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AS WE GATHER
Death is our common enemy. But God has chosen to do battle with our enemy
and has given to all the same victory won by Jesus Christ. The veil of death cast
over all is now removed in Christ Jesus. Death and all its terror and power has
been answered by the resurrection of Jesus once for all. We participate in this
victory in the banquet our Lord has prepared, first in the Holy Communion of His
crucified and risen flesh and blood, and then in the marriage feast of the Lamb,
which has no end. Though for now we wait by faith for Him to bring to
consummation all things, we wait as a people saved by His blood and marked for
everlasting life. So let us be glad and rejoice in His salvation!
PRELUDE:

Piano – Gabe Maichel

WELCOME
EASTER SUNRISE OPENING SENTENCES
P
C
P
C

Now on the first day of the week
Mary Magdalene came to the tomb early,
while it was still dark,
and saw that the stone had been taken away from the tomb.

P
C

Weeping may tarry for the night,
but joy comes with the morning.

P
C

This is the day that the Lord has made;
let us rejoice and be glad in it.

P
C

Alleluia! Christ is risen!
He is risen indeed! Alleluia!
1

OPENING HYMN: AWAKE, MY HEART, WITH GLADNESS

The world against me rages,
Its fury I disdain;
Though bitter war it wages,
Its work is all in vain.
My heart from care is free,
No trouble troubles me.
Misfortune now is play,
And night is bright as day.
Now I will cling forever
To Christ, my Savior true;
My Lord will leave me never,
Whate’er He passes through.
He rends death’s iron chain;
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He breaks through sin and pain;
He shatters hell’s grim thrall;
I follow Him through all.
He brings me to the portal
That leads to bliss untold,
Whereon this rhyme immortal
Is found in script of gold:
“Who there My cross has shared
Finds here a crown prepared;
Who there with Me has died
Shall here be glorified.”
(Please Stand)
EASTER PROCLAMATION
P Christ is risen!
C He is risen indeed! Alleluia!
P
C

Christ is risen!
He is risen indeed! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!

INVOCATION
P In the name of the Father, who created our bodies; in the name of the ☩ Son,
who by His blood redeemed our bodies; in the name of the Holy Spirit, who
by Holy Baptism sanctified our bodies to be His temple; keep us to the day of
the resurrection of all flesh.
C Amen.
CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION
P Forgive me, Lord, when I am so eager to get but too reluctant to give; so
ready to receive your gifts but so unwilling to bear the cross.
C Who will rescue me?
P Forgive me, Lord, when I avoid making any commitment to you; when I doubt
that you really see my sin; when I disobey your commandments and am
satisfied with only living for myself.
C Who will rescue me?
3

P
C

Forgive me, Lord when I rejoice in the temporary but think little of the
eternal; when I am so fond of being idle but show little passion for helpful
service.
Who will rescue me from this body of death?
(You are invited to silently reflect on the fact that though our sin is great,
Christ’s love is greater)

P Who will rescue you and me from this body of death? Thanks be to God, he
delivers us through Jesus Christ! By the command of our Lord Jesus Christ, I,
a called and ordained servant of the Word, forgive you all your sins in the name
of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. This is the day the LORD
has made.
C Let us rejoice and be glad in it!
HYMN OF PRAISE: THIS IS THE FEAST

Revelation 5:12–13; 19:5–9
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PRAYER OF THE DAY
P The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.
P Let us pray. Almighty God, and Father, through your only-begotten Son, Jesus
Christ, you have overcome death and opened the gate of everlasting life.
Grant that we who celebrate with joy the day of our Lord’s resurrection may
be raised from the death of sin by your life-giving Spirit; through Jesus Christ
our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.
C Amen.
(Please Be Seated)
☩ WORD ☩
OLD TESTAMENT READING
Isaiah 25:6–9
6
On this mountain the LORD of hosts will make for all peoples
a feast of rich food, a feast of well-aged wine,
of rich food full of marrow, of aged wine well refined.
7
And he will swallow up on this mountain
the covering that is cast over all peoples,
the veil that is spread over all nations.
8
He will swallow up death forever;
and the Lord GOD will wipe away tears from all faces,
and the reproach of his people he will take away from all the earth,
for the LORD has spoken.
9
It will be said on that day,
“Behold, this is our God; we have waited for him, that he might save us.
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This is the LORD; we have waited for him;
let us be glad and rejoice in his salvation.”
L
C

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM 118
P
Oh give thanks to the LORD, for he is good;
C
for his steadfast love endures forever!
P
C

Let those who fear the LORD say,
“His steadfast love endures forever.”

P
C

The stone that the builders rejected
has become the cornerstone.

P
C

This is the LORD's doing;
it is marvelous in our eyes.

P
C

This is the day that the LORD has made;
let us rejoice and be glad in it.

P
C

Save us, we pray, O LORD!
O LORD, we pray, give us success!

P
C

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the LORD!
We bless you from the house of the LORD.

P
C

The LORD is God,
and he has made his light to shine upon us.

P
C

You are my God, and I will give thanks to you;
you are my God; I will extol you.

P
C

Oh give thanks to the LORD, for he is good;
for his steadfast love endures forever!
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EPISTLE
1 Corinthians 15:1–11
1
Now I would remind you, brothers, of the gospel I preached to you, which you
received, in which you stand, 2and by which you are being saved, if you hold fast
to the word I preached to you—unless you believed in vain.
3
For I delivered to you as of first importance what I also received: that Christ
died for our sins in accordance with the Scriptures, 4that he was buried, that he
was raised on the third day in accordance with the Scriptures, 5and that he
appeared to Cephas, then to the twelve. 6Then he appeared to more than five
hundred brothers at one time, most of whom are still alive, though some have
fallen asleep. 7Then he appeared to James, then to all the apostles. 8Last of all,
as to one untimely born, he appeared also to me. 9For I am the least of the
apostles, unworthy to be called an apostle, because I persecuted the church of
God. 10But by the grace of God I am what I am, and his grace toward me was not
in vain. On the contrary, I worked harder than any of them, though it was not I,
but the grace of God that is with me. 11Whether then it was I or they, so we
preach and so you believed.
L
C

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

VERSE: ALLELUIA, ALLELUIA! HEARTS TO HEAVEN

(Please Stand)
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HOLY GOSPEL
P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the twentieth chapter.
C Glory to You, O Lord.
1

John 20:1–18

Now on the first day of the week Mary Magdalene came to the tomb early,
while it was still dark, and saw that the stone had been taken away from the
tomb. 2So she ran and went to Simon Peter and the other disciple, the one whom
Jesus loved, and said to them, “They have taken the Lord out of the tomb,
and we do not know where they have laid him.” 3So Peter went out with the
other disciple, and they were going toward the tomb. 4Both of them were running
together, but the other disciple outran Peter and reached the tomb first. 5And
stooping to look in, he saw the linen cloths lying there, but he did not go in. 6Then
Simon Peter came, following him, and went into the tomb. He saw the linen
cloths lying there, 7and the face cloth, which had been on Jesus’ head, not lying
with the linen cloths but folded up in a place by itself. 8Then the other disciple,
who had reached the tomb first, also went in, and he saw and believed; 9for as
yet they did not understand the Scripture, that he must rise from the dead. 10Then
the disciples went back to their homes.
11
But Mary stood weeping outside the tomb, and as she wept she stooped to
look into the tomb. 12And she saw two angels in white, sitting where the body of
Jesus had lain, one at the head and one at the feet. 13They said to her, “Woman,
why are you weeping?” She said to them, “They have taken away my Lord,
and I do not know where they have laid him.” 14Having said this, she turned
around and saw Jesus standing, but she did not know that it was Jesus. 15Jesus
said to her, “Woman, why are you weeping? Whom are you seeking?” Supposing
him to be the gardener, she said to him, “Sir, if you have carried him away, tell
me where you have laid him, and I will take him away.” 16Jesus said to her,
“Mary.” She turned and said to him in Aramaic, “Rabboni!” (which means
Teacher). 17Jesus said to her, “Do not cling to me, for I have not yet ascended to
the Father; but go to my brothers and say to them, ‘I am ascending to my Father
and your Father, to my God and your God.’” 18Mary Magdalene went and
announced to the disciples, “I have seen the Lord”—and that he had said these
things to her.
P
C

This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.

8

APOSTLES’ CREED
C I believe in God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day He rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life T everlasting. Amen.
(Please Be Seated)

9

HYMN: NOW ALL THE VAULT OF HEAVEN RESOUNDS
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Text: © 1958 Augsburg Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003477 Tune: Public domain

SERMON
(Please Stand)
10

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
P Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus and for all people
according to their needs.
Heavenly Father, we live in a culture of distractions and diversions. Help us to
focus our hearts and minds on the things of first importance: Christ’s death
and resurrection for sinners, for Christ is risen!
C He is risen indeed! Alleluia!
P Lord, You sent a messenger to proclaim Jesus’ resurrection to the women on
Easter morning. Inspire us to share the message of Jesus’ resurrection
throughout the world, for Christ is risen!
C He is risen indeed! Alleluia!
P Lord send healing and care to all who are sick, injured and recovering,
[especially….]. Comfort them with the hope of resurrected bodies that will be
ours when Jesus returns, for Christ is risen!
C He is risen indeed! Alleluia!
P Lord, many grieve and mourn the death of loved ones. Embrace them with the
hope of the resurrection that is ours because Christ is risen!
C He is risen indeed! Alleluia!
(Special Petitions)
P Into Your hands we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in Your mercy,
through Jesus Christ, our risen Lord
C Amen
OFFERTORY: CREATE IN ME
Psalm 51:10–12
C Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me.
Cast me not away from Thy presence, and take not Thy Holy Spirit from
me.
Restore unto me the joy of Thy salvation, and uphold me with Thy free
spirit. Amen.
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OFFERING

Due to COVID-19 we will not be passing an offering plate. Please place gifts and offerings in the
wooden box in the narthex. You can also give online as a one-time gift or reoccurring donation.
Simply click “Online Giving” at www.ascensionstl.com.
“Each one must give as he has decided in his heart, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God
loves a cheerful giver.” 2 Corinthians 9:7

LORD'S PRAYER
P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray:
C

Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

DISMISSAL
P Alleluia! Christ is risen!
C He is risen indeed! Alleluia!
P
C

Let us go forth rejoicing, in the name of the Lord!
Thanks be to God.
12

BENEDICTION
P The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace.
C Amen.
CLOSING HYMN: I KNOW THAT MY REDEEMER LIVES

He lives to silence all my fears;
He lives to wipe away my tears;
He lives to calm my troubled heart;
He lives all blessings to impart.
He lives, my kind, wise, heav’nly friend;
He lives and loves me to the end;
He lives, and while He lives, I’ll sing;
He lives, my Prophet, Priest, and King.

13
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He lives and grants me daily breath;
He lives, and I shall conquer death;
He lives my mansion to prepare;
He lives to bring me safely there.
He lives, all glory to His name!
He lives, my Jesus, still the same;
Oh, the sweet joy this sentence gives:
I know that my Redeemer lives!
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EASTER DEDICATIONS
The Easter lilies that grace our altar have been provided by:
Craig & Julie Krapf: In memory of Don & Rita Krapf
Loretta Edwards: In memory of Peggy & Glen Weseman
Jack & Charlene Cook: For blessings of family & friends
Nickolotsky Family: Thankful for God's Grace and many blessings
Tracey Wing & Jim Preston: In honor of our Savior, Jesus Christ
Kathleen Driskill: To the Glory of the resurrected Lord and in memory of Ralph & Audrey
Simon and Patti Hoeft
Grace Noel, Jack & Jan Pendleton: With thankful hearts for all the blessings God has
given us
Doug & Ruth Pritchard: In the Glory of Christ's Resurrection
Jim & Cheryl Chambers: Thanks for God's protection and love this past year
Debbie Meyer: In memory of Art & Shirley Kuecker and Dave & Florence Meyer
The grandchildren of Ron Hetz: Thankfulness for Christ's resurrection and the certain
assurance of seeing Opa again in heaven
The children of Art Graudin: In honor of Dr. Art Graudin's 94th birthday, March 30th
Diane Broughton & Ed Shimamoto: Easter blessings to our family & friends
Cindy & Jack Winter: With heartfelt thanks to Pastor Clark, Pastor Kobs & Ascension
members for their prayers and support during Jack's extended illness.
Joe & Bonita Benda: To the Glory of God and the blessings of our grandson, Patrick
Carlos & Marla Lopez: Thankful for the gift of salvation; and the health of family and
friends
Mark & Susan Pfaff: The Pfaff's to the Glory of God
Doris Shannon: In loving memory of Bob Kieffer from his family
Cathy Salini: In thankfulness to God for His Son's beautiful resurrection
Clarence & Carol Goetsch: Thanks be to God for the return of Easter services today.
Roberta & Tyler Kern: In memory of Joseph J. Dietrich Sr. Missed beyond words. We
love you, Tyler & Roberta
Kathy & Chris Thies: For the love and support from our church family received for the
youth ministry at Ascension
Ascension Worker Wellness Team: In thankfulness to God for the amazing staff at
Ascension and Word of Life
Randy & Sharon Agne: With prayers of Thanksgiving for healing and health for Randy.
To God be the glory!
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