THIRD SUNDAY OF EASTER
Confirmation Sunday
May 4 & 5, 2019

5:00 pm & 8:15 am

AS WE GATHER
God’s Word is always effective; we cannot truly hear it and remain as we were. What a revelation! Today’s
Scripture Readings all reflect this truth. In Acts, Saul, once responsible for the stoning of Stephen, is changed into
the apostle Paul, the human author of much of the New Testament. In the vision in Revelation, John’s sorrow is
drowned out by the hosts of heaven as they praise the Lamb who is worthy to receive all our praise. And in the
Gospel, Peter is forgiven for his weak faith on Holy Thursday and given the gracious invitation to follow his
Lord. Now it is our turn to be changed—into people freed from sin and death to serve our living Lord.
PRELUDE

Organ

RINGING OF THE BELLS - We Prepare our hearts and minds for worship
WELCOME
OPENING HYMN “By All Your Saints in Warfare”

LSB 517, v. 1, 12, & 3

By all Your saints in warfare, For all Your saints at rest,
Your holy name, O Jesus, Forevermore be blest!
For You have won the battle That they might wear the crown;
And now they shine in glory Reflected from Your throne.
Praise for the light from heaven And for the voice of awe;
Praise for the glorious vision The persecutor saw.
O Lord, for Paul’s conversion, We bless Your name today;
Come shine within our darkness, And guide us on our way.
Then let us praise the Father And worship God the Son
And sing to God the Spirit, Eternal Three in One
Till all the ransomed number Fall down before the throne,
Ascribing pow’r and glory and praise to God alone.
(Please Stand)
EASTER PROCLAMATION
Pastor:
People:

Christ is risen!
He is risen indeed! Alleluia!

Pastor:
Men:

Christ is risen!
He is risen indeed! Alleluia!

Pastor:
Women:

Christ is risen!
He is risen indeed! Alleluia!

Pastor:
People:

Christ is risen!
He is risen indeed! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!
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CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION
Pastor:
People:

In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen. Matthew 28:19b

Pastor:
People:

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and cleanse us
from all unrighteousness. 1 John 1:8–9

Pastor:
People:

Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.
Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have sinned
against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left
undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as
ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your
Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight
in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen.

Pastor:

Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you all
your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you
all your sins in the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. [John 20:19–23]
Amen.

People:
[OR]

Seminary Student:

People:

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for His sake God
forgives us all our sins. To those who believe in Jesus Christ He gives the power to become
the children of God and bestows on them the Holy Spirit. May the Lord, who has begun
this good work in us, bring it to completion in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. John 1:12,
Philippians 1:6
Amen.
 SERVICE OF THE WORD


HYMN OF PRAISE 5:00 PM “This Is the Feast”
8:15 AM “This Is the Feast”

LSB 155

Ascension Choir
LSB 155

This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.
Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain, Whose blood set us free to be people of God. This is the feast of
victory for our God. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.
Power, riches, wisdom, and strength, And honor, blessing, and glory are His.
This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.
Sing with all the people of God, And join in the hymn of all creation:
Blessing, honor, glory, and might Be to God and the Lamb forever. Amen.
This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.
For the Lamb who was slain has begun His reign. Alleluia.
This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.
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SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY
Pastor:
People:

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

THE PRAYER OF THE DAY
Pastor:
People:

Let us pray. O God, through the humiliation of Your Son, You raised up the fallen world.
Grant to Your faithful people, rescued from the peril of everlasting death, perpetual gladness
and eternal joys

Pastor:

through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and forever.
Amen.

People:

(Please Be Seated)
FIRST READING Acts 9:1–22 (The conversion of Saul)
1

But Saul, still breathing threats and murder against the disciples of the Lord, went to the high priest 2 and asked
him for letters to the synagogues at Damascus, so that if he found any belonging to the Way, men or women, he
might bring them bound to Jerusalem. 3 Now as he went on his way, he approached Damascus, and suddenly a
light from heaven shone around him. 4 And falling to the ground, he heard a voice saying to him, “Saul, Saul, why
are you persecuting me?” 5 And he said, “Who are you, Lord?” And he said, “I am Jesus, whom you are
persecuting. 6 But rise and enter the city, and you will be told what you are to do.” 7 The men who were traveling
with him stood speechless, hearing the voice but seeing no one. 8 Saul rose from the ground, and although his
eyes were opened, he saw nothing. So they led him by the hand and brought him into Damascus. 9 And for three
days he was without sight, and neither ate nor drank. 10 Now there was a disciple at Damascus named Ananias.
The Lord said to him in a vision, “Ananias.” And he said, “Here I am, Lord.” 11 And the Lord said to him, “Rise
and go to the street called Straight, and at the house of Judas look for a man of Tarsus named Saul, for behold, he
is praying, 12 and he has seen in a vision a man named Ananias come in and lay his hands on him so that he might
regain his sight.” 13 But Ananias answered, “Lord, I have heard from many about this man, how much evil he has
done to your saints at Jerusalem. 14 And here he has authority from the chief priests to bind all who call on your
name.” 15 But the Lord said to him, “Go, for he is a chosen instrument of mine to carry my name before the
Gentiles and kings and the children of Israel. 16 For I will show him how much he must suffer for the sake of my
name.” 17 So Ananias departed and entered the house. And laying his hands on him he said, “Brother Saul, the
Lord Jesus who appeared to you on the road by which you came has sent me so that you may regain your sight
and be filled with the Holy Spirit.” 18 And immediately something like scales fell from his eyes, and he regained
his sight. Then he rose and was baptized; 19 and taking food, he was strengthened. For some days he was with the
disciples at Damascus. 20 And immediately he proclaimed Jesus in the synagogues, saying, “He is the Son of
God.” 21 And all who heard him were amazed and said, “Is not this the man who made havoc in Jerusalem of
those who called upon this name? And has he not come here for this purpose, to bring them bound before the
chief priests?” 22 But Saul increased all the more in strength, and confounded the Jews who lived in Damascus by
proving that Jesus was the Christ.
Pastor:
People:

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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EPISTLE Revelation 5: 8–14 (The scroll and the Lamb)
8

And when he had taken the scroll, the four living creatures and the twenty-four elders fell down before the Lamb,
each holding a harp, and golden bowls full of incense, which are the prayers of the saints. 9 And they sang a new
song, saying, “Worthy are you to take the scroll and to open its seals, for you were slain, and by your blood you
ransomed people for God from every tribe and language and people and nation, 10 and you have made them a
kingdom and priests to our God, and they shall reign on the earth.” 11 Then I looked, and I heard around the throne
and the living creatures and the elders the voice of many angels, numbering myriads of myriads and thousands of
thousands, 12 saying with a loud voice, “Worthy is the Lamb who was slain, to receive power and wealth and
wisdom and might and honor and glory and blessing!” 13 And I heard every creature in heaven and on earth and
under the earth and in the sea, and all that is in them, saying, “To him who sits on the throne and to the Lamb be
blessing and honor and glory and might forever and ever!” 14 And the four living creatures said, “Amen!” and the
elders fell down and worshiped.
Pastor:
People:

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

(Please Stand)
GOSPEL VERSE “Alleluia, Alleluia! Hearts to Heaven”

LSB 477, v. 1

Alleluia, alleluia! Hearts to heav’n and voices raise:
Sing to God a hymn of gladness, Sing to God a hymn of praise;
He who on the cross a victim For the world’s salvation bled—
Jesus Christ, the King of Glory, Now is risen from the dead.
HOLY GOSPEL John 21:1–19
(Jesus appears to seven disciples and restores Peter.)
The congregation is invited to read the words in bold
Pastor:
People:
1

The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the twenty-first chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.

After this Jesus revealed himself again to the disciples by the Sea of Tiberias, and he revealed himself in this
way. 2 Simon Peter, Thomas (called the Twin), Nathanael of Cana in Galilee, the sons of Zebedee, and two others
of his disciples were together. 3 Simon Peter said to them, “I am going fishing.” They said to him, “We will go
with you.” They went out and got into the boat, but that night they caught nothing. 4 Just as day was breaking,
Jesus stood on the shore; yet the disciples did not know that it was Jesus. 5 Jesus said to them, “Children, do you
have any fish?” They answered him, “No.” 6 He said to them, “Cast the net on the right side of the boat, and you
will find some.” So they cast it, and now they were not able to haul it in, because of the quantity of fish. 7 That
disciple whom Jesus loved therefore said to Peter, “It is the Lord!” When Simon Peter heard that it was the Lord,
he put on his outer garment, for he was stripped for work, and threw himself into the sea. 8 The other disciples
came in the boat, dragging the net full of fish, for they were not far from the land, but about a hundred yards off.
9
When they got out on land, they saw a charcoal fire in place, with fish laid out on it, and bread. 10 Jesus said to
them, “Bring some of the fish that you have just caught.” 11 So Simon Peter went aboard and hauled the net ashore,
full of large fish, 153 of them. And although there were so many, the net was not torn. 12 Jesus said to them,
“Come and have breakfast.” Now none of the disciples dared ask him, “Who are you?” They knew it was the
Lord. 13 Jesus came and took the bread and gave it to them, and so with the fish. 14 This was now the third time
that Jesus was revealed to the disciples after he was raised from the dead. 15 When they had finished breakfast,
Jesus said to Simon Peter, “Simon, son of John, do you love me more than these?” He said to him, “Yes, Lord;
you know that I love you.” He said to him, “Feed my lambs.” 16 He said to him a second time, “Simon, son of
John, do you love me?” He said to him, “Yes, Lord; you know that I love you.” He said to him, “Tend my
4

sheep.” 17 He said to him the third time, “Simon, son of John, do you love me?” Peter was grieved because he
said to him the third time, “Do you love me?” and he said to him, “Lord, you know everything; you know that
I love you.” Jesus said to him, “Feed my sheep. 18Truly, truly, I say to you, when you were young, you used to
dress yourself and walk wherever you wanted, but when you are old, you will stretch out your hands, and another
will dress you and carry you where you do not want to go.” 19 (This he said to show by what kind of death he was
to glorify God.) And after saying this he said to him, “Follow me.”
Pastor:
People:

This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.
APOSTLES’ CREED

LSB 159

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin
Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. He descended into hell. The third
day He rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father
Almighty. From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.
(Please Be Seated)
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE “Alleluia, Alleluia! Hearts to Heaven”

LSB 477, v. 2

Alleluia, Christ is risen! Death at last has met defeat:
See the ancient pow’rs of evil In confusion and retreat;
Once He died, and once was buried: Now He lives forevermore,
Jesus Christ, the world’s Redeemer, Whom we worship and adore.
HYMN OF THE DAY “He’s Risen, He’s Risen”

LSB 480

He’s risen, He’s risen, Christ Jesus, the Lord;
He opened death’s prison, the incarnate, true Word.
Break forth, hosts of heaven, in jubilant song
And earth, sea, and mountain their praises prolong.
The foe was triumphant when on Calvary
The Lord of creation was nailed to the tree.
In Satan’s domain did the hosts shout and jeer,
For Jesus was slain, whom the evil ones fear.
But short was their triumph; the Savior arose,
And death, hell, and Satan He vanquished, His foes.
The conquering Lord lifts His banner on high;
He lives, yes, He lives, and will nevermore die.
O, where is your sting, death? We fear you no more;
Christ rose, and now open is fair Eden’s door.
For all our transgressions His blood does atone;
Redeemed and forgiven, we now are His own.
5

Then sing your hosannas and raise your glad voice;
Proclaim the blest tidings that all may rejoice.
Laud, honor, and praise to the Lamb that was slain:
With Father and Spirit He ever shall reign.
SERMON
(Please Stand)
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
Pastor:

People:
Pastor:

People:

Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus and for all people according to their needs.
Blessed Lord, You appeared to the disciples, showing Yourself again as the one and only risen
Redeemer. You forgave Peter his betrayal and appointed him to feed Your sheep. Forgive our sins,
restore us to Your service, and bless all that we do that it be to Your glory. Risen Lord, in Your
mercy,
hear our prayer.
You deliver the sick from their illness, the wounded from their pain, the grieving from their sorrow,
and the dying from their fear, [especially . . .]. Bless all people according to their need with grace
sufficient to carry them through their day of trouble, and sustain them in faith, according to Your
gracious will. Risen Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.

(Special Petitions)
Pastor:
People:

Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in Your mercy; through
Jesus Christ, our Lord.
Amen.

(Please Be Seated)
GATHERING OF OFFERINGS 5:00 PM “It is Well”

Ascension Choir

(Please Stand)
OFFERTORY “Give Thanks with a Grateful Heart”

LSB 806, v. 1

Give thanks with a grateful heart, Give thanks to the Holy One.
Give thanks because He’s given Jesus Christ His Son.
Give thanks with a grateful heart, Give thanks to the Holy One.
Give thanks because He’s given Jesus Christ His Son.

And now let the weak say “I am strong,” Let the poor say “I am rich,”
Because of what the Lord has done for us.
And now let the weak say “I am strong,” Let the poor say “I am rich,”
Because of what the Lord has done for us.
Give thanks, give thanks.
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SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT

PREFACE
Pastor:
People:

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Pastor:
People:

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Pastor:
People:

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

PROPER PREFACE
Pastor:

It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to You,
holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God. And most especially are we bound to praise You on
this day for the glorious resurrection of Your Son, Jesus Christ, the very Paschal Lamb, who was
sacrificed for us and bore the sins of the world. By His dying He has destroyed death, and by His
rising again He has restored to us everlasting life. Therefore with Mary Magdalene, Peter and John,
and with all the witnesses of the resurrection, with angels and archangels, and with all the company
of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and singing:

SANCTUS

Holy, Holy, Holy Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9

LSB 161

Holy, holy, holy Lord God of pow’r and might:
Heaven and earth are full of Your glory.
Hosanna. Hosanna. Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.
THE WORDS OF OUR LORD

LSB 162

LORD’S PRAYER

LSB 162

Pastor:

Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray:

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it
is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass
against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the
power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. Matthew 6:9–13
PAX DOMINI The Peace of the Lord John 20:19
Pastor:
People:
AGNUS DEI

LSB 163

The peace of the Lord be with you always.
Amen.
LSB 163

Lamb of God John 1:29

Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; grant us peace.
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(Please Be Seated)
DISTRIBUTION HYMNS 5:00 PM “The Lamb” LSB 547

Ascension Choir

“Crown Him with Many Crowns”

LSB 525

Crown Him with many crowns, The Lamb upon His throne;
Hark how the heav’nly anthem drowns All music but its own.
Awake, my soul, and sing Of Him who died for thee,
And hail Him as thy matchless king Through all eternity.
Crown Him the virgin’s Son, The God incarnate born,
Whose arm those crimson trophies won Which now His brow adorn:
Fruit of the mystic rose, Yet of that rose the stem,
The root whence mercy ever flows, The babe of Bethlehem.
Crown Him the Lord of love. Behold His hands and side,
Rich wounds, yet visible above, In beauty glorified.
No angels in the sky Can fully bear that sight,
But downward bend their wond’ring eyes At mysteries so bright.
Crown Him the Lord of Life, Who triumphed o’er the grave
And rose victorious in the strife For those He came to save.
His glories now we sing, Who died and rose on high,
Who died eternal life to bring and lives that death may die.
Crown Him the Lord of heav’n, Enthroned in worlds above,
Crown Him the king to whom is giv’n The wondrous name of Love.
Crown Him with many crowns As thrones before Him fall;
Crown Him, ye kings, with many crowns, For He is king of all.
“Come, Follow Me,” the Savior Spake

LSB 688

“Come, follow Me,” the Savior spake, “All in My way abiding;
Deny yourselves, the world forsake, Obey My call and guiding.
O bear the cross, whate’er betide, Take My example for your guide.
“I am the light, I light the way A godly life displaying;
I bid you walk as in the day; I keep your feet from straying.
I am the way, and well I show How you must sojourn here below.
“My heart abounds in lowliness, My soul with love is glowing;
And gracious words My lips express, With meekness overflowing.
My heart, My mind, My strength, My all, To God I yield, On Him I call.
“I teach you how to shun and flee What harms your soul’s salvation,
Your heart from ev’ry guile to free, From sin and its temptation.
I am the refuge of the soul And lead you to your heav’nly goal.”
Then let us follow Christ, our Lord, And take the cross appointed
And, firmly clinging to His Word, In suff’ring be undaunted.
For those who bear the battle’s strain The crown of heavn’ly life obtain.
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“Shepherd of Tender Youth”

LSB 864

Shepherd of tender youth, Guiding in love and truth Through devious ways; Christ, our triumphant
king,
We come Your name to sing And here our children bring To join Your praise.
You are the holy Lord, O all subduing Word, Healer of strife. Yourself You did abase
That from sin’s deep disgrace You so might save our race And give us life.
You are the great High Priest; You have prepared the feast Of holy love;
And in our mortal pain None calls on You in vain; Our plea do not disdain; Help from above.
O ever be our guide, Our shepherd, and our pride, Our staff and song.
Jesus, O Christ of God, By Your enduring Word Lead us where You have trod; Make our faith strong.
So now, and till we die Sound we Your praises high And joyful sing:
Infants and all the throng, Who to the Church belong, Unite to swell the song To Christ, our King!
(Please Stand)
BENEDICTION Numbers 6:24–26
Pastor:
People:

LSB 166

The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.
Amen.

CLOSING HYMN “Thine the Amen, Thine the Praise”
Thine the amen Thine the praise Alleluias angels raise
Thine the everlasting head Thine the breaking of the bread
Thine the glory Thine the story Thine the harvest then the cup
Thine the vineyard then the cup is lifted up lifted up.
Thine the life eternally Thine the promise let there be
Thine the vision Thine the tree All the earth on bended knee
Gone the nailing gone the railing Gone the pleading gone the cry
Gone the sighing gone the dying what was loss lifted high.
Thine the truly Thine the yes Thine the table we the guest
Thine the mercy all from Thee Thine the glory yet to be
Then the ringing and the singing Then the end of all the war
Thine the living Thine the loving evermore evermore.
Thine the kingdom Thine the prize Thine the wonder full surprise
Thine the banquet then the praise Then the justice of Thy ways
Thine the glory Thine the story Then the welcome to the least
Then the wonder all increasing at Thy feast at Thy feast.

9

LSB 680

Thine the glory in the night No more dying only light
Thine the river Thine the tree Then the Lamb eternally
Then the holy holy holy Celebration jubilee
Thine the splendor Thine the brightness only Thee only Thee.
POSTLUDE

Organ
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