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RETURN TO THE LORD: RETURN TO THE KINGDOM OF GOD
MARCH 24, 2021 8:30 AM & 6:30 PM
AS WE GATHER
In the conclusion of his First Letter to his co-worker Timothy, Paul encourages his young friend with a
shared vision of what is to come as God fulfills all things. He writes of “the appearing of our Lord Jesus
Christ, which He will display at the proper time—He who is the blessed and only Sovereign, the King
of kings and Lord of lords” (1 Timothy 6:14–15). As Jesus stood before Pilate, who seemed to have the
full authority of life and death over Him, our Savior knew who He was and what His kingdom was and
is and will be. “My kingdom is not of this world,” Jesus stated (John 18:36a). With the psalmist, we
affirm, “The LORD will reign forever” (Psalm 146:10). The very best and most blessed time under His
gracious kingship is yet to be!
PRELUDE

Organ/Piano

RINGING OF THE BELLS
WELCOME
OPENING HYMN: SAVIOR, WHEN IN DUST TO THEE

Text and tune: Public domain
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LSB 419

(Please Stand)
INVOCATION
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.
L
C

Jesus Christ is the Light of the world,
the light no darkness can overcome.

L
C

Let Your light scatter the darkness
and illumine Your Church.

PHOS HILARON

(6:30 PM Service Only)

THANKSGIVING FOR LIGHT
L Blessed are You, O Lord our God, king of the universe, who led Your people Israel by a pillar of
cloud by day and a pillar of fire by night. Enlighten our darkness by the light of Your Christ; may
His Word be a lamp to our feet and a light to our path; for You are merciful, and You love Your
whole creation and we, Your creatures, glorify You, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
C Amen.
(Please Be Seated)
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PSALM

Psalm 141:1–4, 8
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PSALM PRAYER
L Let us pray. Let the incense of our repentant prayer ascend before You, O Lord, and let Your
loving-kindness descend on us that, with purified minds, we may sing Your praises with the
Church on earth and the whole heavenly host and may glorify You forever.
C Amen.
FIRST READING
A The Epistle is from Exodus, chapter 19.

Exodus 19:1–6

1

On the third new moon after the people of Israel had gone out of the land of Egypt, on that day
they came into the wilderness of Sinai. 2They set out from Rephidim and came into the wilderness of
Sinai, and they encamped in the wilderness. There Israel encamped before the mountain, 3while
Moses went up to God. The LORD called to him out of the mountain, saying, “Thus you shall say to
the house of Jacob, and tell the people of Israel: 4You yourselves have seen what I did to the
Egyptians, and how I bore you on eagles’ wings and brought you to myself. 5Now therefore, if you will
indeed obey my voice and keep my covenant, you shall be my treasured possession among all
peoples, for all the earth is mine; 6and you shall be to me a kingdom of priests and a holy nation.
These are the words that you shall speak to the people of Israel.”
A
C

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

SECOND READING
L A reading from Romans, chapter 14.

Romans 14:13–17

13

Therefore let us not pass judgment on one another any longer, but rather decide never to put a
stumbling block or hindrance in the way of a brother. 14I know and am persuaded in the Lord Jesus
that nothing is unclean in itself, but it is unclean for anyone who thinks it unclean. 15For if your brother
is grieved by what you eat, you are no longer walking in love. By what you eat, do not destroy the one
for whom Christ died. 16So do not let what you regard as good be spoken of as evil. 17For the kingdom
of God is not a matter of eating and drinking but of righteousness and peace and joy in the Holy
Spirit.
L
C

O Lord, have mercy on us.
Thanks be to God.

(Please Stand)
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HOLY GOSPEL
P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the eighteenth chapter.
C Glory be to Thee, O Lord.

John 18:28–38

Then they led Jesus from the house of Caiaphas to the governor’s headquarters. It was early
morning. They themselves did not enter the governor’s headquarters, so that they would not be
defiled, but could eat the Passover. 29So Pilate went outside to them and said, “What accusation do
you bring against this man?” 30They answered him, “If this man were not doing evil, we would not
have delivered him over to you.” 31Pilate said to them, “Take him yourselves and judge him by your
own law.” The Jews said to him, “It is not lawful for us to put anyone to death.” 32This was to fulfill the
word that Jesus had spoken to show by what kind of death he was going to die.
33
So Pilate entered his headquarters again and called Jesus and said to him, “Are you the King of
the Jews?” 34Jesus answered, “Do you say this of your own accord, or did others say it to you about
me?” 35Pilate answered, “Am I a Jew? Your own nation and the chief priests have delivered you over
to me. What have you done?” 36Jesus answered, “My kingdom is not of this world. If my kingdom
were of this world, my servants would have been fighting, that I might not be delivered over to the
Jews. But my kingdom is not from the world.” 37Then Pilate said to him, “So you are a king?” Jesus
answered, “You say that I am a king. For this purpose I was born and for this purpose I have come
into the world—to bear witness to the truth. Everyone who is of the truth listens to my voice.” 38Pilate
said to him, “What is truth?”
After he had said this, he went back outside to the Jews and told them, “I find no guilt in him.
28

P
C

In many and various ways, God spoke to His people of old by the prophets.
But now in these last days, He has spoken to us by His Son.

(Please Be Seated)
HYMN: BREAK YOUR HEARTS

Tune and text: © 2020 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: CPH Lent License no. 110003477
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SERMON
(Please Stand)
LITANY (LENT)
The congregation’s response may begin just as the leader’s petition ends so that the word “Lord” is
sung simultaneously by both leader and congregation.

L
C
L
C
L
C
L
C
L
C
L
C
L
C
L
C
L
C

For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.
For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity of all,
let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.
For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.
For all pastors in Christ, for all servants of the Church, and for all the people, let us pray to the
Lord:
Lord, have mercy.
For all public servants, for the government and those who protect us, that they may be upheld
and strengthened in every good deed, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.
For those who work to bring peace, justice, health, and protection in this and every place, let us
pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.
For those who bring offerings, those who do good works in this congregation, those who toil,
those who sing, and all the people here present who await from the Lord great and abundant
mercy, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.
For favorable weather, for an abundance of the fruits of the earth, and for peaceful times, let us
pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.
For our deliverance from all affliction, wrath, danger, and need, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.

The prayers then continue:
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Silence for individual prayer may follow.

COLLECT FOR PEACE
L O God, from whom come all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works, give to us, Your
servants, that peace which the world cannot give, that our hearts may be set to obey Your
commandments and also that we, being defended from the fear of our enemies, may live in
peace and quietness; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C Amen.
OFFERING

Due to COVID-19 we will not be passing an offering plate. Please place gifts and offerings in the
wooden box in the narthex. You can also give online as a one-time gift or reoccurring donation.
Simply click “Online Giving” at www.ascensionstl.com.
“Each one must give as he has decided in his heart, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God
loves a cheerful giver.” 2 Corinthians 9:7
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LORD’S PRAYER
L Taught by our Lord and trusting His promises, we are bold to pray:
C Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.
BENEDICAMUS
L Let us bless the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

[Psalm 103:1]

BENEDICTION
P The almighty and merciful Lord, the Father, the T Son, and the Holy Spirit, bless and preserve
you.
C Amen.
HYMN TO DEPART: GIVE ME JESUS

LSB 976

Text and tune: Public domain
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(8:30 AM Service Only)

HYMN TO DEPART: NOW REST BENEATH NIGHT’S SHADOW

LSB 880

(6:30 PM Service Only)

Text and tune: Public domain

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS
Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from the ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, English Standard Version®), copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a
publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved.
Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2018 Concordia Publishing House

9

