FIRST SUNDAY IN LENT
February 17 & 18, 2018

5:00 & 8:15

AS WE GATHER
“Here am I.” This is the simple, yet faith-filled, response of Abraham as the Lord calls him. Not knowing what
the Lord will call him to do, but simply trusting the Word of the Lord, Abraham says, “Here am I.” As we look
through the pages of Scripture those same three little words, “Here am I,” are echoed by others: Jacob, Moses,
and Samuel—to name just a few. As people who the Lord has called in Baptism, may we also answer with the
same faith-filled response, “Here am I!” We may not always know where God will lead, but we do know that the
One who has called us will be with us as we follow where He guides.
PRELUDE “Our Father, Who From Heaven Above”

Ascension Bell Choir

RINGING OF THE BELLS We Prepare our hearts and minds for worship
WELCOME
 PREPARATION 
OPENING HYMN “O Love, How Deep, How Broad, How High”

LSB 544

O love, how deep, how broad, how high, Beyond all thought and fantasy,
That God, the Son of God, should take Our mortal form for mortals’ sake!
He sent no angel to our race, Of higher or of lower place,
But wore the robe of human frame, And to this world Himself He came.
For us baptized, for us He bore His holy fast and hungered sore;
For us temptation sharp He knew; For us the tempter overthrew.
For us He prayed; for us He taught; For us His daily works He wrought,
By words and signs and actions thus Still seeking not Himself but us.
For us by wickedness betrayed, For us, in crown of thorns arrayed,
He bore the shameful cross and death; For us He gave His dying breath.
For us He rose from death again; For us He went on high to reign;
For us He sent His Spirit here to guide, to strengthen, and to cheer.
∆ All glory to our Lord and God For love so deep, so high, so broad;
The Trinity whom we adore Forever and forevermore.
(Please Stand)
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INVOCATION
Pastor:
People:

O Lord, throughout these forty days
You prayed and kept the fast.

Pastor:
People:

Inspire repentance for our sins.
And free us from our past!

Pastor:
People:

In the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION

LSB 184

(If you would like private confession and absolution,
please call the office (314) 832-5600 to make an appointment with Pastor Clark)

Pastor:

People:

Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto God our Father,
beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness.
Our help is in the name of the Lord,
who made heaven and earth.

Pastor:
People:

I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord,
and You forgave the iniquity of my sin.

Pastor:
People:

O almighty God, merciful Father,
I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with which I have
ever offended You and justly deserve Your temporal and eternal punishment. But I am
heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and I pray You of Your boundless
mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter suffering and death of Your beloved Son,
Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being.

Pastor:

Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained servant of the Word,
announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus
Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

People:
[OR]

Seminary Student:

People:

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for His sake God
forgives us all our sins. To those who believe in Jesus Christ He gives the power to become
the children of God and bestows on them the Holy Spirit. May the Lord, who has begun
this good work in us, bring it to completion in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. John 1:12,
Philippians 1:6
Amen.

KYRIE

LSB 186

Lord, have mercy upon us.
Christ, have mercy upon us.
Lord, have mercy upon us.
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SALUTATION
Pastor:
People:

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
Pastor:
People:

Pastor:
People:

Let us pray, O Lord God, You led Your ancient people through the wilderness and brought them
to the Promised Land.
Guide the people of Your Church that following our Savior we may walk through the
wilderness of this world toward the glory of the world to come;
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever.
Amen.

(Please Be Seated)
 WORD 
OLD TESTAMENT Genesis 22:1–18 (Abraham prepares to offer Isaac as a sacrifice.)
1

After these things God tested Abraham and said to him, “Abraham!” And he said, “Here I am.” 2 He said, “Take
your son, your only son Isaac, whom you love, and go to the land of Moriah, and offer him there as a burnt
offering on one of the mountains of which I shall tell you.” 3 So Abraham rose early in the morning, saddled his
donkey, and took two of his young men with him, and his son Isaac. And he cut the wood for the burnt offering
and arose and went to the place of which God had told him. 4 On the third day Abraham lifted up his eyes and
saw the place from afar. 5 Then Abraham said to his young men, “Stay here with the donkey; I and the boy will
go over there and worship and come again to you.” 6 And Abraham took the wood of the burnt offering and laid
it on Isaac his son. And he took in his hand the fire and the knife. So they went both of them together. 7 And Isaac
said to his father Abraham, “My father!” And he said, “Here I am, my son.” He said, “Behold, the fire and the
wood, but where is the lamb for a burnt offering?” 8 Abraham said, “God will provide for himself the lamb for a
burnt offering, my son.” So they went both of them together. 9 When they came to the place of which God had
told him, Abraham built the altar there and laid the wood in order and bound Isaac his son and laid him on the
altar, on top of the wood. 10 Then Abraham reached out his hand and took the knife to slaughter his son. 11 But the
angel of the LORD called to him from heaven and said, “Abraham, Abraham!” And he said, “Here I am.” 12 He
said, “Do not lay your hand on the boy or do anything to him, for now I know that you fear God, seeing you have
not withheld your son, your only son, from me.” 13 And Abraham lifted up his eyes and looked, and behold, behind
him was a ram, caught in a thicket by his horns. And Abraham went and took the ram and offered it up as a burnt
offering instead of his son. 14 So Abraham called the name of that place, “The LORD will provide”; as it is said to
this day, “On the mount of the LORD it shall be provided.” 15 And the angel of the LORD called to Abraham a
second time from heaven 16 and said, “By myself I have sworn, declares the LORD, because you have done this
and have not withheld your son, your only son, 17 I will surely bless you, and I will surely multiply your
offspring as the stars of heaven and as the sand that is on the seashore. And your offspring shall possess the gate
of his enemies, 18 and in your offspring shall all the nations of the earth be blessed, because you have obeyed my
voice.”
Lector:
People:

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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EPISTLE James 1:12–18 (God cannot be tempted by evil, nor does He tempt anyone.)
12

Blessed is the man who remains steadfast under trial, for when he has stood the test he will receive the crown
of life, which God has promised to those who love him. 13 Let no one say when he is tempted, “I am being tempted
by God,” for God cannot be tempted with evil, and he himself tempts no one. 14 But each person is tempted when
he is lured and enticed by his own desire. 15 Then desire when it has conceived gives birth to sin, and sin when it
is fully grown brings forth death.16 Do not be deceived, my beloved brothers. 17 Every good gift and every perfect
gift is from above, coming down from the Father of lights, with whom there is no variation or shadow due to
change. 18 Of his own will he brought us forth by the word of truth, that we should be a kind of firstfruits of his
creatures.
Lector:
People:

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

(Please Stand)
GOSPEL VERSE “On My Heart Imprint Your Image”

LSB 422

On my heart imprint Your image, Blessed Jesus, King of grace,
That life’s riches, cares, and pleasures Never may Your work erase;
Let the clear inscription be: Jesus, crucified for me,
Is my life, my hope’s foundation, And my glory and salvation!
HOLY GOSPEL Mark 1:9–15

(Jesus is tempted by Satan.)

The congregation is invited to speak the scripture in bold
Pastor:
People:

The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the first chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.

9

In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by John in the Jordan. 10 And when he came
up out of the water, immediately he saw the heavens being torn open and the Spirit descending on him like a
dove. 11 And a voice came from heaven, “You are my beloved Son; with you I am well pleased.” The Spirit
immediately drove him out into the wilderness. 13 And he was in the wilderness forty days, being tempted
by Satan. And he was with the wild animals, and the angels were ministering to him.14 Now after John was
arrested, Jesus came into Galilee, proclaiming the gospel of God, 15 and saying, “The time is fulfilled, and the
kingdom of God is at hand; repent and believe in the gospel.”
Pastor:
People:

This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.
APOSTLES’ CREED

LSB 159

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin
Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. He descended into hell. The third
day He rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father
Almighty. From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.
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(Please Be Seated)
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE “Jesus Remember Me”

LSB 767

Jesus, remember me when You come into Your kingdom.
Jesus, remember me when You come into Your kingdom. REPEAT
HYMN OF THE DAY “The Lamb”

LSB 547

The Lamb, the Lamb, O Father, where’s the sacrifice?
Faith sees, believes God will provide the Lamb of price!
Refrain:

Worthy is the Lamb whose death makes me His own!
The Lamb is reigning on His throne!

The Lamb, the Lamb, One perfect final offering.
The Lamb, the Lamb, Let earth join heav’n His praise to sing. Refrain
The Lamb, the Lamb, as wayward sheep their shepherd kill
So still, His will On our behalf the Law to fill. Refrain
He sighs, He dies, He takes my sin and wretchedness.
He lives, forgives, He gives me His own righteousness. Refrain
He rose, He rose, my heart with thanks now overflows.
His song prolong Till ev’ry heart to Him belong. Refrain
SERMON
(Please Stand)
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
Pastor:
People:

In peace let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.

Pastor:
People:

For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.

Pastor:
People:

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity of all,
let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.

Pastor:
People:

For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.
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Pastor:

People:
Pastor:
People:
Pastor:
People:
Pastor:
People:
Pastor:

People:
Pastor:
People:
Pastor:
People:
Pastor:
People:
Pastor:
People:

For Pastor Matthew Harrison, our synodical president, Pastor Lee Hagen, our district president,
Pastor Matthew Clark, our pastor, and for all pastors in Christ, for all servants of the Church, and
for all the people, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.
For all public servants, for the government and those who protect us, that they may be upheld and
strengthened in every good deed, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.
For those who are ailing (names) and those who grieve, that they may be strengthened in body and
spirit, confident of the love of Christ, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.
For those who work to bring peace, justice, health, and protection in this and every place, let us
pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.
For those who bring offerings, those who do good works in this congregation, those who toil, those
who sing, and all the people here present who await from the Lord great and abundant mercy, let
us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.
For favorable weather, for an abundance of the fruits of the earth, and for peaceful times, let us
pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.
For our deliverance from all affliction, wrath, danger, and need, let us pray to
the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.
For (additional bids for prayer may be inserted here) let us pray to the
Lord:
Lord, have mercy.
We pray this through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

(Please Be Seated)
GATHERING OF OFFERINGS

“Were You There”

Ascension Bell Choir

(Please Stand)
OFFERTORY “Create in Me a Clean Heart”

LSB 192

Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me.
Cast me not away from Thy presence, and take not thy holy Spirit from me.
Restore unto me the joy of Thy salvation, and uphold me with Thy free spirit. Amen
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 SACRAMENT 
The Lord’s Supper is celebrated at Ascension in the confession that, as He says, our Lord gives not only bread and wine
but His very body and blood to eat and to drink for the forgiveness of sins and to strengthen our union with Him and one
another. Our Lord invites to His table those who trust His words, repent of all sin, and set aside any refusal to forgive and
love as He forgives and loves us. All those who are not yet instructed, in doubt or who hold a confession differing from that
of this congregation and The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod, and yet desire to receive the Sacrament, are asked first to
speak with the pastor.

PREFACE
Pastor:
People:

The Lord be with you. [2 Timothy 4:22]
And also with you.

Pastor:
People:

Lift up your hearts. [Colossians 3:1]
We lift them to the Lord.

Pastor:
People:

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. [Psalm 136]
It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

PROPER PREFACE
Pastor:

It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to You,
holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who overcame the
assaults of the devil and gave His life as a ransom for many that with cleansed hearts we might be
prepared joyfully to celebrate the paschal feast in sincerity and truth. Therefore with angels and
archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name,
evermore praising You and singing:

SANCTUS

Holy, Holy, Holy Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9

LSB 195

Holy, holy, holy Lord God of Sabbaoth; heav’n and earth are full of Thy glory.
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is He, blessed is He, blessed is He that cometh in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest.

LORD’S PRAYER (Matthew 6:9–13)
Pastor:

LSB 162

Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray:

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it
is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.
WORDS OF OUR LORD
THE PEACE OF THE LORD
Pastor:
People:

The peace of the Lord be with you always.
Amen.
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AGNUS DEI “Lamb of God, Pure and Holy”

LSB 434

Lamb of God, pure and holy, who on the cross didst suffer,
Ever patient and lowly, Thyself to scorn didst offer,
All sins Thou borest for us, Else had despair reigned o’er us:
Have mercy on us, O Jesus! O Jesus!
(Please Be Seated)
DISTRIBUTION HYMNS “Great is Thy Faithfulness”

LSB 809

Great is Thy faithfulness, O God my Father;
There is no shadow of turning with Thee.
Thou changest not: Thy compassions, they fail not;
As Thou hast been, Thou forever wilt be.
Refrain:

Great is Thy faithfulness! Great is Thy faithfulness
Morning by morning new mercies I see;
All I have needed Thy hand hath provided;
Great is Thy faithfulness, Lord, unto me!

Summer and winter and springtime and harvest,
Sun, moon, and stars in their courses above
Join with all nature in manifold witness
To Thy great faithfulness, mercy, and love. Refrain
Pardon for sin and a peace that endureth,
Thine own dear presence to cheer and to guide;
Strength for today and bright hope for tomorrow,
Blessings all mine, with ten thousand beside! Refrain
“Oh Christ, You Walked the Road”

LSB 424

O Christ, You walked the road Our wand’ring feet must go.
You faced with us temptation’ pow’ And fought our ancient foe.
No bread of earth alone Can fill our hung’ring hearts.
Lord, help us seek Your living Word, The food Your grace imparts.
No blinding sign we ask, No wonder from above.
Lord, help us place our trust alone In Your unswerving love.
When lures of easy gain With promise brightly shine,
Lord, help us seek Your kingdom first; Our wills with Yours align.
O Christ, You walked the road Our wand’ring feet must go.
Stay with us through temptation’s hour To fight our ancient foe.

8

“Lord, Keep Us Steadfast in Your Word”

LSB 655

Lord, keep us steadfast in Your Word; Curb those who by deceit or sword
Would wrest the kingdom from Your Son And bring to naught all He has done.
Lord Jesus Christ, Your pow’r make known, For You are Lord of lords alone;
Defend Your holy Church that we May sing Your praise eternally.
O Comforter of priceless worth, Send peace and unity on earth;
Support us in our final strife And lead us out of death to life.
(Please Stand)
POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE “O Lord, Throughout These Forty Days” LSB 418, v.1 & 4
O Lord, throughout these forty days You prayed and kept the fast;
Inspire repentance for our sin, And free us from our past.

Be with us through this season, Lord, And all our earthly days,
That when the final Easter dawns, We join in heaven’s praise.
BENEDICTION
Pastor:

People:

The LORD bless you and keep you.
The LORD make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The LORD look upon you with favor and  give you peace. Numbers 6:24–26
Amen.

CLOSING HYMN “Christ Be My Leader”

LSB 861

Christ be my Leader by night as by day; Safe through the darkness, for He is the way.
Gladly I follow, my future His care, darkness is daylight when Jesus is there.
Christ be my Teacher in age as in youth, Drifting or doubting, for He is the truth.
Grant me to trust Him; though shifting as sand, Doubt cannot daunt me; in Jesus I stand.
Christ be my Savior in calm as in strife; Death cannot hold me, for He is the life.
Nor darkness nor doubting nor sin and its stain Can touch my salvation; with Jesus I reign.
POSTLUDE
Creative Worship for the Lutheran Parish, Series B, Quarter 2. Copyright © 2017 Concordia Publishing House.
All rights reserved. Used by permission.
Used by permission. LSBHymnLicense.net #100012046
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