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THE BAPTISM OF OUR LORD
JANUARY 9 & 10, 2021
AS WE GATHER
Today we celebrate the Baptism of Jesus. At Jesus’ Baptism, God the Father speaks from heaven,
revealing Jesus to be His beloved Son, and the Holy Spirit descends in the form of a dove. All three
persons of the Trinity make their presence known at Jesus’ Baptism. All three persons of the Trinity
made their presence known at our Baptism as well as we are revealed to be God’s beloved children.
PRELUDE

Organ

WELCOME
OPENING HYMN: JESUS, ONCE WITH SINNERS NUMBERED

Text: © 1999 Stephen P. Starke, admin. Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003477
Tune: © 1995 Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003477
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LSB 404

(Please Stand)
INVOCATION
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.
OPENING SENTENCES
P In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth.
C And the Spirit of God was hovering over the face of the waters.
P
C

And God said, “Let there be light.”
The voice of the Lord is over the waters.

P
C

The voice of the Lord is powerful.
The voice of the Lord is full of majesty.

P
C

The voice of the Lord reveals Jesus as His Son.
The voice of the Lord reveals we are His children too.

Matthew 28:19b; 18:20

Genesis 1:1–2; Psalm 29:3–4

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION
P In Holy Baptism, each of us was baptized into the name of the Father and of the Son and of the
Holy Spirit. In Baptism, we were united with Christ. Yet, we have often lived as if we were entirely
independent and autonomous. We have lived as if our identity were not in Jesus, but in our own
selfish desires. Yet, our heavenly Father invites us to turn back to Him and ask for His
forgiveness.
Silence for reflection.
P
C

Heavenly Father,
we confess that we are by nature sinful and have sinned against you in thought, word,
and deed. On account of Jesus, forgive us, renew us, and unite us to Your name.

P

Almighty God in His mercy has given His song to die and rise for you. In Baptism, you were
united to Christ both in His death and resurrection. You were buried with Him, but also raised to
walk in newness of life. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I
therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy
Spirit.
Amen. We are dead to sin and alive to God in Christ Jesus.

C
(or)
A

C

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for His sake God forgives
us all our sins. To those who believe in Jesus Christ He gives the power to become the children
of God and bestows on them the Holy Spirit. May the Lord, who has begun this good work in us,
bring it to completion in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ.
Amen. We are dead to sin and alive to God in Christ Jesus.

2

HYMN OF PRAISE: SONGS OF THANKFULNESS AND PRAISE

LSB 394 sts. 1–2

Text and tune: Public domain

SALUTATION
P The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.
PRAYER OF THE DAY
P Let us pray.

C

Father in heaven, at the Baptism of Jesus in the Jordan River You proclaimed Him Your beloved
Son and anointed Him with the Holy Spirit. Make all who are baptized in His name faithful in their
calling as Your children and inheritors with Him of everlasting life; through the same Jesus Christ,
our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

(Please Be Seated)
☩ WORD ☩
OLD TESTAMENT READING
Genesis 1:1–5
1
In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth. 2The earth was without form and void,
and darkness was over the face of the deep. And the Spirit of God was hovering over the face of the
waters.
3
And God said, “Let there be light,” and there was light. 4And God saw that the light was good. And
God separated the light from the darkness. 5God called the light Day, and the darkness he called
Night. And there was evening and there was morning, the first day.
L
C

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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EPISTLE
Romans 6:1–11
1
What shall we say then? Are we to continue in sin that grace may abound? 2By no means! How
can we who died to sin still live in it? 3Do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into
Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? 4We were buried therefore with him by baptism into death,
in order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, we too might walk in
newness of life.
5
For if we have been united with him in a death like his, we shall certainly be united with him in a
resurrection like his. 6We know that our old self was crucified with him in order that the body of sin
might be brought to nothing, so that we would no longer be enslaved to sin. 7For one who has died
has been set free from sin. 8Now if we have died with Christ, we believe that we will also live with him.
9
We know that Christ being raised from the dead will never die again; death no longer has dominion
over him. 10For the death he died he died to sin, once for all, but the life he lives he lives to God. 11So
you also must consider yourselves dead to sin and alive to God in Christ Jesus.
L
C

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

(Please Stand)
HOLY GOSPEL
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the first chapter.
C Glory to You, O Lord.
4

Mark 1:4–11

John appeared, baptizing in the wilderness and proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the
forgiveness of sins. 5And all the country of Judea and all Jerusalem were going out to him and were
being baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins. 6Now John was clothed with camel’s
hair and wore a leather belt around his waist and ate locusts and wild honey. 7And he preached,
saying, “After me comes he who is mightier than I, the strap of whose sandals I am not worthy to
stoop down and untie. 8I have baptized you with water, but he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.”
9
In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by John in the Jordan. 10And
when he came up out of the water, immediately he saw the heavens opening and the Spirit
descending on him like a dove. 11And a voice came from heaven, “You are my beloved Son; with you
I am well pleased.”
P
C

This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.

APOSTLES’ CREED
C I believe in God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day He rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
4

From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life T everlasting. Amen.
(Please Be Seated)
HYMN OF THE DAY: TO JORDAN’S RIVER CAME OUR LORD

LSB 405

The Father’s word, the Spirit’s flight
Anointed Christ in glorious sight
As God’s own choice, from Adam’s fall
To save the world and free us all.
Now rise, faint hearts, be resolute;
This man is Christ, our substitute!
He was baptized in Jordan’s stream,
Proclaimed Redeemer, Lord supreme.
Tune: Public domain
Text: © 1993 James P. Tiefel. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003477

SERMON
(Please Stand)
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
P Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus and for all people according to their
needs.
Dear heavenly Father, in the Jordan River, You revealed Jesus to be Your beloved Son. Lord, by
mighty work and wonder,
5

C

reveal Your grace to us.

P

Lord, comfort all those who are suffering in grief, [especially . . .]. Console them with the sure and
certain hope that just as we have been united with Christ in a death like His, we shall certainly be
united with Him in a resurrection like His. Lord, by mighty work and wonder,
reveal Your grace to us.

C
P
C
P
C
P
C

Lord, give courage to all those who live in conflict with their family members, especially regarding
differences of faith. Lord, by mighty work and wonder,
reveal Your grace to us.
Lord, place Your healing hand upon all who are sick, injured, and recovering, [especially . . .].
Have mercy upon them, and lead them on the path to health according to Your will. Lord, by
mighty work and wonder,
reveal Your grace to us.
Lord, we commend all these things to You in the name of Your beloved Son, Jesus. Lord, by
mighty work and wonder,
reveal Your grace to us. Amen.

(Please Be Seated)
☩ SACRAMENT ☩
We believe Holy Communion is the true body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ under the bread and wine, instituted
by Christ Himself for us Christians to eat and to drink. If you are a communicant member of a Lutheran Church—
Missouri Synod congregation, please feel free to commune with us. If not, please speak with the pastor before
receiving the Lord’s Supper.
How should we each examine ourselves before coming to Holy Communion?
1.
Be aware of our sins and be sorry for them
2.
Believe in our Savior, Jesus Christ, and in His words in the Sacrament
3.
Intend, by the help of the Holy Spirit, to live as God’s forgiven people walking in newness of life

PREFACE
P The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.
P
C

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

P
C

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give Him thanks and praise.
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HYMN: SONGS OF THANKFULNESS AND PRAISE

LSB 394 sts. 4–5

Text and tune: Public domain

WORDS OF OUR LORD
P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had given
thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T body, which is
given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.”
In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it to
them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My T blood, which is shed
for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”
LORD'S PRAYER
C Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.
PAX DOMINI
P The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C Amen.
7

☩ DISTRIBUTION HYMNS ☩
HYMN: ALL WHO BELIEVE AND ARE BAPTIZED

LSB 601

Text and tune: Public domain

8

HYMN: GOD’S OWN CHILD, I GLADLY SAY IT

LSB 594

Text: © 1991 Robert E. Voelker. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003477
Tune: Public domain

9

HYMN: O CHRIST, OUR TRUE AND ONLY LIGHT

LSB 839

Tune and text: Public domain

(Please Stand)
DISMISSAL
BENEDICTION
P The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace.
C Amen.
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CLOSING HYMN: THY STRONG WORD

LSB 578

Give us lips to sing Thy glory,
Tongues Thy mercy to proclaim,
Throats that shout the hope that fills us,
Mouths to speak Thy holy name.
Alleluia, alleluia!
May the light which Thou dost send
Fill our songs with alleluias,
Alleluias without end!

∆ God the Father, light-creator,
To Thee laud and honor be.
To Thee, Light of Light begotten,
Praise be sung eternally.
Holy Spirit, light-revealer,
Glory, glory be to Thee.
Mortals, angels, now and ever
Praise the holy Trinity!
Text: © 1969 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003477 Creative Worship for the Lutheran Parish, Series B, Quarter 1. Copyright © 2020 Concordia Publishing House.
All rights reserved. Used by permission.Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2020 Concordia Publishing House.
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