THE TRANSFIGURATION OF OUR LORD
February 10 & 11, 2018

5:00 & 8:15

AS WE GATHER
This day ends the Epiphany season and prepares us for Lent. Jesus has been revealing His true nature through His
words and actions, and on the Mount of Transfiguration three disciples see His glory revealed in the strange and
mysterious transfiguration. Moses and Elijah appear with Him, talking about His departure in Jerusalem. But our
Lord then commands the disciples not to tell about the event until after Easter. Today, long after Easter, our Lord
reveals His true glory as by faith we see His body and blood in, with, and under the bread and wine of the Lord’s
Supper. Here we see and touch the strange and mysterious Sacrament, the assurance of sins forgiven and a
foretaste of the feast to come. No wonder we sing His praises with angels and archangels and all the company of
heaven!
PRELUDE
RINGING OF THE BELLS - We Prepare our hearts and minds for worship
WELCOME
 PREPARATION 
OPENING HYMN “On My Heart Imprint Your Image”

LSB 422

On my heart imprint Your image, Blessed Jesus, King of grace,
That life’s riches, cares, and pleasures Never may Your work erase;
Let the clear inscription be: Jesus, crucified for me,
Is my life, my hope’s foundation, And my glory and salvation!
(Please Stand)
INVOCATION
Pastor:
People:

In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

OPENING SENTENCES Mark 9:5a; 2 Corinthians 3:13, 18
Pastor:
People:
Pastor:
People:

When Jesus was transfigured before Peter, James, and John, Peter said,
“Rabbi, it is good that we are here.”
It is good that we are here today in our Savior’s presence.
Amen.
CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 1 John 1:8–9
(If you would like private confession and absolution,
please call the office (314) 832-5600 to make an appointment with Pastor Clark)

Pastor:
People:

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and cleanse us
from all unrighteousness.
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Pastor:
People:

Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.
Most merciful God, we confess that we often forget Your gracious presence and guiding. We
are by nature sinful and unclean and, relying on ourselves, have sinned against You in
thought, word, and deed. By action and inaction, thoughtless words, and failure to profess
the faith within us, we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For Jesus’ sake, forgive us,
open our eyes to Your presence with us each day and especially as we gather to receive His
body and blood, and lead us to walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen.

Pastor:

Almighty God in His mercy sent His Son, who revealed the true nature of His glory by dying for
us and rising to give us new life. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority,
I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy
Spirit.
Amen.

People:
[OR]

Seminary Student:

People:

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for His sake God
forgives us all our sins. To those who believe in Jesus Christ He gives the power to become
the children of God and bestows on them the Holy Spirit. May the Lord, who has begun
this good work in us, bring it to completion in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. John 1:12,
Philippians 1:6
Amen.
 WORD 

HYMN OF PRAISE “Songs of Thankfulness and Praise”

LSB 394, v. 1 & 5

Songs of thankfulness and praise Jesus, Lord, to Thee we raise,
Manifested by the star To the sages from afar.
Branch of royal David’s stem In Thy birth at Bethlehem:
Anthems be to Thee addressed, God in man made manifest.
Grant us grace to see Thee, Lord, Present in Thy holy Word—
Grace to imitate Thee now And be pure, as pure art Thou;
That we might become like Thee At Thy great epiphany
And may praise Thee, ever blest, God in man made manifest.
SALUTATION
Pastor:
People:

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
Pastor:

People:

Pastor:

Let us pray. O God, in the glorious transfiguration of Your beloved Son You confirmed the
mysteries of the faith by the testimony of Moses and Elijah. In the voice that came from the bright
cloud You wonderfully foreshowed our adoption by grace.
Mercifully make us co-heirs with the King in His glory and bring us to the fullness of our
inheritance in heaven;
through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever.
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People:

Amen.

(Please Be Seated)
OLD TESTAMENT READING Exodus 34:29–35
(Moses’ face shines after being in God’s presence.)
29

When Moses came down from Mount Sinai, with the two tablets of the testimony in his hand as he came down
from the mountain, Moses did not know that the skin of his face shone because he had been talking with
God. 30 Aaron and all the people of Israel saw Moses, and behold, the skin of his face shone, and they were afraid
to come near him. 31 But Moses called to them, and Aaron and all the leaders of the congregation returned to him,
and Moses talked with them. 32 Afterward all the people of Israel came near, and he commanded them all that
the LORD had spoken with him in Mount Sinai. 33 And when Moses had finished speaking with them, he put a veil
over his face. 34 Whenever Moses went in before the LORD to speak with him, he would remove the veil, until he
came out. And when he came out and told the people of Israel what he was commanded, 35 the people of Israel
would see the face of Moses, that the skin of Moses' face was shining. And Moses would put the veil over his
face again, until he went in to speak with him.
Lector:
People:

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
EPISTLE

2 Corinthians 3:12–4:6
(We need not fear being near God as Israel did at Mount Sinai.)

12

Since we have such a hope, we are very bold, 13 not like Moses, who would put a veil over his face so that the
Israelites might not gaze at the outcome of what was being brought to an end. 14 But their minds were hardened.
For to this day, when they read the old covenant, that same veil remains unlifted, because only through Christ is
it taken away. 15 Yes, to this day whenever Moses is read a veil lies over their hearts. 16 But when one turns to the
Lord, the veil is removed. 17 Now the Lord is the Spirit, and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there
is freedom. 18 And we all, with unveiled face, beholding the glory of the Lord, are being transformed into the same
image from one degree of glory to another. For this comes from the Lord who is the Spirit. 14 But their minds
were hardened. For to this day, when they read the old covenant, that same veil remains unlifted, because only through
Christ is it taken away. 15 Yes, to this day whenever Moses is read a veil lies over their hearts. 16 But when one turns to
the Lord, the veil is removed. 17 Now the Lord is the Spirit, and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is freedom. 18 And
we all, with unveiled face, beholding the glory of the Lord, are being transformed into the same image from one
degree of glory to another. For this comes from the Lord who is the Spirit….1Therefore, having this ministry by the
mercy of God, we do not lose heart. 2 But we have renounced disgraceful, underhanded ways. We refuse to
practice cunning or to tamper with God's word, but by the open statement of the truth we would commend
ourselves to everyone's conscience in the sight of God. 3 And even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those who
are perishing. 4 In their case the god of this world has blinded the minds of the unbelievers, to keep them from
seeing the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God. 5 For what we proclaim is not
ourselves, but Jesus Christ as Lord, with ourselves as your servants for Jesus' sake. 6 For God, who said, “Let light
shine out of darkness,” has shone in our hearts to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face
of Jesus Christ.
Lector:
People:

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

(Please Stand)
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GOSPEL VERSE “O God of God, O Light of Light”

LSB 810, v. 1

O God of God, O Light of Light, O Prince of Peace and King of kings:
To You in heaven’s glory bright The song of praise forever rings.
To Him who sits upon the throne, The Lamb once slain but raised again,
Be all the glory He has won, all thanks and praise! Amen, amen.
HOLY GOSPEL Mark 9:2–9 (Jesus is transfigured in the presence of three disciples.)
The congregation is invited to speak the scripture in bold
Pastor:
People:

The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the ninth chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.

2

And after six days Jesus took with him Peter and James and John, and led them up a high mountain by
themselves. And he was transfigured before them, 3 and his clothes became radiant, intensely white, as no one on
earth could bleach them. 4 And there appeared to them Elijah with Moses, and they were talking with Jesus. 5 And
Peter said to Jesus, “Rabbi, it is good that we are here. Let us make three tents, one for you and one for Moses
and one for Elijah.” 6 For he did not know what to say, for they were terrified. 7 And a cloud overshadowed them,
and a voice came out of the cloud, “This is my beloved Son; listen to him.” 8 And suddenly, looking around,
they no longer saw anyone with them but Jesus only.
9
And as they were coming down the mountain, he charged them to tell no one what they had seen, until the Son
of Man had risen from the dead.
Pastor:
People:

This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.
APOSTLES’ CREED

LSB 159
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin
Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. He descended into hell. The third
day He rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father
Almighty. From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen
(Please be Seated)
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE “This Little Gospel Light of Mine” v. 1
This little gospel light of mine, I’m gonna let it shine.
This little gospel light of mine, I’m gonna let it shine.
This little gospel light of mine, I’m gonna let it shine.
Let it shine all the time let it shine.
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HYMN OF THE DAY “’Tis Good, Lord, to be Here”

LSB 414

‘Tis good, Lord, to be here! Thy glory fills the night;
Thy face and garments, like the sun, Shine with unborrowed light.
‘Tis good, Lord, to be here, Thy beauty to behold
Where Moses and Elijah stand, Thy messengers of old.
Fulfiller of the past And hope of things to be,
We hail Thy body glorified And our redemption see.
Before we taste of death, We see Thy kingdom come;
We long to hold the vision bright And make this hill our home.
‘Tis good, Lord, to be here! Yet we may not remain;
But since Thou bidst us leave the mount, Come with us to the plain.
SERMON
MARRIAGE MILESTONE
(Please Stand))
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
Pastor:

People:
Pastor:

People:
Pastor:
People:

Let us pray for the Church, the world, and all people in their various needs. We give thanks,
heavenly Father, that You sent Your Son to be our Savior. Grant that His light may shine through
us here in our congregation, wherever people of faith gather around Word and Sacrament, and
through Your servants everywhere in their public and private lives. Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Lord Jesus, guide and protect armed forces deployed and police, fire, and first responders at home.
Give them courage and compassion so that we all may live in peace and dignity. Lord, in Your
mercy,
hear our prayer.
Loving Lord, We pray for those near and dear to us, [especially . . .]. Use us to surround them with
Your love, that they may know Your presence to heal and comfort. Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.

(Special Petitions)
Pastor:
People:

Receive our prayers for the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord.
Amen.
GATHERING OF OFFERINGS

(Please Stand)
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 SACRAMENT 
The Lord’s Supper is celebrated at Ascension in the confession that, as He says, our Lord gives not only bread and wine but
His very body and blood to eat and to drink for the forgiveness of sins and to strengthen our union with Him and one another. Our Lord
invites to His table those who trust His words, repent of all sin, and set aside any refusal to forgive and love as He forgives and loves
us. All those who are not yet instructed, in doubt or who hold a confession differing from that of this congregation and The Lutheran
Church—Missouri Synod, and yet desire to receive the Sacrament, are asked first to speak with the pastor.

PREFACE
Pastor:
People:

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Pastor:
People:

Lift up your hearts. [Colossians 3:1]
We lift them to the Lord.

Pastor:
People:

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. [Psalm 136]
It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

[2 Timothy 4:22]

PROPER PREFACE
Pastor:

It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to You,
holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who at His
transfiguration revealed His glory to His disciples that they might be strengthened to proclaim His
cross and resurrection and with all the faithful look forward to the glory of life everlasting.
Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify
Your glorious name, evermore praising You and singing:

SANCTUS

LSB 208

Holy, holy, holy Lord God of Sabaoth adored;
Heav’n and earth with full acclaim shout the glory of Your name.
Sing hosanna in the highest, sing hosanna to the Lord;
Truly blest is He who comes in the name of the Lord!
THE WORDS OF OUR LORD
LORD’S PRAYER (Matthew 6:9–13)
Pastor:

LSB 209

Hear us as we pray in His name and as he has taught us:

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it
is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.
AGNUS DEI

LSB 210

O Jesus Christ, true Lamb of God, You take the sin of the world away;
O Jesus Christ, true Lamb of God, Have mercy on us, Lord, we pray.
O Jesus Christ, true Lamb of God, You take the sin of the world away;
Have mercy on us, Jesus Christ, And grant us peace, O Lord, we pray.
(Please Be Seated)
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DISTRIBUTION HYMNS “Beautiful Savior”

LSB 537

Beautiful Savior, King of creation, Son of God and Son of Man!
Truly I’d love Thee, Truly I’d serve Thee, Light of my soul, my joy, my crown.
Fair are the meadows, Fair are the woodlands, Robed in flow’rs of blooming spring;
Jesus is fairer, Jesus is purer, He makes our sorr’wing spirit sing.
Fair is the sunshine, Fair is the moonlight, Bright the sparkling stars on high;
Jesus shines brighter, Jesus shines purer Than all the angels in the sky.
Beautiful Savior, Lord of the nations, Son of God and Son of Man!
Glory and honor, Praise, adoration Now and forevermore be thine!
“Alleluia, Sing to Jesus”

LSB 821

Alleluia! Sing to Jesus; His the scepter, His the throne;
Alleluia! His the triumph, His the victory alone.
Hark! The songs of peaceful Zion Thunder like a mighty flood;
“Jesus out of ev’ry nation Has redeemed us by His blood.”
Alleluia! Not as orphans Are we left in sorrow now;
Alleluia! He is near us; Faith believes, nor questions how.
Though the cloud from sight received Him When the forty days were o’er,
Shall our hearts forget His promise: “I am with you evermore”?
Alleluia! Bread of heaven, Here on earth our food, our stay;
Alleluia! Here the sinful Flee to You from day to day.
Intercessor, Friend of sinners, Earth’s Redeemer, hear our plea
Where the songs of all the sinless Sweep across the crystal sea.
Alleluia! King eternal, Lord omnipotent we own;
Alleluia! Born of Mary, Earth your footstool, heav’n Your throne.
As within the veil You entered, Robed in flesh, our great High Priest,
Here on earth both priest and victim In the eucharistic feast.
Alleluia! Sing to Jesus; His the scepter, His the throne;
Alleluia! His the triumph, His the victory alone.
Hark! The songs of peaceful Zion thunder like a mighty flood:
“Jesus out of ev’ry nation Has redeemed us by His blood.”
“Thy Strong Word”

LSB 578

Thy strong Word did cleave the darkness; At Thy speaking it was done.
For created light we thank Thee, While Thine ordered seasons run.
Alleluia, alleluia! Praise to Thee who light dost send!
Alleluia, alleluia! Alleluia without end!
Lo, on those who dwelt in darkness, Dark as night and deep as death,
Broke the light of Thy salvation, Breathed Thine own life-breathing breath.
Alleluia, alleluia! Praise to Thee who light dost send!
Alleluia, alleluia! Alleluia without end!
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Thy strong Word bespeaks us righteous; Bright with Thine own holiness,
Glorious now, we press toward glory, And our lives our hopes confess.
Alleluia, alleluia! Praise to Thee who light dost send!
Alleluia, alleluia! Alleluia without end!
From the cross Thy wisdom shining Breaketh forth in conqu’ring might;
From the cross forever beameth All Thy bright redeeming light.
Alleluia, alleluia! Praise to Thee who light dost send!
Alleluia, alleluia! Alleluia without end!
Give us lips to sing Thy glory, Tongues Thy mercy to proclaim,
Throats that shout the hope that fills us, Mouths to speak Thy holy name.
Alleluia, alleluia! May the light which Thou dost send
Fills our souls with alleluias, Alleluias without end!
God the Father, light-creator, To Thee laud and honor be.
To Thee, Light of Light begotten, Praise be sung eternally.
Holy Spirit, Light revealer; Glory, glory be to Thee.
Mortals, angels, now and ever Praise the holy Trinity!
(Please Stand)
BENEDICTION
Pastor:
People:

The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you peace. Numbers 6:24–26
Amen.

FAREWELL TO ALLELUIA
Pastor:

Today marks the end of the Epiphany season, and in a few days we begin Lent on Ash Wednesday.
It is traditional to mute our joy during Lent by not singing Alleluias. We say our “farewell to
Alleluia” as we sing the final hymn.

CLOSING HYMN “Alleluia, Song of Gladness”

LSB 417

Alleluia, song of gladness, Voice of joy that cannot die;
Alleluia is the anthem Ever raised by choirs on high;
In the house of God abiding Thus they sing eternally.
Alleluia, thou resoundest, True Jerusalem and free;
Alleluia, joyful mother, All thy children sing with thee,
But by Babylon’s sad waters Mourning exiles now are we.
Alleluia cannot always Be our song while here below;
Alleluia, our transgressions Make us for a while forego;
For the solemn time is coming When our tears for sin must flow.
Therefore in our hymns we pray Thee, Grant us, blessed Trinity,
At the last to keep Thine Easter With Thy faithful saints on high;
There to Thee forever singing Alleluia joyfully.
POSTLUDE
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