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LOVED BY CHRIST
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ASCENSION LOCATION
5:00 pm Saturdays & 8:15 am Sundays (Traditional Music)
11:00 am Sundays (Contemporary Music)
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Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod
Word of Life Lutheran School

CFNA PEACE CENTER LOCATION
10:00 am 2nd through 5th Sundays (Nepali Fellowship)

PALM SUNDAY
MARCH 27 & 28, 2021
AS WE GATHER
Sunday, “the eighth day of the week,” is celebrated by Christians as the first day of the eternal life into
which they were baptized. Today, the beginning of the great and Holy Week of Lent, we begin with
the note of great joy as the crowds receive Jesus entering Jerusalem. This will be the last time He
comes to the holy city. For we then follow Him to the judgment hall, the cross of suffering, and the
fearful tomb of death. The penitential season of Lent concludes with the three holy days, the Triduum
of Holy Thursday, Good Friday, and Holy Saturday. Let us follow our Lord and allow Him to take our
sins upon Himself that we may receive His new life in the forgiveness of our sins and the joy of the
resurrection.
PRELUDE

Organ

RINGING OF THE BELLS -We Prepare our hearts and minds for worship
WELCOME
☩ PREPARATION ☩
(Please Stand)
INVOCATION
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.

Matthew 28:19b; 18:20

BLESSING OF THE PALMS
P Blessed is the King who comes in the name of the Lord.
C Hosanna in the highest!
P

C

Brothers and sisters in Christ: In the five weeks of Lent, we have been preparing for this week, for
the events of our Lord’s death and resurrection. We enter with Christ with palms and hosannas
before He confronts the cross. Everything in Lent points to this week.
Let us pray. Almighty God, we pray You bless  and consecrate these palm branches and those
who bear them that we may honor Christ as our Lord and King and that we may follow Him without
fear as He leads us on the pathway of eternal life; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

P Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord.
C Hosanna in the highest!

1

HOLY GOSPEL
P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the twelfth chapter.
C Glory to You, O Lord.

John 12:12–19

12

The next day the large crowd that had come to the feast heard that Jesus was coming to
Jerusalem. 13So they took branches of palm trees and went out to meet him, crying out, “Hosanna!
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord, even the King of Israel!” 14And Jesus found a
young donkey and sat on it, just as it is written,
15
“Fear not, daughter of Zion;
behold, your king is coming,
sitting on a donkey’s colt!”
16
His disciples did not understand these things at first, but when Jesus was glorified, then they
remembered that these things had been written about him and had been done to him. 17The crowd
that had been with him when he called Lazarus out of the tomb and raised him from the dead
continued to bear witness. 18The reason why the crowd went to meet him was that they heard he had
done this sign. 19So the Pharisees said to one another, “You see that you are gaining nothing. Look,
the world has gone after him.”
P
C

This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.

PROCESSIONAL HYMN: ALL GLORY, LAUD, AND HONOR

Tune and text: Public domain

OPENING SENTENCES
P Lift up your heads, O gates! And lift them up, O ancient doors,
C that the King of glory may come in.
P Who is this King of glory?
C The Lord of hosts, He is the King of glory!
2
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CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION
P Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer and praise, and receive the
body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in the fellowship of this altar, let us first consider our
unworthiness and confess before God and one another that we have sinned in thought, word, and
deed, and that we cannot free ourselves from our sinful condition. Together as His people, let us
take refuge in the infinite mercy of God, our heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the sake of
Christ, and saying: God, be merciful to me, a sinner.
C Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to everlasting life.
Amen.
P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you all your
sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all
your sins in the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.
(or)
A

C

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for His sake God forgives
us all our sins. To those who believe in Jesus Christ He gives the power to become the children
of God and bestows on them the Holy Spirit. May the Lord, who has begun this good work in us,
bring it to completion in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ.
Amen.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
P The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.
P
C

Let us pray. Almighty and everlasting God,
you sent your Son, our Savior Jesus Christ, to take upon himself our flesh and to suffer
death upon the cross. Mercifully grant that we may follow the example of his great
humility and patience and be made partakers of his resurrection;

P

through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever.
Amen.

C

(Please Be Seated)
☩ WORD ☩
OLD TESTAMENT READING
A The Old Testament Reading is from Zechariah, chapter 9.
9

Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion!
Shout aloud, O daughter of Jerusalem!
behold, your king is coming to you;
righteous and having salvation is he,
humble and mounted on a donkey,
on a colt, the foal of a donkey.
10
I will cut off the chariot from Ephraim
3

Zechariah 9:9–12

and the war horse from Jerusalem;
and the battle bow shall be cut off,
and he shall speak peace to the nations;
his rule shall be from sea to sea,
and from the River to the ends of the earth.
11
As for you also, because of the blood of my covenant with you,
I will set your prisoners free from the waterless pit.
12
Return to your stronghold, O prisoners of hope;
today I declare that I will restore to you double.
A
C

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM
Psalm 118:19–29
P Open to me the gates of righteousness, that I may enter through them and give thanks to the
LORD.
C This is the gate of the LORD; the righteous shall enter through it.
P I thank you that you have answered me and have become my salvation.
C The stone that the builders rejected has become the cornerstone.
P This is the LORD’s doing; it is marvelous in our eyes.
C This is the day that the LORD has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it.
P Save us, we pray, O LORD! O LORD, we pray, give us success!
C Blessed is he who comes in the name of the LORD! We bless you from the house of the
LORD.
P The LORD is God, and he has made his light to shine upon us.
C Bind the festal sacrifice with cords, up to the horns of the altar!
P You are my God, and I will give thanks to you; you are my God; I will extol you.
A Oh give thanks to the LORD, for he is good; for his steadfast love endures forever!
EPISTLE
Philippians 2:5–11
5
Have this mind among yourselves, which is yours in Christ Jesus, 6who, though he was in the form
of God, did not count equality with God a thing to be grasped, 7but made himself nothing, taking the
form of a servant, being born in the likeness of men. 8And being found in human form, he humbled
himself by becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross. 9Therefore God has highly
exalted him and bestowed on him the name that is above every name, 10so that at the name of Jesus
every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 11and every tongue confess that
Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.
L
C

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

(Please Stand)
4

APOSTLES’ CREED
C I believe in God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day He rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life T everlasting. Amen.
(Please Be Seated)
HYMN OF THE DAY: NO TRAMP OF SOLDIERS’ MARCHING FEET

5
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Text: © 1984 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003477 Tune: Public domain

SERMON
(Please Stand)
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
P Saving Lord, this Holy Week, may we remember anew the events of the first Holy Week, rejoicing
in the forgiveness that Your Son won for us on the cross. In prayer we cry out,
C Hosanna! Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord!
P
C

Lord of the Church, work in the hearts and minds of those who have been baptized in Your
name, but who now neglect to gather together with us as we worship in Your name. Work in their
hearts and lives that they may repent and gladly hear and learn Your Word. In prayer we cry out,
Hosanna! Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord!

P Almighty God, grant strength and courage to those who proclaim Your name in places where the
Gospel of Jesus is actively opposed. Keep them steadfast in Your Word even in the midst of
persecution that Your Church may grow and be blessed. In prayer we cry out,
C Hosanna! Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord!
P
C

All powerful Lord, we thank You for the men and women who serve in the Armed Forces of our
land. Watch over them in their duties and grant Your mighty arm of protection over them in their
calling. In prayer we cry out,
Hosanna! Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord!

(Special Petitions)
P Hear our prayers for the sake of our Savior, who suffered and died that we might have life.
C Hosanna! Amen.
(Please Be Seated)
OFFERTORY: CREATE IN ME
Psalm 51:10–12
C Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me.
Cast me not away from Thy presence, and take not Thy Holy Spirit from me.
Restore unto me the joy of Thy salvation, and uphold me with Thy free spirit. Amen.
6

OFFERING
Due to COVID-19 we will not be passing an offering plate. Please place gifts and offerings in the wooden box in the
narthex. You can also give online as a one-time gift or reoccurring donation. Simply click “Online Giving” at
www.ascensionstl.com.
“Each one must give as he has decided in his heart, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful
giver.” 2 Corinthians 9:7

☩ SACRAMENT ☩

We believe Holy Communion is the true body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ under the bread and wine, instituted
by Christ Himself for us Christians to eat and to drink. If you are a communicant member of a Lutheran Church—
Missouri Synod congregation, please feel free to commune with us. If not, please speak with the pastor before
receiving the Lord’s Supper.
How should we each examine ourselves before coming to Holy Communion?
1.
Be aware of our sins and be sorry for them
2.
Believe in our Savior, Jesus Christ, and in His words in the Sacrament
3.
Intend, by the help of the Holy Spirit, to live as God’s forgiven people walking in newness of life

PREFACE
P The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.
P
C

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

P
C

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is good and right so to do.

PROPER PREFACE
P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to You,
holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who accomplished
the salvation of mankind by the tree of the cross that, where death arose, there life also might
rise again and that the serpent who overcame by the tree of the garden might likewise by the tree
of the cross be overcome. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of
heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and singing:
SANCTUS
C Holy, holy, holy Lord God of Sabaoth adored;
Heav’n and earth with full acclaim shout the glory of Your name.
Sing hosanna in the highest, sing hosanna to the Lord;
Truly blest is He who comes in the name of the Lord!

7

Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9

WORDS OF OUR LORD
P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had given
thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T body, which is
given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.”
In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it to
them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My T blood, which is shed
for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”
LORD'S PRAYER
C Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.
PAX DOMINI
P The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C Amen.
AGNUS DEI

John 1:29

(Please Be Seated)
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☩ DISTRIBUTION HYMNS ☩
DISTRIBUTION HYMN: LAMB OF GOD
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Tune and text: © 1985 Straightway Music, admin. EMI. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003477

DISTRIBUTION HYMN: RIDE ON, RIDE ON IN MAJESTY

Tune and text: Public domain

9
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DISTRIBUTION HYMN: COME, THOU PRECIOUS RANSOM, COME

Text and tune: Public domain

(Please Stand)
BENEDICTION
P
Lift up your heads, O gates! And lift them up, O ancient doors,
C
that the King of glory may come in.
A
C

Who is this King of glory?
The Lord of hosts, He is the King of glory!

P

The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace.
Amen.

C

10

LSB 350

HYMN TO DEPART: HOSANNA, LOUD HOSANNA

LSB 443

Tune and text: Public domain
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