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NINETEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
OCTOBER 2 & 3, 2021 5:00 PM & 8:15 AM
AS WE GATHER
Separated for a time due to COVID, perhaps we have gained a deeper appreciation for life together in
Christian community. As we gather together in worship, we are reminded that we find our sense of
identity, belonging, and community first in Christ, and then in one another. A Lutheran understanding
of worship celebrates that worship is not primarily about us and what we do, but rather it’s God loving,
forgiving, and serving us. As we gather for worship, rejoice in the gift of life together!
PRELUDE

Organ

RINGING OF THE BELLS
WELCOME
OPENING HYMN: CHRIST BE MY LEADER

LSB 861

Text: © 1964, renewed 1992 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003477
Tune: Public domain

(Please stand)
INVOCATION
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.
OPENING SENTENCES
P I was glad when they said to me,
C “Let us go to the house of the LORD!”

Matthew 28:19b; 18:20

Psalm 122:1

P
C

Let us consider how to stir up one another to love and good works,
not neglecting to meet together, as is the habit of some,

P
C

but encouraging one another,
and all the more as you see the Day drawing near.
1

Hebrews 10:24

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION
P Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word and call upon Him in prayer and praise, and receive
the body and word of the Lord Jesus Christ in the fellowship of this altar, let us first consider our
unworthiness and confess before God and one another that we have sinned in thought, word, and
deed, and that we cannot free ourselves from our sinful condition. Together as His people let us
take refuge in the infinite mercy of God, our heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the sake of
Christ, and saying: God, be merciful to me, a sinner.
C Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to everlasting life.
Amen. [John 20:19–23]
P
C

Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you all your
sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all
your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

(or)
A

C

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for His sake God forgives
us all our sins. To those who believe in Jesus Christ He gives the power to become the children of
God and bestows on them the Holy Spirit. May the Lord, who has begun this good work in us, bring
it to completion in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ.
Amen

HYMN OF PRAISE

LSB 790 sts. 1, 5

SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY
P The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.
P
C

Father in Heaven, you have given us the gift of life together as brothers and sisters in Christ.
Grant that we always treasure the gift of Christian community, so that we find joy as
members of the body of Christ;

P

through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever.
Amen.

C

2

(Please be seated)
☩ WORD ☩
OLD TESTAMENT READING
Exodus 20:18–24
18
Now when all the people saw the thunder and the flashes of lightning and the sound of the trumpet
and the mountain smoking, the people were afraid and trembled, and they stood far off 19and said to
Moses, “You speak to us, and we will listen; but do not let God speak to us, lest we die.” 20Moses said
to the people, “Do not fear, for God has come to test you, that the fear of him may be before you, that
you may not sin.” 21The people stood far off, while Moses drew near to the thick darkness where God
was.
22
And the LORD said to Moses, “Thus you shall say to the people of Israel: ‘You have seen for
yourselves that I have talked with you from heaven. 23You shall not make gods of silver to be with me,
nor shall you make for yourselves gods of gold. 24An altar of earth you shall make for me and sacrifice
on it your burnt offerings and your peace offerings, your sheep and your oxen. In every place where I
cause my name to be remembered I will come to you and bless you.
L
C

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

EPISTLE
1 Corinthians 13
1
If I speak in the tongues of men and of angels, but have not love, I am a noisy gong or a clanging
cymbal. 2And if I have prophetic powers, and understand all mysteries and all knowledge, and if I have
all faith, so as to remove mountains, but have not love, I am nothing. 3If I give away all I have, and if I
deliver up my body to be burned, but have not love, I gain nothing.
4
Love is patient and kind; love does not envy or boast; it is not arrogant 5or rude. It does not insist on
its own way; it is not irritable or resentful; 6it does not rejoice at wrongdoing, but rejoices with the truth.
7
Love bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things.
8
Love never ends. As for prophecies, they will pass away; as for tongues, they will cease; as for
knowledge, it will pass away. 9For we know in part and we prophesy in part, 10but when the perfect
comes, the partial will pass away. 11When I was a child, I spoke like a child, I thought like a child, I
reasoned like a child. When I became a man, I gave up childish ways. 12For now we see in a mirror
dimly, but then face to face. Now I know in part; then I shall know fully, even as I have been fully known.
13
So now faith, hope, and love abide, these three; but the greatest of these is love.
L
C

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

(Please stand)
ALLELUIA AND VERSE

LSB 205

3

HOLY GOSPEL
P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the sixteenth chapter.
C Glory to You, O Lord.

John 16:16–22

[Jesus said:] “A little while, and you will see me no longer; and again a little while, and you will see
me.” 17So some of his disciples said to one another, “What is this that he says to us, ‘A little while, and
you will not see me, and again a little while, and you will see me’; and, ‘because I am going to the
Father’?” 18So they were saying, “What does he mean by ‘a little while’? We do not know what he is
talking about.” 19Jesus knew that they wanted to ask him, so he said to them, “Is this what you are
asking yourselves, what I meant by saying, ‘A little while and you will not see me, and again a little
while and you will see me’? 20Truly, truly, I say to you, you will weep and lament, but the world will
rejoice. You will be sorrowful, but your sorrow will turn into joy. 21When a woman is giving birth, she has
sorrow because her hour has come, but when she has delivered the baby, she no longer remembers
the anguish, for joy that a human being has been born into the world. 22So also you have sorrow now,
but I will see you again and your hearts will rejoice, and no one will take your joy from you.”
16

P
C

This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.

THIRD ARTICLE OF THE APOSTLES’ CREED
C I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.
P What does this mean?
C

I believe that I cannot by my own reason or strength believe in Jesus Christ, my Lord, or
come to Him; but the Holy Spirit has called me by the Gospel, enlightened me with His gifts,
sanctified and kept me in the true faith.
In the same way He calls, gathers, enlightens, and sanctifies the whole Christian Church
on earth, and keeps it with Jesus Christ in the one true faith.
In this Christian Church He daily and richly forgives all my sins and the sins of all
believers.
On the Last Day He will raise me and all the dead, and give eternal life to me and all believers
in Christ.
This is most certainly true.

(Please be seated)
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE AND SONG VERSE: JESUS LOVES ME
Jesus loves me! This I know,
For the Bible tells me so.
Little ones to Him belong;
They are weak, but He is strong. Refrain
Yes, Jesus loves me!
Yes, Jesus loves me!
Yes, Jesus loves me!
The Bible tells me so.
Text: Public domain

4

LSB 588 st. 1

8:15 and 11:00 am

HYMN OF THE DAY: WE ALL BELIEVE IN ONE TRUE GOD

LSB 953

Text and tune: Public domain

SERMON
(Please stand)
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
P Father in heaven, we thank you for the gift of life together in Christian community. Let our worship
be full of joy as our ears hear your Word, our mouths sing your praise, and our hearts cleansed by
your forgiveness.
C
LSB 649 st. 1

P

C

By Your Holy Spirit, protect us this day from the assaults of the devil. Equip us with the full armor
of God, that we may be clothed in truth, righteousness, peace, faith and salvation, bearing the
sword of the spirit, which is Your Word. Keep us all in safety and security from the forces of the
evil one.
LSB 649 st. 2

P Lord of life, bring health and healing to Your people. We pray for everyone in need of Your mercy
today [including ______________]. Strengthen them with Your Word of grace, that they would look
to You for comfort in the midst of suffering and pain.
C
LSB 649 st. 3

P
C

All this we pray through Jesus Christ, our Lord and Savior;
Amen.
5

(Please be seated)
OFFERING
Due to COVID-19 we will not be passing an offering plate. Please place gifts and offerings in the wooden box in the
narthex. You can also give online as a one-time gift or reoccurring donation. Simply click “Online Giving” at
www.ascensionstl.com.
“Each one must give as he has decided in his heart, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful
giver.” 2 Corinthians 9:7

OFFERTORY: GIVE THANKS WITH A GRATEFUL HEART

Tune and text: © 1978 Integrity’s Hosanna! Music. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003477

6

LSB 806

☩ SACRAMENT ☩
We believe Holy Communion is the true body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ under the bread and wine, instituted
by Christ Himself for us Christians to eat and to drink. If you are a communicant member of a Lutheran Church—
Missouri Synod congregation, please feel free to commune with us. If not, please speak with the pastor before
receiving the Lord’s Supper.
How should we each examine ourselves before coming to Holy Communion?
1.
Be aware of our sins and be sorry for them
2.
Believe in our Savior, Jesus Christ, and in His words in the Sacrament
3.
Intend, by the help of the Holy Spirit, to live as God’s forgiven people walking in newness of life

(Please stand)
PREFACE
P The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.
P
C

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

P
C

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

P

It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to You,
holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who overcame death
and the grave and by His glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. Therefore
with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious
name, evermore praising You and saying:

SANCTUS
C Holy, holy, holy Lord God of Sabaoth adored;
Heav’n and earth with full acclaim shout the glory of Your name.
Sing hosanna in the highest, sing hosanna to the Lord;
Truly blest is He who comes in the name of the Lord!
LORD'S PRAYER
P Taught by our Lord and trusting His promises, we are bold to pray:
C Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.
7

Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD
P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had given
thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T body, which is
given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.”
In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it to
them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My T blood, which is shed for
you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”
PAX DOMINI
P The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C Amen.
AGNUS DEI

John 1:29

(Please be seated)

8

☩ DISTRIBUTION HYMNS ☩
DISTRIBUTION HYMN: ON EAGLES’ WINGS

LSB 727

Tune and text: © OCP Publications. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003477

9

DISTRIBUTION HYMN: CHILDREN OF THE HEAVENLY FATHER

LSB 725

Text: © Augsburg Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003477 Tune: Public domain

DISTRIBUTION HYMN: THE TREE OF LIFE

LSB 561

Tune: © 1995 Bruce W. Becker. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003477 Text: © 1993 Stephen P. Starke, admin. Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003477

10

(Please stand)
DISMISSAL
P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in body and soul to life
everlasting. Depart T in peace.
C Amen.
BENEDICAMUS
A We are people loved by Christ;
C Sharing Christ’s love.
A
C

Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God!

BENEDICTION
P The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace.
C Amen.
HYMN TO DEPART: VOICES RAISED TO YOU WE OFFER

LSB 795

Tune: © 1996 Carolyn Jennings. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003477
Text: © 1997 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003477
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