard in Ramah,
weeping and loud lamentation,
Rachel weeping for her children;
she refused to be comforted, because they are no more.”
HYMN VERSES: LO, HOW A ROSE E'ER BLOOMING
Lo, how a rose e’er blooming From tender stem hath sprung!
Of Jesse’s lineage coming As prophets long have sung,
It came, a flow’ret bright, Amid the cold of winter,
When half-spent was the night.
Isaiah ‘twas foretold it, The rose I have in mind;
With Mary we behold it, The virgin mother kind.
To show God’s love aright, She bore to us a Savior,
When half-spent was the night.
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LSB 359, v. 1 & 2

That He would be born of a woman
Genesis 3:15
I will put enmity between you and the woman,
and between your offspring and her offspring;
he shall bruise your head,
and you shall bruise his heel.”
Luke 2:7
And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in swaddling cloths and laid him in a manger,
because there was no place for them in the inn.
That He would be born of a virgin
Isaiah 7:14
Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign. Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and
shall call his name Immanuel.
Matthew 1:22-23
All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had spoken by the prophet:
“Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son,
and they shall call his name Immanuel”
That He would be born from the line of Abraham
Genesis 12:3-7
[The Lord said to Abram] “I will bless those who bless you, and him who dishonors you I will curse,
and in you all the families of the earth shall be blessed.” So Abram went, as the LORD had told him, and
Lot went with him. Abram was seventy-five years old when he departed from Haran. And Abram took
Sarai his wife, and Lot his brother's son, and all their possessions that they had gathered, and the
people that they had acquired in Haran, and they set out to go to the land of Canaan.
Romans 9:5
To them belong the patriarchs, and from their race, according to the flesh, is the Christ, who is God
over all, blessed forever. Amen.
That He would be from the house of David
2 Samuel 7:12-13
[The Lord said to David] “When your days are fulfilled and you lie down with your fathers, I will raise up
your offspring after you, who shall come from your body, and I will establish his kingdom. He shall build
a house for my name, and I will establish the throne of his kingdom forever.”
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Luke 1:31-33
And behold, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus. He will
be great and will be called the Son of the Most High. And the Lord God will give to him the throne of his
father David, and he will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end.
HYMN VERSES: LO, HOW A ROSE E'ER BLOOMING

LSB 359, v. 3 & 4

This flow’r, whose fragrance tender With sweetness fills the air,
Dispels with glorious splendor The darkness ev’rywhere.
True man, yet very God, From sin and death He saves us
And lightens ev’ry load.
O Savior, child of Mary, Who felt our human woe;
O Savior, King of glory, Who dost our weakness know:
Bring us at length we pray To the bright courts of heaven,
And to the endless day.
That John the Baptist would prepare His way
Isaiah 40:3-5
A voice cries:
“In the wilderness prepare the way of the LORD;
make straight in the desert a highway for our God.
Every valley shall be lifted up,
and every mountain and hill be made low;
the uneven ground shall become level,
and the rough places a plain. And the glory of the LORD shall be revealed
and all flesh shall see it together, for the mouth of the LORD has spoken.”
Matthew 3:1-3
In those days John the Baptist came preaching in the wilderness of Judea, “Repent, for the kingdom of
heaven is at hand.” For this is he who was spoken of by the prophet Isaiah when he said,
“The voice of one crying in the wilderness: ‘Prepare the way of the Lord;
make his paths straight.’”
That He would heal many
Isaiah 53:4-5
Surely he has borne our griefs
and carried our sorrows;
yet we esteemed him stricken,
smitten by God, and afflicted.
But he was pierced for our transgressions;
he was crushed for our iniquities;
upon him was the chastisement that brought us peace,
and with his wounds we are healed.
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Matthew 8:16-17
That evening they brought to him many who were oppressed by demons, and he cast out the spirits with
a word and healed all who were sick. This was to fulfill what was spoken by the prophet Isaiah: “He
took our illnesses and bore our diseases.”
That He would make a triumphal entry into Jerusalem
Zechariah 9:9
Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion!
Shout aloud, O daughter of Jerusalem!
Behold, your king is coming to you;
righteous and having salvation is he,
humble and mounted on a donkey,
on a colt, the foal of a donkey.
Matthew 21:4-5
This took place to fulfill what was spoken by the prophet, saying,
“Say to the daughter of Zion, ‘Behold, your king is coming to you,
humble, and mounted on a donkey,
on a colt, the foal of a beast of burden.’”
HYMN VERSES: OF THE FATHER’S LOVE BEGOTTEN

LSB 384, v. 1 & 2

Of the Father’s love begotten Ere the worlds began to be,
He is Alpha and Omega, He the source, the ending He,
Of the things that are, that have been, And that future years shall see
Evermore and evermore.
Oh, that birth forever blessed, When the virgin , full of grace,
By the Holy Ghost conceiving, Bore the Savior of our race,
And the babe, the world’s Redeemer, First revealed His sacred face
Evermore and evermore.
That He would be rejected by His own
Isaiah 53:3
He was despised and rejected by men,
a man of sorrows and acquainted with grief;
and as one from whom men hide their faces
he was despised, and we esteemed him not.
John 1:11
He came to his own, and his own people did not receive him.
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That He would be forsaken by His disciples
Zechariah 13:7
“Awake, O sword, against my shepherd,
against the man who stands next to me,”
declares the LORD of hosts.
“Strike the shepherd, and the sheep will be scattered;
I will turn my hand against the little ones.
Matthew 26:31, 56
Then Jesus said to them, “You will all fall away because of me this night. For it is written, ‘I will strike
the shepherd, and the sheep of the flock will be scattered.’
But all this has taken place that the Scriptures of the prophets might be fulfilled.” Then all the disciples
left him and fled.
That He would be crucified between two criminals
Isaiah 53:12
Therefore I will divide him a portion with the many,
and he shall divide the spoil with the strong,
because he poured out his soul to death
and was numbered with the transgressors;
yet he bore the sin of many,
and makes intercession for the transgressors.
Matthew 27:38
Then two robbers were crucified with him, one on the right and one on the left.
That He would thirst
Psalm 22:15
my strength is dried up like a potsherd,
and my tongue sticks to my jaws;
you lay me in the dust of death.
John 19:28
After this, Jesus, knowing that all was now finished, said (to fulfill the Scripture), “I thirst.”
HYMN VERSES OF THE FATHER’S LOVE BEGOTTEN
This is He whom seers in old time Chanted of with one accord,
Whom the voices of prophet’s Promised in their faithful word.
Now He shines, the long expected; Let creation praise its Lord
Evermore and evermore.
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LSB 384, v. 3 & 4

O ye heights of heav’n, adore Him; Angel hosts, His praises sing.
Pow’rs dominions, bow before Him And extol our God and King.
Let no tongue on earth be silent, Ev’ry voice in concert ring
Evermore and evermore.
That His side would be pierced
Zechariah 12:10
“And I will pour out on the house of David and the inhabitants of Jerusalem a spirit of grace and pleas
for mercy, so that, when they look on me, on him whom they have pierced, they shall mourn for him, as
one mourns for an only child, and weep bitterly over him, as one weeps over a firstborn.
John 19:34
But one of the soldiers pierced his side with a spear, and at once there came out blood and water.
That He would rise from the dead
Psalm 16:9-10
Therefore my heart is glad, and my whole being rejoices;
my flesh also dwells secure.
For you will not abandon my soul to Sheol
or let your holy one see corruption.
Mark 16:4-7
And looking up, they saw that the stone had been rolled back—it was very large. And entering the tomb,
they saw a young man sitting on the right side, dressed in a white robe, and they were alarmed. And
he said to them, “Do not be alarmed. You seek Jesus of Nazareth, who was crucified. He has risen; he
is not here. See the place where they laid him. But go, tell his disciples and Peter that he is going before
you to Galilee. There you will see him, just as he told you.”
That He would ascend into heaven
Psalm 68:18
You ascended on high,
leading a host of captives in your train
and receiving gifts among men, even among the rebellious, that the LORD God may dwell there.
Luke 24:50-51
And he led them out as far as Bethany, and lifting up his hands he blessed them. While he blessed
them, he parted from them and was carried up into heaven.
(Please Stand)
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HYMN VERSE: OF THE FATHER’S LOVE BEGOTTEN

LSB 384, v. 5

∆ Christ, to Thee, with God the Father, And, O Holy Ghost, to Thee
Hymn and chant and high thanksgiving And unending praises be,
Honor, glory, and dominion, And eternal victory
Evermore and evermore. Amen.
(Please Be Seated)
HYMN: WHERE SHEPHERDS LATELY KNELT

LSB 369

SERMON
(Please Stand)
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
P

L
P

C
P

C
P

C

Let us pray for the whole people of God and all people according to their needs. Wonderful
Counselor, we praise and thank You for guiding us with the Word of Christ, which dwells richly in
us. Bless all pastors and teachers of Your Word, that they teach and admonish Your people with
all of Your wisdom so that whatever we do, in word or deed, we do it in the name of the Lord Jesus,
giving thanks to God the Father through Him. O God of promises kept,
hear our prayer.
Mighty God, You created this world and everything in it through Your powerful Word and still take
care of it. Continue to watch over and work through all who lead and serve our nation, state, and
local communities. Lead and guide all first responders and members of the military as they carry
out their duties to protect and serve. O God of promises kept,
hear our prayer.
Everlasting Father, You are gracious and compassionate, slow to anger and abounding in
steadfast love. We ask for Your encouragement, healing, and care for all who are struggling with
their health, [especially . . .]. Heal the broken hearts of those who grieve the loss of those close to
them. O God of promises kept,
hear our prayer.
Prince of Peace, we praise and thank You for the peace we have in You. Empower us and all of
your missionary people to embrace the opportunities You give us to share the gift of Your
redemption. O God of promises kept,
hear our prayer.

(Special Petitions)
P
C

We trust, O Lord, in Your great mercy to hear and answer us; through Jesus Christ, our newborn
King.
Amen.

(Please Be Seated)
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GATHERING OF OFFERINGS
Your tithes and offerings shape the lives of people through the Gospel of Jesus Christ for now and eternity. Thank you for your
generosity! “Each one must give as he has decided in his heart, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful
giver.” 2 Corinthians 9:7

OFFERTORY: LET US ALL WITH GLADSOME VOICE

LSB 390, v. 1 & 2

Let us all with gladsome voice Praise the God of heaven,
Who, to bid our hearts rejoice, His own Son hath given.
To this vale of tears He comes, Here to serve in sadness,
That with Him in heav’n’s fair homes We may reign in gladness.
(Please Stand)

☩ SACRAMENT ☩
We believe Holy Communion is the true body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ under the bread and wine, instituted by
Christ Himself for us Christians to eat and to drink. If you are a communicant member of a Lutheran Church—Missouri
Synod congregation, please feel free to commune with us. If not, please speak with the pastor before receiving the Lord’s
Supper.
How should we each examine ourselves before coming to Holy Communion?
1.
Be aware of our sins and be sorry for them
2.
Believe in our Savior, Jesus Christ, and in His words in the Sacrament
3.
Intend, by the help of the Holy Spirit, to live as God’s forgiven people walking in newness of life

PREFACE
P
C

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

P
C

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

P
C

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

PROPER PREFACE
P

It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to You,
O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, for the gift of peace that flows freely through
Your Son, who left His heavenly throne to become the firstborn of Mary. He would die once for all
for the sins of the world before rising to life again. Because of His perfect life, death, and
resurrection, You clothe us with Christ in our Baptism and nourish us through His Word and this
Sacrament of His body and blood. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company
of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and singing:
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HYMN VERSES: LET US ALL WITH GLADSOME VOICE

LSB 390, v. 3 & 4

We are rich, for He was poor; Is not this a wonder?
Therefore praise God evermore Here on earth and yonder.
Christ, our Lord and Savior dear, Be Thou ever near us.
Grant us now a glad new year. Amen, Jesus, hear us.
THE WORDS OF OUR LORD
P

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had given
thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T body, which is
given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.”
In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it to
them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My T blood, which is shed for
you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”

LORD’S PRAYER
C

Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

PAX DOMINI
P
C

The peace of the Lord be with you always.
Amen.

(Please Be Seated)

☩ DISTRIBUTION HYMNS ☩
GOD LOVES ME DEARLY

LSB 392

COME, YOUR HEARTS AND VOICES RAISING

LSB 375

O LITTLE TOWN OF BETHLEHEM

LSB 361
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(Please Stand)
DISMISSAL
P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in body and soul to life
everlasting. Depart T in peace.
C Amen.
BENEDICTION
P

C

The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace.
Amen.

CLOSING HYMN: ANGELS FROM THE REALMS OF GLORY

LSB 367
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