EIGHTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
SONGS OF ASCENSION
July 14 & 15, 2018

5:00 pm & 8:15 am

AS WE GATHER
When Amos speaks God’s Word to Israel, they do not want to hear it. Amos is told to prophesy elsewhere. John
the Baptist’s message of repentance landed him in Herod’s prison and, eventually, in the grave. Speaking God’s
Word is not always easy. It often meets resistance and sometimes even violence. As you gather with fellow hearers
of God’s Word, consider how you have been resistant to God’s Word. Which portions have you chosen to skip
over? Consider how you might better hear and speak God’s Word this week.
PRELUDE
RINGING OF THE BELLS - We Prepare our hearts and minds for worship
WELCOME
 PREPARATION 
OPENING HYMN “Though All Our Life Is Like a Scroll”

Karsten/Blersch

Though all or life is like a scroll Unrolled with blemished pages:
Though sin has shredded what was whole And death is now our wages;
Yet here we stand in confidence, With Jesus as our sole defense,
For He alone still saves us.
Though pompously we try to dress In costumes of our making;
Though fig leaves of self-righteousness Are futile and heart breaking;
Yet filthy rags Christ gladly wore So we would perish nevermore.
His grace alone still clothes us.
Though earth’s deep waters foam and roar As surging waves are rolling;
Though all the nations rage with war While bells of doom are tolling;
Yet God gives peaceful fortitude, He nurtures us with Heaven’s food.
True faith alone still anchors.
Though critics cut out Scripture’s claims And treat them with derision;
Though they conduct their hostile aims With scalpels of suspicion:
Yet how the living two-edged sword Proclaims the dead and risen Lord!
God’s Word alone still truthful.
∆ Now sing a high doxology To God who gives salvation.
Both here and in eternity Let this be our vocation.
To Father , Son, and Spirit raise A symphony of grateful praise,
For He alone is worthy.
Text© 2016 Wilfred L. Karsten. Used by permission.
Music: © 2016 Concordia Publishing House
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OPENING SENTENCES Psalm 150
Pastor:

Praise the Lord! Praise God in His sanctuary;
praise Him in His mighty heavens!

People:

Praise Him for His mighty deeds;
praise Him according to His excellent greatness!

Pastor:

Praise Him with trumpet sound;
praise Him with lute and harp!

People:

Praise Him with tambourine and dance;
praise Him with strings and pipe!

Pastor:

Praise Him with sounding cymbals;
praise Him with loud clashing cymbals!

People:

Let everything that has breath praise the Lord!
Praise the Lord!

ALL:

Glory be to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning,
is now, and will be forever. Amen.
CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION
(If you would like private confession and absolution, please call the office at
(314) 832-5600 to make an appointment with Pastor Clark)

Pastor:
People:

In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Pastor:
People:

Our help is in the name of the Lord,
who made heaven and earth.

Pastor:
People:

If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand?
But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared.

Pastor:

Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer and praise, and receive the
body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in the fellowship of this altar, let us first consider our
unworthiness and confess before God and one another that we have sinned in thought, word, and
deed, and that we cannot free ourselves from our sinful condition. Together as His people let us
take refuge in the infinite mercy of God, our heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the sake of
Christ, and saying: God, be merciful to me, a sinner.
Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to everlasting life. Amen.

People:
Pastor:

People:

Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you all
your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you
all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
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(OR)
Seminary Student:

People:

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for His sake God
forgives us all our sins. To those who believe in Jesus Christ He gives the power to become
the children of God and bestows on them the Holy Spirit. May the Lord, who has begun
this good work in us, bring it to completion in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. John 1:12,
Philippians 1:6
Amen.
 SERVICE OF THE WORD 

SERMON SERIES HYMN “When In Our Music God is Glorified”

LSB 796, v. 1, 3, & 5

When in our music God is glorified
And adoration leaves no room for pride,
It is as though the whole creation cried:
Alleluia!
So has the Church, in liturgy and song,
In faith and love, through centuries of wrong,
Borne witness to the truth in evr’y tongue:
Alleluia!
Let evr’y instrument be tuned for praise!
Let all rejoice who have a voice to raise!
And may God give us faith to sing always:
Alleluia!
SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY
Pastor:
People:

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Pastor:

Let us pray. O Lord, You granted Your prophets strength to resist the temptations of the devil and
courage to proclaim repentance.
Give us pure hearts and minds to follow Your Son faithfully even into suffering and death;

People:
Pastor:
People:

through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever.
Amen.

(Please Be Seated)
OLD TESTAMENT Amos 7:7–15 (Amaziah tells Amos to prophesy
elsewhere, but Amos does as the Lord commands.)
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This is what he showed me: behold, the Lord was standing beside a wall built with a plumb line, with a plumb
line in his hand. 8 And the LORD said to me, “Amos, what do you see?” And I said, “A plumb line.” Then the Lord
said, “Behold, I am setting a plumb line in the midst of my people Israel; I will never again pass by them; 9 the
high places of Isaac shall be made desolate, and the sanctuaries of Israel shall be laid waste, and I will rise
against the house of Jeroboam with the sword.” 10 Then Amaziah the priest of Bethel sent to Jeroboam king of
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Israel, saying, “Amos has conspired against you in the midst of the house of Israel. The land is not able to bear
all his words. 11 For thus Amos has said, “‘Jeroboam shall die by the sword, and Israel must go into exile away
from his land.’” 12 And Amaziah said to Amos, “O seer, go, flee away to the land of Judah, and eat bread there,
and prophesy there, 13 but never again prophesy at Bethel, for it is the king's sanctuary, and it is a temple of the
kingdom.” 14 Then Amos answered and said to Amaziah, “I was no prophet, nor a prophet's son, but I was a
herdsman and a dresser of sycamore figs.15 But the LORD took me from following the flock, and the LORD said to
me, ‘Go, prophesy to my people Israel.’
Reader:
People:

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
EPISTLE Ephesians 1:3–14 (Paul speaks of our redemption, adoption, forgiveness,
and inheritance in Christ.)
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Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in Christ with every spiritual
blessing in the heavenly places,4 even as he chose us in him before the foundation of the world, that we should
be holy and blameless before him. In love 5 he predestined us for adoption to himself as sons through Jesus
Christ, according to the purpose of his will, 6 to the praise of his glorious grace, with which he has blessed us
in the Beloved. 7 In him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, according to
the riches of his grace, 8 which he lavished upon us, in all wisdom and insight 9 making known to us the mystery
of his will, according to his purpose, which he set forth in Christ 10 as a plan for the fullness of time, to unite all
things in him, things in heaven and things on earth. 11 In him we have obtained an inheritance, having been
predestined according to the purpose of him who works all things according to the counsel of his will, 12 so that
we who were the first to hope in Christ might be to the praise of his glory. 13 In him you also, when you heard the
word of truth, the gospel of your salvation, and believed in him, were sealed with the promised Holy Spirit, 14 who
is the guarantee of our inheritance until we acquire possession of it, to the praise of his glory.
Reader:
People:

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

(Please Stand)
ALLELUIA and VERSE

LSB 205

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.
These things are written that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ,
the Son of God.
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.
HOLY GOSPEL Mark 6:14–29

(Herod puts John the Baptist to death.)

The congregation is invited to read the scripture in bold

Pastor:
People:

The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the sixth chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.

14

King Herod heard of it, for Jesus' name had become known. Some said, “John the Baptist has been raised
from the dead. That is why these miraculous powers are at work in him.” 15 But others said, “He is Elijah.”
And others said, “He is a prophet, like one of the prophets of old.” 16 But when Herod heard of it, he said,
“John, whom I beheaded, has been raised.” 17 For it was Herod who had sent and seized John and bound him
in prison for the sake of Herodias, his brother Philip's wife, because he had married her. 18 For John had been
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saying to Herod, “It is not lawful for you to have your brother's wife.” 19 And Herodias had a grudge against him
and wanted to put him to death. But she could not, 20 for Herod feared John, knowing that he was a righteous and
holy man, and he kept him safe. When he heard him, he was greatly perplexed, and yet he heard him gladly. 21 But
an opportunity came when Herod on his birthday gave a banquet for his nobles and military commanders and the
leading men of Galilee.22 For when Herodias's daughter came in and danced, she pleased Herod and his guests.
And the king said to the girl, “Ask me for whatever you wish, and I will give it to you.” 23 And he vowed to
her, “Whatever you ask me, I will give you, up to half of my kingdom.” 24 And she went out and said to her
mother, “For what should I ask?” And she said, “The head of John the Baptist.” 25 And she came in immediately
with haste to the king and asked, saying, “I want you to give me at once the head of John the Baptist on a
platter.” 26 And the king was exceedingly sorry, but because of his oaths and his guests he did not want to break
his word to her. 27 And immediately the king sent an executioner with orders to bring John's head. He went and
beheaded him in the prison 28 and brought his head on a platter and gave it to the girl, and the girl gave it to her
mother. 29 When his disciples heard of it, they came and took his body and laid it in a tomb.
Pastor:
People:

This is the Gospel of Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.
APOSTLES’ CREED

LSB 207

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin
Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. He descended into hell. The third
day He rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father
Almighty. From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.
(Please Be Seated)
CHILDREN’S TIME “Praise to the Lord, the Almighty”

LSB 790, v. 1

Praise to the Lord, the Almighty, the King of creation!
O my soul, praise Him, for He is your health and salvation!
Let all who hear Now to His temple draw near,
Joining in glad adoration!
HYMN OF THE DAY “Songs of Ascension”

(ranked #4)

“A Mighty Fortress is Our God”

LSB 656

A mighty fortress is our God, A trusty shield and weapon;
He helps us free from ev’ry need. That hath us now o’ertaken.
The old evil foe Now means deadly woe; Deep guile and great might,
Are his dread arms in fight; On earth is not his equal.
With might of ours can naught be done, Soon were our loss effected;
But for us fights the valiant One, Whom God Himself elected.
Ask ye, Who is this? Jesus Christ it is, Of Sabaoth Lord,
And there’s none other God; He holds the field forever.
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Though devils all the world should fill, All eager to devour us,
We tremble not, we fear no ill; They shall not overpow’r us.
This world’s prince may still Scowl fierce as He will,
He can harm us none. He’s judged; the deed is done; One little word can fell him.
The Word they still shall let remain Nor any thanks have for it;
He’s by our side upon the plain With His good gifts and Spirit.
And take they our life, Goods, fame, child, and wife, Though these all be gone,
Our vict’ry has been won; The Kingdom ours remaineth.
SERMON
(Please Stand)
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
Pastor:

People:
Pastor:

People:
Pastor:
People:
Pastor:
People:
Pastor:
People:

Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus and for all people according to their needs.
For pastors, teachers, missionaries, and all who proclaim God’s Word, that God would embolden
them to speak His word of repentance and forgiveness, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For those who have not heard the message of Christ crucified and raised from the dead, that God
would raise up faithful witnesses to speak His Word to all who do not believe, let us pray to the
Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For those who struggle to believe in Christ’s unwavering love, that the victory won by the risen
Christ would pierce their darkness of doubt and despair, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For all the rulers of the world, that God would turn their hearts to His will of mercy, peace, and
justice, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For those who are sick and recovering, [especially . . .], that they rely on the steadfast love and
faithfulness of Christ, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

(Special Petitions)
Pastor:
People:

Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in Your promise to hear us.
Amen.

(Please Be Seated)
GATHERING OF OFFERINGS
(Please Stand)
6

 SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT

We believe Holy Communion is the true body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ under the bread and wine, instituted by Christ Himself
for us Christian to eat and to drink. If you are a communicant member of a Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod congregation, please
feel free to commune with us. If not, please speak with the pastor before receiving the Lord’s Supper.

PREFACE
Pastor:
People:

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Pastor:
People:

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Pastor:
People:

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

PROPER PREFACE
Pastor:

It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to You,
holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who on this day
overcame death and the grave and by His glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting
life. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and
magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and singing:

SANCTUS — Holy, Holy, Holy Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9

LSB 208

Holy, holy, holy Lord God of Sabaoth adored;
Heav’n and earth with full acclaim shout the glory of Your name.
Sing hosanna in the highest, sing hosanna to the Lord;
Truly blest is He who comes in the name of the Lord!
THE LORD’S PRAYER
Pastor:

LSB 209

Hear us as we pray in His name as He has taught us:

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as
it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.
THE WORDS OF OUR LORD
PAX DOMINI — The Peace of the Lord
Pastor:
People:

LSB 209
John 20:19

The peace of the Lord be with you always.
Amen.
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LSB 209

AGNUS DEI — Lamb of God

LSB 210

John 1:29

O Jesus Christ, true Lamb of God, You take the sin of the world away;
O Jesus Christ, true Lamb of God, Have mercy on us, Lord, we pray.
O Jesus Christ, true Lamb of God, You take the sin of the world away;
Have mercy on us, Jesus Christ, And grant us peace, O Lord, we pray.
(Please Be Seated)
(Please Note: Communion will be distributed in a continuous line during our 8:15 am worship while
broadcasting on KFUO radio)
DISTRIBUTION HYMNS “Built on the Rock”

LSB 645 (tied #30)

Built on the Rock the Church shall stand Even when steeples are falling.
Crumbled have spires in ev’ry land; Bells still are chiming and calling,
Calling the young and old to rest, But above all the souls distressed,
Longing for rest everlasting.
Surely in temples made with hands God, the Most High, is not dwelling;
High above earth His temple stands, All earthly temples excelling.
Yet He who dwells in heav’n above Chooses to live with us in love,
Making our bodies His temple.
We are God’s house of living stones, Built for His own habitation.
He through baptismal grace us owns Heirs of His wondrous salvation.
Were we but two His name to tell, Yet he would deign with us to dwell
With all His grace and His favor.
Here stands the font before our eyes, Telling how God received us.
The altar recalls Christ’s sacrifice And what His Supper here gives us.
Here sound the Scriptures that proclaim Christ yesterday, today, the same,
And evermore, our Redeemer.
Grant, then, O God, Your will be done, That, when the church bells are ringing,
Many in saving faith may come Where Christ His message is bringing:
“I know My own; My own know Me. You, not the world, My face shall see.
My peace I leave with you. Amen.”
“Lord, Keep Us Steadfast in Your Word”

LSB 655 (tied #28)

Lord, keep us steadfast in Your Word; Curb those who by deceit or sword
Would wrest the kingdom from Your Son And bring to naught all He has done.
Lord Jesus Christ, Your pow’r make known, For You are Lord of lords alone;
Defend Your holy Church that we May sing Your praise eternally.
O Comforter of priceless worth, Send peace and unity on earth;
Support us in our final strife And lead us out of death to life.
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“Chief of Sinners Though I Be”

LSB 611 (tied #24)

Chief of sinners though I be, Jesus shed His blood for me,
Died that I might live on high, Lives that I might never die.
As the branch is to the vine, I am His and He is mine.
Oh, the height of Jesus’ love, Higher than the heav’ns above,
Deeper than the depths of sea, lasting as eternity!
Love that found me wondrous thought, Found me when I sought Him not.
Only Jesus can impart balm to heal the wounded heart,
Peace that flows from sin forgiv’n, Joy that lifts the soul to heav’n,
Faith and hope to walk with God In the way that Enoch trod.
Chief of sinners though I be, Christ is all in all to me;
All my wants to Him are known, All my sorrows are His own.
He sustains the hidden life Safe with Him from earthly strife.
O my Savior, help afford By Your Spirit and Your Word!
When my wayward heart would stray, Keep me in the narrow way;
Grace in time of need supply While I live and when I die.
(Please Stand)
NUNC DIMITTIS - Song of Simeon Luke 2:29–32

LSB 211, v. 1

O Lord, now let Your servant Depart in heav’nly peace,
For I have seen the glory Of Your redeeming grace:
A light to lead the Gentiles Unto Your holy hill,
The glory of Your people, Your chosen Israel.
BENEDICAMUS and BENEDICTION Psalm 103:1
Pastor:
People:

Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Pastor:

The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace. Numbers 6:24-26
Amen.

People:

CLOSING HYMN “Thy Strong Word”

LSB 578 (tied #15)

Thy strong Word did cleave the darkness; At Thy speaking it was done.
For created light we thank Thee, While Thine ordered seasons run.
Alleluia, alleluia! Praise to Thee who light dost send!
Alleluia, alleluia! Alleluia without end!
Lo, on those who dwelt in darkness, Dark as night and deep as death,
Broke the light of Thy salvation, Breathed Thine own life-breathing breath.
Alleluia, alleluia! Praise to Thee who light dost send!
Alleluia, alleluia! Alleluia without end!
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Thy strong Word bespeaks us righteous; Bright with Thine own holiness,
Glorious now, we press toward glory, And our lives our hopes confess.
Alleluia, alleluia! Praise to Thee who light dost send!
Alleluia, alleluia! Alleluia without end!
From the cross Thy wisdom shining Breaketh forth in conqu’ring might;
From the cross forever beameth All Thy bright redeeming light.
Alleluia, alleluia! Praise to Thee who light dost send!
Alleluia, alleluia! Alleluia without end!
Give us lips to sing Thy glory, Tongues Thy mercy to proclaim,
Throats that shout the hope that fills us, Mouths to speak Thy holy name.
Alleluia, alleluia! May the light which Thou dost send
Fills our souls with alleluias, Alleluias without end!
God the Father, light-creator, To Thee laud and honor be.
To Thee, Light of Light begotten, Praise be sung eternally.
Holy Spirit, Light revealer; Glory, glory be to Thee.
Mortals, angels, now and ever Praise the holy Trinity!
ANNOUNCEMENTS 8:15 AM
POSTLUDE
Creative Worship for the Lutheran Parish, Series B, Quarter 3. Copyright © 2018 Concordia Publishing House.
All rights reserved. Used by permission.
Used by permission. LSBHymnLicense.net #100012046
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