HOLY THURSDAY
APRIL 1, 2021 8:30 AM & 6:30 PM

ASCENSION LOCATION

5:00 pm Saturdays & 8:15 am Sundays (Traditional Music)
11:00 am Sundays (Contemporary Music)
9:45 am Sundays (Sunday School and Bible Class)
CFNA PEACE CENTER LOCATION

10:00 am 2nd through 5th Sundays (Nepali Fellowship)
LOVED BY CHRIST
SHARING CHRIST’S LOVE
Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod
Word of Life Lutheran School

HOLY THURSAY
APRIL 1, 2021 8:30 AM & 6:30 PM
AS WE GATHER
The quarantine (literally, forty days) of Lent, a time of repentance, began on Ash
Wednesday with an extended prayer and confession of sins, and with this
reminder: “Remember that you are dust, and to dust you shall return.” The forty
days (not including Sundays, which are considered “little Easters”) come to their
conclusion now in the three holy days, or Triduum, of Holy Thursday, Good
Friday, and Holy Saturday. Therefore these days center around the only sacrifice
that gives us absolution, the forgiveness we so desire: the body and blood of the
Lord’s Supper that proclaim the glorious substitutionary suffering and death of
our Lord on the cross and interment in the tomb. Only in this way can a person
know and believe what there is to be so happy about on Easter Sunday!
PRELUDE: WATCH THE LAMB

Carl Anderson

RINGING OF THE BELLS
WELCOME
☩ PREPARATION ☩
HYMN: WHEN YOU WOKE THAT THURSDAY MORNING
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LSB 445

Tune: © 1987 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003477 Text: © 1991 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003477

(Please Stand)
INVOCATION
Matthew 28:19b; 18:20
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.
INTRODUCTION
P This night we know as “the night Jesus was betrayed” began with a meal.
Faithful to all that had been written, Jesus and His disciples would observe the
customary Passover meal that was instituted centuries before, prior to the Lord
leading and delivering His people out of slavery in Egypt and observed by the
faithful each year following. This day, we join in confessing our sins.
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CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION
P O almighty God, merciful Father,
C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities
with which I have ever offended You and justly deserved Your temporal
and eternal punishment. But I am heartily sorry for them and sincerely
repent of them, and I pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the
sake of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved
Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful
being.
P
C

God be merciful to you and strengthen your faith.
Amen.

P
C

Do you believe that the forgiveness I speak is not my forgiveness but God’s?
Yes.

P

Let it be done for you as you believe.
In the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all
your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

C

HYMN: LET ALL MORTAL FLESH KEEP SILENCE

Text and tune: Public domain
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LSB 621 sts. 1–2

PRAYER OF THE DAY
P The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.
P Let us pray. O Lord, in this wondrous Sacrament you have left us a
remembrance of your passion.
C Grant that we may so receive the sacred mystery of your body and blood
that the fruits of our redemption may continually be manifest in us,
P for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.
(Please Be Seated)
☩ WORD ☩
OLD TESTAMENT READING
Exodus 24:3–11
3
Moses came and told the people all the words of the LORD and all the just
decrees. And all the people answered with one voice and said, “All the words that
the LORD has spoken we will do.” 4And Moses wrote down all the words of the
LORD. He rose early in the morning and built an altar at the foot of the mountain,
and twelve pillars, according to the twelve tribes of Israel. 5And he sent young
men of the people of Israel, who offered burnt offerings and sacrificed peace
offerings of oxen to the LORD. 6And Moses took half of the blood and put it in
basins, and half of the blood he threw against the altar. 7Then he took the Book
of the Covenant and read it in the hearing of the people. And they said, “All that
the LORD has spoken we will do, and we will be obedient.” 8And Moses took the
blood and threw it on the people and said, “Behold the blood of the covenant that
the LORD has made with you in accordance with all these words.”
9
Then Moses and Aaron, Nadab, and Abihu, and seventy of the elders of Israel
went up, 10and they saw the God of Israel. There was under his feet as it were a
pavement of sapphire stone, like the very heaven for clearness. 11And he did not
lay his hand on the chief men of the people of Israel; they beheld God, and ate
and drank.
A
C

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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EPISTLE
1 Corinthians 10:16–17
16
The cup of blessing that we bless, is it not a participation in the blood of
Christ? The bread that we break, is it not a participation in the body of Christ?
17
Because there is one bread, we who are many are one body, for we all partake
of the one bread.
A
C

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

(Please Stand)
HOLY GOSPEL
Mark 14:12–26
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the fourteenth chapter.
C Glory be to You, O Lord.
12

On the first day of Unleavened Bread, when they sacrificed the Passover
lamb, [Jesus’] disciples said to him, “Where will you have us go and prepare for
you to eat the Passover?” 13And he sent two of his disciples and said to them,
“Go into the city, and a man carrying a jar of water will meet you. Follow him,
14
and wherever he enters, say to the master of the house, ‘The Teacher says,
Where is my guest room, where I may eat the Passover with my disciples?’ 15And
he will show you a large upper room furnished and ready; there prepare for us.”
16
And the disciples set out and went to the city and found it just as he had told
them, and they prepared the Passover.
17
And when it was evening, he came with the twelve. 18And as they were
reclining at table and eating, Jesus said, “Truly, I say to you, one of you will
betray me, one who is eating with me.” 19They began to be sorrowful and to say
to him one after another, “Is it I?” 20He said to them, “It is one of the twelve, one
who is dipping bread into the dish with me. 21For the Son of Man goes as it is
written of him, but woe to that man by whom the Son of Man is betrayed! It would
have been better for that man if he had not been born.”
22
And as they were eating, he took bread, and after blessing it broke it and
gave it to them, and said, “Take; this is my body.” 23And he took a cup, and when
he had given thanks he gave it to them, and they all drank of it. 24And he said to
them, “This is my blood of the covenant, which is poured out for many. 25Truly, I
say to you, I will not drink again of the fruit of the vine until that day when I drink it
new in the kingdom of God.”
26
And when they had sung a hymn, they went out to the Mount of Olives.
5

P
C

This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise be to You, O Christ.

CATECHISM RESPONSE - SACRAMENT OF THE ALTAR Luther’s Small Catechism
P What is the Sacrament of the Altar?
C It is the true body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ under the bread
and wine, instituted by Christ Himself for us Christians to eat and to
drink.
P
C

What is the benefit of this eating and drinking?
These words, “Given and shed for you for the forgiveness of sins,”
show us that in the Sacrament forgiveness of sins, life, and salvation
are given us through these words. For where there is forgiveness of
sins, there is also life and salvation.

P
C

How can bodily eating and drinking do such great things?
Certainly not just eating and drinking do these things, but the words
written here: “Given and shed for you for the forgiveness of sins.”
These words, along with the bodily eating and drinking, are the main
thing in the Sacrament. Whoever believes these words has exactly
what they say: “forgiveness of sins.”

(Please Be Seated)
HYMN OF THE DAY: NOT ALL THE BLOOD OF BEASTS

Tune and text: Public domain
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SERMON
(Please Stand)
PRAYERS
P Father, on the night when He was betrayed, Christ Jesus humbled Himself to
stoop down and bathe His disciples’ feet, even the feet of the one who would
betray Him. Grant us the fervent desire to embody this attitude of service and
kindness to all that the love of Christ may abound through all our speech and
actions. Hear our prayer and
C humble us, O Lord.
P

On this night, Christ prayed that His disciples would be one in faith. He prayed
for those who would hear His disciples’ proclamation, that all would come to
know that You sent Him into the world to be the light of the world. Just as
Christ encouraged others to boldly proclaim the message of
salvation, so also hear our prayer and
C renew our witness, O Lord.
P On this night, Your Son and our Savior gave us His last will and testament,
giving us His true body and blood that we receive Him for the forgiveness of
sins and nourishment of faith. Give us truly penitent hearts that we receive
this Sacrament worthily. Cleanse us and feed us with the precious body and
blood of Your Son, that we live godly lives and boldly resound with the one
true confession of faith with the whole company of saints, in heaven and on
earth.
A Amen.
(Please Be Seated)
OFFERTORY: CREATE IN ME A CLEAN HEART
Psalm 51:10–12
C Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me.
Cast me not away from Thy presence, and take not Thy Holy Spirit from
me.
Restore unto me the joy of Thy salvation, and uphold me with Thy free
spirit. Amen.
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OFFERING
Due to COVID-19 we will not be passing an offering plate. Please place gifts and offerings in the
wooden box in the narthex. You can also give online as a one-time gift or reoccurring donation. Simply
click “Online Giving” at www.ascensionstl.com.
“Each one must give as he has decided in his heart, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves
a cheerful giver.” 2 Corinthians 9:7

☩ SACRAMENT ☩
We believe Holy Communion is the true body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ under the bread and
wine, instituted by Christ Himself for us Christians to eat and to drink. If you are a communicant member
of a Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod congregation, please feel free to commune with us. If not, please
speak with the pastor before receiving the Lord’s Supper.
How should we each examine ourselves before coming to Holy Communion?
1.
Be aware of our sins and be sorry for them
2.
Believe in our Savior, Jesus Christ, and in His words in the Sacrament
3.
Intend, by the help of the Holy Spirit, to live as God’s forgiven people walking in newness of life

PREFACE
P The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.
P
C

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

P
C

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

PROPER PREFACE
P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through
Jesus Christ, our Lord, who accomplished the salvation of mankind by the
tree of the cross that, where death arose, there life also might rise again and
that the serpent who overcame by the tree of the garden might likewise by
the tree of the cross be overcome. Therefore with angels and archangels
and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious
name, evermore praising You and singing:
8

SANCTUS
Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9
C Holy, holy, holy Lord God of Sabaoth adored;
Heav’n and earth with full acclaim shout the glory of Your name.
Sing hosanna in the highest, sing hosanna to the Lord;
Truly blest is He who comes in the name of the Lord!
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest.
WORDS OF OUR LORD
P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and
when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said:
“Take, eat; this is My T body, which is given for you. This do in
remembrance of Me.”
In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given
thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new
testament in My T blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins.
This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”
PROCLAMATION OF CHRIST
P As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s
death until He comes.
C Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.
LORD'S PRAYER
P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray:
C

Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
9

For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.
PAX DOMINI
P The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C Amen.
AGNUS DEI

John 1:29

☩ DISTRIBUTION HYMNS ☩
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DISTRIBUTION HYMN: MY HOPE IS BUILT ON NOTHING LESS

LSB 575

DISTRIBUTION HYMN: SOUL, ADORN YOURSELF WITH GLADNESS LSB 636

11

Jesus, source of lasting pleasure,
Truest friend, and dearest treasure,
Peace beyond all understanding,
Joy into all life expanding:
Humbly now, I bow before You;
Love incarnate, I adore You;
Worthily let me receive You
And, so favored, never leave You.
Jesus, sun of life, my splendor,
Jesus, friend of friends, most tender,
Jesus, joy of my desiring,
Fount of life, my soul inspiring:
At Your feet I cry, my maker,
Let me be a fit partaker
Of this blessed food from heaven,
For our good, Your glory, given.

12

Lord, by love and mercy driven,
You once left Your throne in heaven
On the cross for me to languish
And to die in bitter anguish,
To forego all joy and gladness
And to shed Your blood in sadness.
By this blood redeemed and living,
Lord, I praise You with thanksgiving.
Jesus, bread of life, I pray You,
Let me gladly here obey You.
By Your love I am invited,
Be Your love with love requited;
By this Supper let me measure,
Lord, how vast and deep love’s treasure.
Through the gift of grace You give me
As Your guest in heav’n receive me.
Text (sts. 1, 4–5): © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003477

DISTRIBUTION HYMN: LAMB OF GOD, PURE AND HOLY

Tune and text: Public domain
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DISMISSAL READING 8:30 AM The Word’s of Christ from the Cross
Psalm 22
P 1My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?
Why are you so far from saving me, from the words of my groaning?
C 2O my God, I cry by day, but you do not answer,
and by night, but I find no rest.
P
C
P
C
P
C
P
C
P

3

Yet you are holy,
enthroned on the praises of Israel.
4
In you our fathers trusted;
they trusted, and you delivered them.
5

To you they cried and were rescued;
in you they trusted and were not put to shame.
6
But I am a worm and not a man,
scorned by mankind and despised by the people.

7

All who see me mock me;
they make mouths at me; they wag their heads;
8
“He trusts in the LORD; let him deliver him;
let him rescue him, for he delights in him!”

11

Be not far from me,
for trouble is near,and there is none to help.
12
Many bulls encompass me;
strong bulls of Bashan surround me;
13

C

they open wide their mouths at me,
like a ravening and roaring lion.
14
I am poured out like water,
and all my bones are out of joint;
my heart is like wax; it is melted within my breast;

P

15

C

my strength is dried up like a potsherd,
and my tongue sticks to my jaws; you lay me in the dust of death.
16
For dogs encompass me;
a company of evildoers encircles me; they have pierced my hands
and feet—
14

P
C
P
C
P
C
P

17

I can count all my bones—
they stare and gloat over me;
18
they divide my garments among them,
and for my clothing they cast lots.
19

But you, O LORD, do not be far off!
O you my help, come quickly to my aid!
20
Deliver my soul from the sword,
my precious life from the power of the dog!
29

All the prosperous of the earth eat and worship;
before him shall bow all who go down to the dust, even the one who could
not keep himself alive.
30
Posterity shall serve him;
it shall be told of the Lord to the coming generation;
31

they shall come and proclaim his righteousness to a people yet unborn,
that he has done it.
A Glory be to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning,
is now, and will be forever. Amen.
(All leave the church in silence.)

STRIPPING OF THE ALTAR 6:30 PM
John 13:31
P During the closing hymn, the altar is stripped as a symbol of the abandonment
our Lord endured in the hours that would follow and a reminder of how Jesus
was stripped of His clothes and ultimately His life, in payment for our sins. No
benediction concludes this service as an indication that the worshipful
reflection continues for three more days into Good Friday and Easter Sunday.
(The communion vessels are reverently removed from the altar, the altar is stripped, and the
chancel is cleared in preparation for the solemn services of Good Friday.)
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HYMN: AS THE DARKNESS CLOSES IN
All: As the darkness closes in, You prepare to bear our sin.
Your appointed hour at hand, Love is Your farewell command.
To You, Lord, in hope we cling; For us, You give ev’rything.
Communionware
W: As You serve the bread and wine, You prepare Your grace divine.
“Here, the blood I shed for You. Take and eat My body true.”
In this holy gathering, For us, You give ev’rything.
Banners
M: Days before, we praised Your name. Singing of Your royal fame.
Palms and hands raised to the sky—Shouting with victorious cry!
Hail! Hosanna! Save us, King. For us, You give ev’rything.
Flowers
W: In the garden, time grows near For the agony severe.
All alone, You humbly pray. Lamb of God, You will not stray
From Your coming suffering. For us, You give ev’rything.
Bible/Hymnal/Missal Stand
M: Word made flesh, You came to dwell With us, sinners doomed to hell.
With Your last words while You live, You entreat God to forgive.
Mercy ever pardoning—For us, You give ev’rything.
Candles
W: Light of light, the world grows dim And our outlook ever grim.
We deserve eternal doom, Hopeless in despairing gloom,
Desp’rate for the light You bring. For us, You give ev’rything.
Paraments
M: Savior, as You pay the price For the nations’ sacrifice,
At Your feet, we will divide Garments You will set aside.
Losing ev’ry scrap and string, For us, You give ev’rything.
Cross/Crucifix
W: Bare and hanging on the tree, You take our iniquity.
We give You our curse and shame; You give us Your holy name.
You remove death’s painful sting; For us, You give ev’rything.
All: We are empty without You. We have nothing we can do
That would free us from our chains. Without You, our guilt remains.
You provide the offering. For us, You give ev’rything.
Text: Lisa M. Clark. Copyright © 2015 Concordia Publishing House. All rights reserved. Used by permission.
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Our worship continues:
Good Friday Service April 2, 2021
Tré Ore 12:00 - 3:00 pm at Hope Lutheran Church
Tenebrae - 6:30 & 8:00 pm at Ascension Lutheran Church
Easter Service April 4, 2021
6:30 am Sunrise Worship without Communion
Easter Communion Services April 4, 2021
8:00 am, 9:30 am & 11:00 am

REV. MATTHEW CLARK
Pastor

REV. MATTHEW KOBS
Assistant Pastor

GABE MAICHEL
Director of Music

ASCENSION LOCATION

5:00 pm Saturdays & 8:15 am Sundays (Traditional Music)
11:00 am Sundays (Contemporary Music)
9:45 am Sundays (Sunday School and Bible Class)
CFNA PEACE CENTER LOCATION

10:00 am 2nd through 5th Sundays (Nepali Fellowship)

5347 DONOVAN AVENUE•SAINT LOUIS, MISSOURI 63109-2695
OFFICE (314) 832-5600•FAX (314) 832-5601•www.ascensionstl.com
A MEMBER CONGREGATION OF THE LUTHERAN CHURCH—MISSOURI SYNOD
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