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SEVENTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
SEPTEMBER 18 & 19, 2021 5:00 PM & 8:15 AM
AS WE GATHER
Separated for a time due to COVID, perhaps we have gained a deeper appreciation for life together in
Christian community. As we gather together in worship, we are reminded that we find our sense of
identity, belonging, and community first in Christ, and then in one another. A Lutheran understanding
of worship celebrates that worship is not primarily about us and what we do, but rather it’s God loving,
forgiving, and serving us. As we gather for worship, rejoice in the gift of life together!
PRELUDE

Organ

RINGING OF THE BELLS
WELCOME
OPENING HYMN: I WANT TO WALK AS A CHILD OF THE LIGHT

Text and tune: © 1970, 1975 Celebration. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003477

1

LSB 411

(Please stand)
INVOCATION
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.

Matthew 28:19b; 18:20

OPENING SENTENCES
P I was glad when they said to me,
C “Let us go to the house of the LORD!”

Psalm 122:1

P
C
P
C

Hebrews 10:24

Let us consider how to stir up one another to love and good works,
not neglecting to meet together, as is the habit of some,
but encouraging one another,
and all the more as you see the Day drawing near.

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION
P Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word and call upon Him in prayer and praise, let us first
consider our unworthiness and confess before God and one another that we have sinned in
thought, word, and deed, and that we cannot free ourselves from our sinful condition. Together
as His people let us take refuge in the infinite mercy of God, our heavenly Father, seeking His
grace for the sake of Christ, and saying: God, be merciful to me, a sinner.
C

Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to everlasting life.
Amen.

P

Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you all your
sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all
your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

C

[John 20:19–23]

(or)
A

C

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for His sake God forgives
us all our sins. To those who believe in Jesus Christ He gives the power to become the children
of God and bestows on them the Holy Spirit. May the Lord, who has begun this good work in us,
bring it to completion in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ.
Amen
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HYMN OF PRAISE

LSB 790 sts. 1, 5

SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY
P The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.
P
C
P
C

Father in Heaven, you have given us the gift of life together as brothers and sisters in Christ.
Grant that we always treasure the gift of Christian community, so that we find joy as
members of the body of Christ;
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever.
Amen.

(Please be seated)
☩ WORD ☩
OLD TESTAMENT READING
1
O LORD, you have searched me and known me!
2
You know when I sit down and when I rise up;
you discern my thoughts from afar.
3
You search out my path and my lying down
and are acquainted with all my ways.
4
Even before a word is on my tongue,
behold, O LORD, you know it altogether.
13

For you formed my inward parts;
you knitted me together in my mother’s womb.
14
I praise you, for I am fearfully and wonderfully made.
Wonderful are your works;
my soul knows it very well.
15
My frame was not hidden from you,
when I was being made in secret,
intricately woven in the depths of the earth.
A
C

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
3

Psalm 139:1–4, 13–15

EPISTLE
2 Corinthians 5:17–21
17
Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. The old has passed away; behold, the new
has come. 18All this is from God, who through Christ reconciled us to himself and gave us the ministry
of reconciliation; 19that is, in Christ God was reconciling the world to himself, not counting their
trespasses against them, and entrusting to us the message of reconciliation. 20Therefore, we are
ambassadors for Christ, God making his appeal through us. We implore you on behalf of Christ, be
reconciled to God. 21For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we might
become the righteousness of God.
A
C

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

(Please stand)
ALLELUIA AND VERSE

LSB 205

HOLY GOSPEL
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the fifth chapter.
C Glory to You, O Lord.

Luke 5:17–26

17

On one of those days, as he was teaching, Pharisees and teachers of the law were sitting there,
who had come from every village of Galilee and Judea and from Jerusalem. And the power of the
Lord was with him to heal. 18And behold, some men were bringing on a bed a man who was
paralyzed, and they were seeking to bring him in and lay him before Jesus, 19but finding no way to
bring him in, because of the crowd, they went up on the roof and let him down with his bed through
the tiles into the midst before Jesus. 20And when he saw their faith, he said, “Man, your sins are
forgiven you.” 21And the scribes and the Pharisees began to question, saying, “Who is this who
speaks blasphemies? Who can forgive sins but God alone?” 22When Jesus perceived their thoughts,
he answered them, “Why do you question in your hearts? 23Which is easier, to say, ‘Your sins are
forgiven you,’ or to say, ‘Rise and walk’? 24But that you may know that the Son of Man has authority
on earth to forgive sins”—he said to the man who was paralyzed—“I say to you, rise, pick up your bed
and go home.” 25And immediately he rose up before them and picked up what he had been lying on
and went home, glorifying God. 26And amazement seized them all, and they glorified God and were
filled with awe, saying, “We have seen extraordinary things today.”
P
C

This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.
4

THIRD ARTICLE OF THE APOSTLES’ CREED
C I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.
P What does this mean?
C

I believe that I cannot by my own reason or strength believe in Jesus Christ, my Lord, or
come to Him; but the Holy Spirit has called me by the Gospel, enlightened me with His
gifts, sanctified and kept me in the true faith.
In the same way He calls, gathers, enlightens, and sanctifies the whole Christian Church
on earth, and keeps it with Jesus Christ in the one true faith.
In this Christian Church He daily and richly forgives all my sins and the sins of all
believers.
On the Last Day He will raise me and all the dead, and give eternal life to me and all
believers in Christ.
This is most certainly true.

(Please be seated)
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE AND SONG VERSE: JESUS LOVES ME
Jesus loves me! This I know,
For the Bible tells me so.
Little ones to Him belong;
They are weak, but He is strong. Refrain
Yes, Jesus loves me!
Yes, Jesus loves me!
Yes, Jesus loves me!
The Bible tells me so.
Text: Public domain
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LSB 588 st. 1

8:15 and 11:00 am

HYMN OF THE DAY: THY STRONG WORD

LSB 578

Give us lips to sing Thy glory,
Tongues Thy mercy to proclaim,
Throats that shout the hope that fills us,
Mouths to speak Thy holy name.
Alleluia, alleluia!
May the light which Thou dost send
Fill our songs with alleluias,
Alleluias without end!
∆ God the Father, light-creator,
To Thee laud and honor be.
To Thee, Light of Light begotten,
Praise be sung eternally.
Holy Spirit, light-revealer,
Glory, glory be to Thee.
Mortals, angels, now and ever
Praise the holy Trinity!
6

(Please be seated)
SERMON
(Please stand)
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
P Father in heaven, we thank you for the gift of life together in Christian community. Let our
worship be full of joy as our ears hear your Word, our mouths sing your praise, and our hearts
cleansed by your forgiveness.
C
LSB 649 st. 1

P

By Your Holy Spirit, protect us this day from the assaults of the devil. Equip us with the full armor
of God, that we may be clothed in truth, righteousness, peace, faith and salvation, bearing the
sword of the spirit, which is Your Word. Keep us all in safety and security from the forces of the
evil one.

C

LSB 649 st. 2

P Lord of life, bring health and healing to Your people. We pray for everyone in need of Your mercy
today [including ______________]. Strengthen them with Your Word of grace, that they would
look to You for comfort in the midst of suffering and pain.
C
LSB 649 st. 3

P
C

All this we pray through Jesus Christ, our Lord and Savior;
Amen.

(Please be seated)
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OFFERING
Due to COVID-19 we will not be passing an offering plate. Please place gifts and offerings in the wooden box in the
narthex. You can also give online as a one-time gift or reoccurring donation. Simply click “Online Giving” at
www.ascensionstl.com.
“Each one must give as he has decided in his heart, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful
giver.” 2 Corinthians 9:7

OFFERTORY: GIVE THANKS WITH A GRATEFUL HEART

Tune and text: © 1978 Integrity’s Hosanna! Music. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003477
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LSB 806

☩ SACRAMENT ☩
We believe Holy Communion is the true body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ under the bread and wine, instituted
by Christ Himself for us Christians to eat and to drink. If you are a communicant member of a Lutheran Church—
Missouri Synod congregation, please feel free to commune with us. If not, please speak with the pastor before
receiving the Lord’s Supper.
How should we each examine ourselves before coming to Holy Communion?
1.
Be aware of our sins and be sorry for them
2.
Believe in our Savior, Jesus Christ, and in His words in the Sacrament
3.
Intend, by the help of the Holy Spirit, to live as God’s forgiven people walking in newness of life

(Please stand)
PREFACE
P The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.
P
C

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

P
C

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

P

It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to You,
holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who overcame death
and the grave and by His glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. Therefore
with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your
glorious name, evermore praising You and saying:

SANCTUS
C Holy, holy, holy Lord God of Sabaoth adored;
Heav’n and earth with full acclaim shout the glory of Your name.
Sing hosanna in the highest, sing hosanna to the Lord;
Truly blest is He who comes in the name of the Lord!
LORD'S PRAYER
P Taught by our Lord and trusting His promises, we are bold to pray:
C Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.
9

Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD
P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had given
thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T body, which is
given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.”
In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it to
them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My T blood, which is shed
for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”
PAX DOMINI
P The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C Amen.
AGNUS DEI

John 1:29

(Please be seated)
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☩ DISTRIBUTION HYMNS ☩
DISTRIBUTION HYMN: ABIDE WITH ME

LSB 878

I fear no foe with Thee at hand to bless;
Ills have no weight and tears no bitterness.
Where is death’s sting? Where, grave, thy victory?
I triumph still if Thou abide with me!
Hold Thou Thy cross before my closing eyes;
Shine through the gloom, and point me to the skies.
Heav’n’s morning breaks, and earth’s vain shadows flee;
In life, in death, O Lord, abide with me.
Text and tune: Public domain
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DISTRIBUTION HYMN: JESUS SINNERS DOTH RECEIVE

Oh, how blest it is to know:
Were as scarlet my transgression,
It shall be as white as snow
By Thy blood and bitter passion;
For these words I now believe:
Jesus sinners doth receive.
Now my conscience is at peace;
From the Law I stand acquitted.
Christ hath purchased my release
And my ev’ry sin remitted.
Naught remains my soul to grieve:
Jesus sinners doth receive.
Jesus sinners doth receive;
Also I have been forgiven;
And when I this earth must leave,
I shall find an open heaven.
Dying, still to Him I cleave:
Jesus sinners doth receive.
Tune and text: Public domain

12

LSB 609

DISTRIBUTION HYMN: FATHER WELCOMES

LSB 605

Tune and text: © 1986 Kevin Mayhew Ltd. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003477

(Please stand)
DISMISSAL
P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in body and soul to life
everlasting. Depart T in peace.
C Amen.
BENEDICAMUS
A We are people loved by Christ;
C Sharing Christ’s love.
A
C

Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God!

BENEDICTION
P The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace.
C Amen.

13

HYMN TO DEPART: GOD’S OWN CHILD, I GLADLY SAY IT

LSB 594

Text: © 1991 Robert E. Voelker. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003477
Tune: Public domain
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